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A  NARRATIVE  OP 
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■  DISPLAYED 

During  and  suhsequetUly  to  his  Confinement  in  one  of  His  Majesttf's  Gaols  in 

the  Province  tf  New  Brunswick, 


By    WALTER    BATES,    Esa. 

UI6U  SHERIFF  OF   KINO's  COUKTY,    IN  V£W  BRUNSWICK. 
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IHE  following  singular'  and  almost  incredible 
Narrative  is  given  to  the  world  by  Walter  Bates, 
tsq.  High  Sheriflf  for  King*s  county,  in  the 
British  province  of  New  Brunswick,  in  North 
America.  The  office  held  by  the  Author,  while 
it  bas  been  the  occasion  of  his  acquaintance 
with  the  circumstances  which  he  narrates,  is  a 
guarantee  for  his  personal  respectability,  and  im- 
poses upon  him  a  more  than  ordinary  share  of  re- 
sponsibility for  the  truth  and  accuracy  of  his  state- 
ments. The  facts  stated,  are,  in  a  majority  of 
instances,  such  as  could  not  be  otherwise  than 
matters  of  public  notoriety,  in  the  neighbourhood 
and  province  in  which  they  occurred  ;  many  wit- 
nesses must  be  capable  of  bearing  testimony  to  their 
truth  or  falsehood  ;  and  it  is  even  found,  that  in  the 
course  of  the  Author  s  Narrative,  the  names  of  a 
variety  of  individuals  are  mentioned  ; — individuals, 
all  of  whom  are  well  known,  to  a  larger  or  smaller 
circle,  in  N^w  Brunswick,  and  to  all  of  whom  it 
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is  still  open,  to  call  in  question  the  veracity  of  the 
history  contained  in  the  following  pages. 

Nor  is  it  throngh  one  neighbourhood,  nor  one  ter- 
ritory alone,  that  the  proofs,  of  the  reality  of  what  is 
here  described,  are  scattered.  The  British  province 
of  New  Brunswick  borders  upon  the  United  States ; 
and  the  subject  of  the  succeeding  Narrative,  not 
content  with  perpetrating  his  crimes  in  different 
parts  of  our  own  territory,  entered  next  the  ter- 
ritory of  our  neighbour,  and,  there,  at  length, 
incurred,  in  some  degree,  the  penalty  of  his  dis- 
honest practices.  Those  practices  brought  him 
under  the  observation  and  direction  of  new  autho- 
rities, and  new  witnesses ;  and  there,  again,  we  are 
presented  with  an  exact  repetition  of  all  that  min- 
gled scene  of  fraud  and  ingenuity  which  forms  the 
interest  of  his  story.  For  a  part  of  the  history 
of  this  later  stage  of  his  adventures,  we  are  still 
dependent  on  the  veracity  of  our  Author ;  but  for 
other,  and  by  far  the  most  important  parts,  we  are 
able  to  rely  on  testimony  altogether  distinct  and 
independent.  At  page  73,  below,  Mr.  Bates  pro- 
duces a  written  document,  copies  pf  which  may  be 
seen  on  the  files  of  every  newspaper  printed  in  the 
United  States. 

The  Nan-ative  is  that  of  a  young  man,  said  to  be 
a  native  of  England  *,  committing  a  variety  of 

*  His  name  appears  to  be  Moon,  and  his  birth-place  Bright- 
kehuNone.   tie  pretends  to  have  relations  in  Liverpool,  Sicjicc. 
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frauds  and  robberies,  first  in  New  Bmnswick,  and 
next  in  the  United  States ;  exposing  himself,  in  the 
former,  to  the  punishment  of  death,  bat  pardoned, 
sheltered,  and  succoured;  and,  at  last,  receiving 
sentence  of  imprisonment  for  a  short  term  of  years^ 
upon  conviction  of  an  inferior  crime,  in  the  United 
States.  He  was  first  tried  for,  and  convicted,  of 
horse-stealing,  and,  at  last,  punished  for  house* 
robbery.  The  artifices,  the  impostures,  and,  above 
all,  the  extraordinary  share  of  talent,  under  me- 
chanical and  other  aspects,  by  which  the  crooked 
course  of  this  miserable  vagrant  is  distinguished, 
constitute  the  chief  motive  for  pursuing  the  tale. 

The  Author  has  not  omitted  to  express  himself 
duly  sensible  of  the  charge  of  weakness  and  credu* 
lityto  which  he  exposes  himself  by  what  he  writes; 
and  the  Editor  himself  is  obliged  to  indulge  a  sus- 
picion, that  on  one  or  two  points,  atthe  least,  there 
is  something   over-coloured.     Those  exceptions, 
however,  apply  to  very  insignificant  poivious  of 
the  Narrative;  and  the  reader  will  find  himself 
unavoidably  led  to  the  remark,  that  all  its  main 
features  appear  to  be  placed  beyond  controversy. 

The  truth  of  the  Narrative  allowed,  as  also  the 
amusement  to  be  derived  from  the  perusal  of  so 
extraordinary  a  succession  of  devices  and  adven- 
tures, the  reflecting  mind  will  not  be  unwilling  to 
entertain  the  question,  What  utility  is  to  be  found 
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in  mch  a  recital  as  is  here  given }    Mncli ;  and  this 
ans^fvr  itiay  be  jsstified  by  sevetal  consickmtions. 

■  '  .  ,.v.i 

To  society  in  gerieral,  and  to  tbe  couiitries  eif- 
pdsed  to  tbe  fbture  injuries  of  the  impostor  here 
brbugJU  under  -observation,  the  exposure  of  wiiat 
is  past  may  tend  toprav^nt  future  misebMs ;  10*835 
iMytbing  of  the  chance  it  affords,  of  confining,  here- 
after,  witbia  the  limits  of  an  honest  course  of  lilv, 
atiid  directing  to  the  exercise  of  an  honourable  in- 
duitry,  tbe  individual  concerned,  Mrbo,  at  the  end 
of  a  short  spaceof  time,  is  to  be  turned  loose  again 
upon  the  public  ;-^ut  this^  or  these,  considerations^ 
though  the  most  obvious,  are,  perhaps,  the  least 
important  of  the  whole.  .V. 

It  is  of  value  to  know,  upon  efvery  subject,  all 
that  tbe  human  powers  can  perform.     ^'"  -^  '  "^^ 

If  we  look  at  the  mechanical  ingenuity*—  the 
skilful  employment  of  tbe  hands— ^nd  the  extra- 
ordinary aptness  in  providing  tools,  and  discover- 
ing materials  and  resources,  attributed,  in  these 
pages,  to  the  subject  of  them,  (and  more  or  less  of 
which,  it  is  impossible  not  to  give  credit  to,)  we 
shall  see,  in  these  things,  a  rational  object  of  emu- 
lation, and  be  strongly  impressed  With  the  senti- 
ment, which  we  find  in  the  mouth  of  the  adventnret 
himself, — '  That  a  man  knows  not  what  he  can  do, 
till  he  tries.' 
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il  If  we  are  »traok  with  any  sense  of  admiration  at 
the  talent  displayed  by  the  perverse  individual  be- 
fore us,  we  sbnll  he  led  to  lament,  that  so  much 
ability  should  he  mis-directed,  and  employed  only 
to  lead  the  possessor  to  misfortune,  and  an  igno- 
minious  punish ment,  or  to  extricate  him  from 
dangers  to  which  vice  only  has  exposed  him.i^ 

~--.y,,>^-jt     ,,_  :„,.^-,,j.  ..,^,,,v    _,    .  ',4(10.1 

If  we  look  at  the  toils,  sufferings,  and  disafi- 
pointments  of  Henry  Frederic  Moon-^^at  the  in- 
genuity called  into  action  for  his  safety,  for  no  pur- 
pose but  that  of  relieving  him  from  the  conse- 
quences of  his  crimes,  we  cannot  fail  to  repeat, 
within  ourselves,  the  observation -— How  much 
easier  it  is,  to  be  an  honest  man  than  a  rogue  !. 


ri  If  we  contemplate  the  reward  of  all  the  machi- 
nations which  are  exhibited,  how  much  shall  we 
not  be  struck  with  the  reflection — that  knavery, 
after  all,  is  but  a  poor  trade !— and,  that  with  a  most 
moderate  comparative  share  of  talent,  an  honest 
man  may  succeed  better  than  Henry  Frederic  Moon! 
What  was  the  amount  of  all  his  gains,  when  most 
successful  r  and  to  what  has  he  not,  from  time 
to  lime,  been  reduced,  uppn  the  failure  of  so  maqy 
wily  schemes?         ,  .  ,    l 

The  moral  utility,  therefore,  of  the  example  held 
out  to  us  in  these  pages,  is  general,  since  it  em* 
braces  a  practical  and  lively  example  of  the  great 
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truth— ^Aa^  honesty  is  the  best-poUcif-^A  truth  which 
the  ignorant,  the  disappointed,  and  the  knavish, 
are  freqnently*disposed  to  call  in  question.  The 
gains  of  roguery  are  too  commonly  magnified,  and 
its  failures  and  sufierings  too  much  kept  out  of  sight. 


^•i. 


But  the  utility,  of  the  example  to  which  we  are 
looking,  does  not  terminate  here.  Henry  Frederic 
Moon  is  a  model  to  be  copied  under  some  yiews,  as 
it  is  one  to  Jbe  avoided  under  others.  Talent  is  neu- 
tral as  it^espects  morality ;  it  may  be  applied  either 
to  good  or  to  bad  purposes.  Men  can  never  possess 
nor  exercise  too  much  talent,  too  much  ingenuity ; 
nor  employ  it  too  innocently,  nor  too  usefully. 
The  sum  of  all  is,  as  laid  down  in  the  Gospel,  for 
men  to  be  wise  as  serpents,  and  harmless  as  doves. 
This  is  advanced  here,  because  certain  readers,  (it  is 
to  be  apprehended,)  will  hastily  imagine,  that  there 
is  a  possible  mischief  in  the  bringing  into  view 
some  of  the  means  resorted  to  by  Henry  Frederic 
Moon.  Such  a  conclusion  would  be  erroneous. 
Every  thing,  that  human  skill  can  accomplish, 
should  not  only  be  known,  but  as  universally  dif- 
fused as  possible ;  but,  when  known,  it  should  be 
applied  only  to  good  purposes.  Talent  is,  in  itself, 
neither  honesty  nor  roguery;  but  talent  should 
only  be  employed  in  honesty. 


Nor  is  it  not  only  in  matters  of  handicraft,  but 
in  the  conduct  of  life,  and  government  of  the  mind. 
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also,  that  a  valoable  lesson  may  be  taken  from 
Henry  Frederic  Moon ;  provided  always,  that  good 
and  lawful  objects  are  the  ends  to  which  it  is  ap- 
plied. The  two  invaluable  qualities  of  patience 
and  perseverance  are  very  observable  in  this  man ; 
but  what  is  more  peculiar,  is  the  singular  union  of 
a  resignation  the  most  implicit  to  the  force  of  events, 
when  that  force  is  too  strong  to  be  struggled  with, 
together  with  an  activity  and  enterprize  the  most 
vigorous,  at  the  moment  when  exertion  promises 
to  be  useful.  None,  it  would  seem,  so  meek — none 
so  tranquil  and  unresisting,  under  the  pressure  of 
circumstances,  and  so  long  as  the  pressure  is 
irresistible ;  and  none  so  ready  to  take  advantage 
of  the  moment,  when  the  pressure  has  lost  its 
strength,  and  resistance  promises  to  bo  successful. 
How  many  men,  of  an  opposite  character,  ruin 
themselves  by  impatience  and  violence,  at  times 
when  no  effort  of  theirs  can  alter  their  situation; 
and  by  supineness  when  the  instant  arrives  in  which 
fortune  offers  them  their  deliverance  !  They  buffet 
the  tide  while  it  runs  against  them,  and  are  spent 
and  asleep  when  the  stream  would  carry  them  to 


their  haven. 
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There  is  one  particular,  in  the  succeeding  history, 
which  shall  be  made  the  subject  of  a  single  and  se- 
parate remark.  It  appears,  that  Moon  asserts,  that 
the  practice  of  his  system  of  imposition  was  com- 
menced in  England  itself,  before  his  departure  for 
the  Colonies ;  and  that  although  still  young,  he  b^s 
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fbrmeiiy  figured,  aocl  been  followed,  as  a  M etbodiof 
preacher,  "  in  Brighton,  Northampton,  Spatb» 
aD(Lpton,  and  London*."  The  simple  assertions,  oi 
such  a  p/srson  as  this  in  question,  would  be  but  vMr 
satisfactory  evidence ;  but  many  facts  betray  them- 
selvesy  in  the  Narrative,  of  a  nature  to  gain  our  be- 
lief to  the  representation,  thus  made.  We  jfiiid 
Moon  abundantly  capable  of  preaching  and  sing- 
ing, and'  intimately  acquainted  with  the  Biblie. 
Now,  on  the  probability  of  his  having  filled'  the 
office  of  a  preacher  to  Methodist  congregations, 
it  shall  onljy  be  observed,  that  the  circumstances 
under  which  preachers  of  that  description  are  re- 
ceiyed,  necessarily  expose  the  flocks  to  imposi- 
tions of  the  kind-  before  us.  As  no  previous  and 
original  education  for  the  ministry  is  required  in 
suchpersons — as  no  rank,  name,nor  condition  in  so- 
ciety is  lookedi  for — and  as  even  previous  demerit  and 
unsoundness  of  life,  constitute,  in  those  individuals, 
claims  to  peculiar  favour,  and  array  them,  by  pre- 
sumed repentance,  in  more  than  ordinary  sanctity 
— it  must  follow,  not  only,  that  in  the  number  of 
Methodist  preachers,  there  will  be  those  whose 
former  life  can  cast,  in  a  worldly  view,  no  credit 
upon  their  persuasion,  but  those  whose  entrance 
upon  the  ministry  is  itself  a  new  item  in  the  cata- 
logue of  their  offences — a  new  fraud  upon  their  fel- 
low-creatures, and  a  new  contrivance  to  live  by  im- 
posture— and  those  also,  whose  subsequent  career, 

*  Sec  below,  page  50. 
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whe^  new  projects  present  themselves,  will  be 
marked  by  further  vice  and  ignominy.  All  this  is 
a  necessary  consequence,  and  neither  can  be  denied^ 
nor  otight  to  be  exaggerated,      ^^r ,  s  ?>  r;;!"  .  i^ ,  ;; 

.-     "  7        ■  "       *  , 

There  is  still  another  circumstance  connected 
with  the  foregoing,  and  which  may  be  worth  an  ob- 
servation. We  shall  see,  in  the  history  of  Mooh; 
the  use  which  that  impostor  has  made  of  the  exi- 
terior  of  religion,  and  the  facility  with  which  he 
applied  tey^ts  of  Scripture  to  all  his  purposes.  Per'- 
haps,  these  facts  tnay  suggest  to  some  minds,  and 
strengthen  the  belief  in  others,  that  there  is  some'- 
thing  of  tnore  importance  to  society,  than  the  in* 
discriminate  distributiou  of  the  Scriptures-— than 
the  scattering  of  Bibles  among  the  multitude;  and 
that  that  something  is,  the  careful  instillation  of  k 
known  and  moral  system  of  religion— in  a  word, 
an  education  that  shall  teach  the  use  of  the  Bible. 
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In  preparing  the  pages  that  follow,  fot  the  perti- 
sal  of  the  English  public,  the  Editor  was  at  first 
teitipted  to  make  some  alterations  in  the  er.yle  of 
writing,  and  provincial  phraseology,  of  the  Author* 
But  this  task,  on  the  one  hand,  he  soon  foutid,  would 
be  endless ;  and,  beside,  he  doubted  whether  its  e^fe-^ 
cution  would  not  rather  diminish,  than  increase., 
the  gratification  of  the  reader.  The  sense  of  some 
passages  would,  perhaps,  have  been  more  readily 
apprehended,  if  the  alterations  had  been  made ;  but 
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the  stamp  of  originality,  and  with  it,  in  great  mea- 
sure, the  pledge  of  veracity,  wonld  have  been  lost.  The 
Narrative,  as  it  is  now  printed,  affords,  in  its  manner, 
an  amusing  specimen  oi  the  English  language,  us  it 
is  ordinarily  spoken  and  written  on  the  eastern  coast 
of  America,  together  with  some  striking  indications 
of  the  state  of  local  society  and  manners.  As  to 
the  language  merely,  the  terms  and  phraseology  are 
what  are  usually  termed  Yankee — a  mixture,  first, 
of  words  properly  provincial  or  peculiar — and  se- 
condly, of  forms  of  speech  that  are  merely  illiterate, 
and  that  are  spoken  and  written,  though  rarely 
printed,  among  ourselves.  The  Author  has  per- 
formed a -useful  and  respectable  task  in  what  relates 
to  the  substance  of  his  work ;  and  it  is  to  be  trusted 
that  his  good  sense  will  lead  him  to  view  in  its  pro- 
per light,  the  freedom  of  these  remarks  upon  what 
is  no  more  than  the  «2«r/ace.        \   ^  , .      ,;; 

'     -.  .  .  '  T    -  7  ■  •  •    , 

:    .  I,     _      .         -;-_  -  I :         .  . .  ?  ♦'  •  .    ■ 

The  impostures  practised  by  Henry  Frederic 
Moon  will  irresistibly  remind  the  reader  of  those 
of  Caraboo,  the  late  female  adventurer  at  Bristol ; 
and  hence,  though  there  is  much  dissimilitude  on 
the  one  side,  as  well  as  resemblance  on  the  other, 
the  two  names  have  been  connected  in  the  title- 
page,  and  some  brief  documents,  concerning  Cara- 
boo, have  been  added,  as  a  Postscript,  to  these 
pages.  .    .  ,      ,    ^ 
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DESCRIPTION 

Of  .    ^''    '    :    '       ^   ^^ 

NEW  BRUNSWICK,  NOVA  SCOTIA, 


For  the  better  elucidation  of  the  facts  presented  in  thi 
Narrative,  an  introductory  description  of  New  Brunswick, 
the  principal  scene  of  their  occurrence,  and  of  its  position, 
with  respect  to  those  parts  of  the  United  States  that  are  also 
mentioned,  is  here  prefixed. 

New  Brunswick  and  Nova  Scotia  are  t^o  of  the  four  pro- 
vinces, territories,  or  governments,  which  have  been  erected 
in  the  eastern  part  of  British  America. 

New  Brunswick  and  Nova  Scotia  are  comprehended  within 
the  country  once  called  Acadie,  a  name  bestowed  by  the 
French,  who  were  the  first  to  attempt  its  colonization.  The 
French  being  expelled,  the  whole  country,  bounded  on  the 
north  by  the  Gulf  of  Saint  Lawrence,  and  on  the  south 
by  the  Province  of  Maine,  was  granted,  in  1621,  by  King 
James  I,  to  Sir  William  Stirling,  upon  consideration  of  form- 
ing settlements  upon  it.  The  country  then  received  the  name 
of  Nova  Scotia;  but  the  project  failed;  and  nothing  was 
effectually  done,  till  the  year  1749,  when  the  town  of  Halifax 
was  built. 
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The  division  of  Nova  Scotia  into  two  provinces,  of  which 
the  largest  has  received  the  name  of  New  Brunswick,  did  not 
take  place  till  1784,  subsequently  to  the  acknowledgment  of 
the  independence  of  the  thirteen  revolted  colonies,  now  the 
United  States.  New  Brunswick  comprizes  the  whole  of  the 
country,  first  called  Acadie,  and  afterwards  Nova  Scotia,  with 
the  exception  of  the  peninsula,  formed  by  the  Bay  of  Fundy, 
on  the  south,  and  by  Bay  Vcrte,  on  the  north.  That  peninsula 
is  the  modern  Nova  Scotia. 


New  Brunswick  is  bounded  on  the  west  by  the  British  pro- 
vince of  Lower  Canada ;  on  the  east,  by  the  Bay  of  Fundy, 
the  British  province  of  Nova  Scotia,  and  the  Atlantic 
Ocean;  on  the  north,  by  the  Gulf  of  Saint  Lawrence;  and 
on  the  south,  by  Maine,  a  part  of  the  United  States.  The 
river  Sainte- Croix,  which  falls  into  the  Bay  of  Passamaquady, 
forms  the  southern  boundary,  from  its  mouth  to  its  source. 
The  chief  towns  of  New  Brunswick  are,  Saint-John,  Frede- 
ric-town, Saint-Andrew,  and  Saint- Ann.  The  principal  rivers 
are,  Saint- John,  Magedavic,  Dicwasset,  Sainte 'Croix,  Mira- 
michi.  Grand  Codiac,  Petit  Codiac,  and  Memramcook,  all  of 
which,  the  three  last  excepted,  empty  tliemselves  into  the  Bay 
of  Fundy.  The  river  Saint-John  runs  through  a  fine  country 
of  vast  extent,  being  bordered  by  low  grounds,  locally  called 
intervals,  as  lying  between  the  river  and  the  mountains,  and 
which  are  annually  enriched  by  the  inundations.  The  greater 
part  of  these  lands  are  settled,  and  under  cultivation.  The 
upland  is  generally  well  timbered ;  the  trees  are  pine  and  fir, 
beech,  birch,  maple,  elm,  and  a  small  proportion  of  ash.  The 
pines  are  the  largest  to  be  met  with  in  British  America. 
The  rivers  which  fall  into  the  Bay  of  Passamaquady  (an  inlet 
from  the  Bay  of  Fundy)  have  meadows  and  low-lands  along 
their  banks,  and,  as  appears  from  the  remains  of  large  trunks, 
still  to  be  met  with,  have  formerly  been  covered  with  heavy 
timber.  Timber  and  fish  (the  latter  the  produce  of  the  neigh- 
bouring seas)  have  hitherto  been  the  principal  exports  of 
New  Brunswie;  but  the  gradual  clearing  of  the  country,  and 
increase  of  population,  will  hereafter  render  its  produce,  iu 
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cattle,  grain,  and  other  agricultural  commodities,  of  equal,  if 
not  superior,  importance. 


■i%>    <:  t  I 


The  sea*coast  of  New  Brunswic  abounds  with  cod  and 
scale  fish,  and  its  rivers  are  annually  visited  b}  immense  shoals 
of  herrings,  shad,  and  salmon.  The  numerous  harbours  along 
the  coast  are  most  conveniently  situated  for  carrying  on  the 
cod-fishery,  which  may  be  prosecuted  to  any  extent  imaginable. 
The  herrings  which  frequent  its  rivers  are  a  species  pecu- 
liarly adapted  for  the  West  India  market ;  being  equally  nutri' 
tious  with  the  common  herrings,  and  possessed  of  a  greater 
degree  of  firmness,  they  are  capable  of  being  kept  longer  in 
a  warm  climate.  In  such  abundance  are  they  annually  to  be 
found,  that  the  quantity  cured  can  only  be  limited  by  the 
number  of  hands  employed  in  the  business. 
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The  interior  of  the  province,  as  well  as  the  parts  bordering 
on  the  sea>coast,  is  every  where  intersected  by  rivers,  creeks, 
and  lakes,  on  the  margin  of  which,  or  at  no  great  distance 
fr(»m  them,  the  country,  for  the  most  part,  is  covered  with 
inexhaustible  forests  of  pine,  spruce,  birch,  beech,  maple, 
elm,  fir,  and  other  timber^  proper  for  masts  of  any  size,  lum- 
ber, and  ship-building.  The  smaller  rivers  afford  excellent 
situations  for  saw-mills,  and  every  stream,  by  the  melting  of 
the  snow  in  the  spring,  is  rendered  deep  enough  to  float  down 
the  masts  and  timber  of  every  description,  which  the  inhabi- 
tants have  cut  and  brought  to  its  banks,  during  the  long  and 
severe  winters  of  this  climate,  when  their  agricultural  pur- 
suits are  necessarily  suspended.  The  lands  in  the  interior  of 
the  province  are  generally  excellent,  and,  where  cleared,  have 
proved  very  productive.  , 

Great  advances  have  not  hitherto  been  made  in  agriculture, 
fur  want  of  a  sufficient  number  of  inhabitants ;  yet,  within  a 
few  years,  there  has  remained,  beyond  the  domestic  supply,  a 
considerable  surplus,  in  horses,  salted  provisions,  and  butter, 
for  exportation*. 

*  See  the  Quarterly  Colouial  Journal. 
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Nova  Scotia  lies  to  the  eastward  of  New  Brunswick,  the 
Bay  of  Fundy  entering  between  the  two  colonies.  Its  di- 
mensions are  much  smaller  than  those  of  New  Brunswick ; 
and,  as  abdve  intimated,  it  is,  for  the  most  part,  surrounded  by 
the  sea.  Like  New  Brunswick,  its  chief  riches  have  hitherto 
consisted  in  timber,  or  lumber,  and  lish ;  but  its  agricultural 
produce  is  now  increasing,  and  its  climate  is  found  to  be  very 
superior  to  what  has  been  hitherto  represented'*''.  ^ 

Halifax,  situate  in  the  Bay  of  Chebucto,  on  the  Atlantic 
Ocean,  is  the  capital  of  Nova  Scotia ;  and  Windsor,  situ- 
ate in  the  Bay  of  Fundy,  is  a  principal  town  of  the  same 
province. 

Maine,  a  district  of  the  United  States,  and  part  of  the 
state  of  Massachusetts,  borders  to  the  southward,  on  New 
Brunswick,  and  like  it,  is  bounded  on  the  west  by  Lower 
Canada  aiid  New  Hampshire,  Like  Nova  Scotia  and  New 
Brunswick,  its  principal  exports  are  lumber  and  fish,  and  its 
agriculture  is  also  advancing.  A  strong  spirit  of  emigration, 
however,  prevails  among  its  inhabitants,  great  numbers  of 
whom  are  leaving  it,  in  order  to  settle  on  the  Ohio  and  Mis- 
sissippi.    Portland  is  its  principal  town.  .  . 

Massachusetts  Proper,  of  which  the  principal  town  is  Bos- 

tOQ.  lies  to  the  southward  of  Maine. 

' ,      .  ^ 

Connecticut,  of  which  Newhaven  is  a  principal  town,  lies 
to  the  southward  of  Massachusetts ;  and  New  York  is  to  the 
southward  of  Connecticut. 

*  For  Meteorological  tables,  an<l  various  exact  details  conceriiin«; 
the  climate  of  Nova  Scotia,  au<l  for  a  view  and  description  of  Hali- 
fax, ace  the  Quarterly  Colonial  Journal,  No.  VI,  &c.  ' 
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On  the  second  day  of  August,  1814,  in  the  afternoon,  I 
was  called  upon  by  Wills  Frederick  Knox,  Esq.  resident  in 
the  parish  of  Norton,  King's  county,  province  of  New 
Brunswick,  (son  of  the  celebrated  William  Knox,  £sq.  for- 
merly Under  Secretary  of  State,  and  agent  for  the  province 
of  New-Brunswick  and  Prince  Edward  Island,)  who  requested 
me  to  take  into  custody,  and  confine  in  the  gaol  of  the  said 
county  of  King's,  a  decent-looking  young  man,  by  the  name 
of  Henry  More  Smith,  who,  he  informed  me,  had  been  ap- 
prehended for  stealing  and  carrying  away  a  valuable  horse 
from  him,  on  the  20th  of  July  last;  and  that  he  had  himself 
pursued  him  into  the  province  of  Nova  Scotia,  as  far  as  Pictou, 
a  distance  of  270  miles,  which  the  prisoner  had  performed  in 
three  days.—* That,  by  procuring  fresh  horses,  he  overtook  him 
on  the  24th,  and  had  him  apprehended  by  John  Pearson, 
Deputy  Sheriff  at  Pictou,  and  taken  before  the  Justices,  in 
their  Court,  then  sitting  at  that  place— that  he  had  recovered 
his  horse,  a  watch,  and  fifteen  guineas,  found  with  the  pri- 
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soner-^and  obtained  a  warrant  of  conveyance  through  the 
several  counties,  to  the  cotmty  of  King's,  in  order  there  to 
take  his  trial-^that  he  had  found  him  to  be  a  great  villain  $ 
that  he  assumed  difTereut  names ;  had  committed  depredations 
on  the  road  to  Pictou— and  attempted  several  times  to  make 
his  escape  from  the  Sheriffti— that  if  it  had  not  been  for  hi* 
OM'D  vigilance^  they  would  not  have  kept  him— that  he  had 
thus  brought  him  safe  to  prison—- and  unless  he  was  well  taifen 
care  of  he  would  effect  an  escape  yet.  I  replied,  Sir,  I  think 
you  deserve  credit  for  your  exertions  in  pursuing  the  thief, 
and  recovering  your  horse ;  but  if  such  is  his  character,  I  can- 
not thank  you  for  bringing  him  to  me ;  I  had  much  rather  yoii 
had  left  him  to  his  fate  in  that  province.  I  fear  we  shall  have 
much  trouble  with  him— which  was  verified  in  the  extreme,  as 
will  appear  in  the  sequel.  I  shall  take  care,  however,  that 
he  does  not  escape  very  easily.  He  was  then  received  into 
prison,  on  the  warrant  of  conveyance,  for  examination,  without 
a  regular  commitment. 

The  prisoner  came  on  horseback— it  was  raining  and  near 
night.  Having  rode  all  day,  he  was  very  wet ;  and  not  having 
a  shift  of  clothes,  and  the  stove  out  of  order  in  the  criminals' 
room  in  the  prison,  I  directed  the  gaoler  to  put  him  hand- 
cuffed into  tlie  debtors',  and  give  him  fire,  that  he  might  dry 
himself,  or  his  health  would  be  in  danger.  The  day  following 
he  was  removed  into  ihe  criminals'  room,  which  being  very 
ati'ong,  irons  were  considered  unnecessary — and,  as  he  appeared 
to  be  very  inoffensive,  his  handcuffs  were  taken  off^  and,  being 
provided  with  a  comfortable  birth,  with  sti*aw  and  blankets, 
he  seemed  reconciled  to  his  situation.  He  wished  for  an 
opportunity  to  send  for  his  portmanteau,  which  he  said  he 
had  left,  with  some  other  articles,  in  care  of  Mr.  Joseph 
Stackhouse,  near  St.  John,  and  which  contained  his  clothes. 
He  stated,  that  all  his  money  had  been  taken  from  him,  and 
that  he  must  sell  his  clothes  to  purchase  necessaries,  and  pro- 
cure a  lawyer,  as  he  was  a  stranger  hi  this  country,  and  knew 
nobody,  and  hud  no  friends  to  help  him— that  he  was  young, 
only  twtnty-lwo  years  of  age,  and  iiad  never  seen  a  court,  or 
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knew  any  thing  about  the  law— and  had  not  been  in  America 
more  than  one  year  and  a  balf—> that  he  came  from  England  on 
account  of  the  war ;  that  he  was  born  in  Brighton ;  that  his 
father  and  mother  were  living  there  now,  and  that  he  expected 
them  out  to  Halifax  next  spring,  as  he  had  lately  purchased 
a  valuable  farm  on  the  river  Philip,  and  had  wrote  to  them  to 
comer-tbat  he  had  rode  to  Saint  John  on  business,  and  saw 
C|||lonel  Daniels,  of  the  g9th  regiment"— who  enquired  of  bim 
if  be  knew  a  horse  that  would  span  with  one  that  he  drove  in 
bis  carriage— he  said  he  tliought  he  did—- the  Colonel  told  him, 
if  he  would  bring  him  a  horse  that  would  span*  with  his  within 
a  fortnight,  that  he  would  pay  him  two  hundred  dollars-^e 
Iben  said  that  he  bad  not  money  enough  to  purchase  the  horse ; 
(hat  if  he  would  let  him  have  fifteen  guineas,  he  would  leave 
the  mare  he  then  rode,  in  pledge,  until  he  brought  the  horse ; 
as  be  knew  there  was  a  vessel  then  ready  going  from  Saint 
John  to  Cumberland,  where  the  horse  belonged—- to  which 
proposal  Colonel  Daniels  agreed ;  and  gave  him  the  money. 
Leaving  the  mare,  he  went  to  his  lodgings,  about  one  mile 
out  of  town :  but,  before  he  returned,  the  vessel  had  gone,  and 
left  him ;  and  having  no  other  opportunity  to  go  by  water, 
wras  obliged  to  set  out  on  foot ;  and  having  a  long  distance  to 
travel,  and  short  time  to  perform  it,  was  obliged  to  travel  all 
n^ht,  and  at  day-break  was  overtaken  by  a  stranger,  with  a 
large  Borse  and  a  small  mare ;  which  he  offered  for  sale  ;  and, 
being  tired  with  walking,  he  offered  ten  pounds  for  the  mare, 
which  be  accepted-<*and  they  rode  on  together  some  time, 
when  he  began  to  find  that  the  mare  would  not  answer  his 
purpose ;  that  he  bad  not  money  to  purchase  the  horse  he  was 
going  after-wthat  be  should  not  be  able  to  sell  the  mare,  and 
would  thus  lose  bis  object— and,  as  the  horse  was  a  good  look- 
ing one,  which  he  might  sell  for  the  money  again,  he  bantered 
the  man  for  a  8wap,t  which  he  agreed  to,  and  exchanged  the 
horse,  saddle  and  bridle,  for  the  uiare,  and  fifteen  pounds  to 
boot,  which  he  paid  him,  and  took  a  receipt  for  the  money, 
which  he  produced,  written  in  the  following  words : 

•  »  Match."— Editor. 

f  "  Made  overtures  for  an  cxclianje."— EunoRi 
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*'  Received,  July  86th,  1814,  of  Henry  More  Smitlf, 
**  fifteen  pounds  in  swap*  of  a  horse,  between  a  small  niare 
"  and  a  large  bay  horse,  that  I  let  him  have,  with  a  star,  six 
"  or  seven  years  old.  **  James  Chvhnan." 

This  receipt  was  written  and  signed  in  two  distinct  hand* 
writings.  He  said,  that  he  then  proceeded  on  his  journey  to 
Cumberland,  and  bargained  for  the  horse,  which  was  the  ob* 
ject  of  his  pursuit ;  but,  not  having  money  enough  to  pay  for 
him,  was  obliged  to  sell  tlie  horse  that  he  rode ;  and,  hearing 
that  Colonel  Dixon,  of  Truro,  wanted  such  a  horse,  proceeded 
there  in  great  haste ;  and,  arriving  at  Truro,  found  Colonel 
Dixon  was  gone  to  Pictou,  forty  miles  farther,  to  attend 
Court,  which  was  to  sit  at  that  time ;  and  he  was  obliged  to 
proceed  on  with  all  speed— Tlie  next  day  being  Sunday,  was 
obliged  to  stay  until  Monday,  before  he  could  sell  his  horse ; 
and  was  there  overtaken  by  Mr.  Knox,  who  had  him  appre- 
hended and  charged  with  stealing  his  horse,  and  taken  before 
the  Court  there—and  being  a  stranger,  and  no  one  to  speak 
for  him,  they  had  taken  all  his  money  and  his  watch  from 
him,  and  sent  him  back  to  King's  county  gaol,  there  to  take 
his  trial— and  complained  of  being  misused  on  his  way  by 
Mr.  Knox.  He  shewed  great  anxiety  about  his  situation,  and 
to  make  inquiry  after  the  man  who  sold  him  the  horse,  as  he 
Mas  convinced  the  horse  was  stolen,  and  that  the  thief  would 
be  out  of  the  way  unless  he  was  taken  soon  ;  and  tlien  his  case 
must  be  desperate,  as  he  had  neither  money  nor  friends,  and 
knew  nothing  of  the  law  himself. 

It  so  happened,  the  day  following,  that  I  had  occasion  to 
go  to  the  city  of  St.  John,  in  company  with  Dr.  Paddock, 

sen. On  our  way,  had  pccasion  to  call  at  Mr.  Nathaniel 

. Gulden's  taverri,  at  the  French  village  in  Hampton;  and, 
i^hen  placing  our  horses  under  his  shed,  1  saw  a  man  mount 
a  horse  in  haste,  (hat  stood  at  the  steps  of  the  door,  and  ride 
away  towards  St.  John  with  great  speed,  apparently  as  if  in 

•  "  In  Qxckange." — Editor. 
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fear  of  being  overtaken— and  on  inquiry  who  he  was,  vre  were 
told  by  Mrs.  Golden,  that  he  was  a  stranger,  who  had  called 
there  once  or  twice  before,  and  that  she  believed  his  name  was 
Churman  or  Churnun— I  replied,  to  the  Doctor,  f /tat  was  the 
name  of  the  man  that  the  prisoner  Smith  said  had  sold  him 
the  horse!  Mrs.  Golden  said,  she  could  know  by  inquiring  in 
the  other  room,  which  she  did,  and  answered  in  the  affirm- 
ative. We  then  made  inquiries,  on  the  road  as  we  travelled 
towards  St.  John  ;  but  heard  nothing  more  of  the  stranger, by 
that  name,  ever  afterwards.  ' 

After  my  return  from  St.  John,  I  informed  the  prisoner, 
Smith,  of  the  circumstance— he  appeared  extremely  elated 
with  the  idea  of  having  him  taken,  and  said,  if  he  had  money 
or  friends,  he  could  have  him  taken  and  brought  to  justice, 
and  then  be  set  at  liberty— but  if  he  made  his  escape  out  of 
the  country,  his  own  case  must  be  miserable.  He  wished  to 
apply  to  a  lawyer  for  advice,  and  was  advised  to  employ 
Charles  I.  Peters,  Esq.  attorney,  at  St.  John,  and  told,  that  he 
need  not  fear,  but  if  there  was  any  way  to  get  him  clear,  that 
he  would  do  it  for  him  faithfully. 

The  first  opportunity  that  offered,  he  wrote  an  order  to 
Mr.  Joseph  Stackhouse,  at  St.  John,  where  he  had  lodged, 
fur  his  portmanteau,  and  some  articles  left  for  sale,  and  if 
sold,  to  apply  the  money  as  a  retainer  to  Mr.  Peters,  his 
attorney.  The  return  brought  a  genteel  portmanteau;  and  a 
pair  of  boots,  leaving  a  small  consideration  in  the  hands  of 
Mr.  Peters,  as  a  retainer,  upon  condition  of  his  making  up 
the  remainder  to  the  amount  of  five  guineas,  before  Court; 
with  which  he  appeared  perfectly  satisfied,  and  said  he  must 
sell  his  clothes,  and  other  things  out  of  his  portmanteau,  that 
he  could  spare,  and  make  the  money.  He  gave  me  his  key, 
with  which  I  opened  his  portmanteau,  and  found  it  well  filled 
with  clothes.  1  found  two  or  three  genteel  coats,  with  vests 
and  pantaloons,  of  the  first  cloth  and  fashion,  with  silk 
stockings  and  gloves,  _a  superfine  4)ver-coat,  of  the  modern 
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fashion,  faced  with  black  silk  ;  a  number  of  books,  consisting 
of  a  neat  pocket  Bible  and  Prayer  Book,  London  Gazetteer, 
Ready  Reckoner,  and  several  other  useful  books  for  a  traveller 
^le  had  also  a  night  and  duy  spy-glass,  of  the  first  kind,  and 
a  small  magnifying  glass,  in  a  turtle-shell  case,  and  several 
other  useful  articles,  without  any  thing  suspicious;  which 
induced  us  to  think,  at  least,  he  had  been  fitted  out  by  careful 
parents,  and  was  possibly  innocent  of  the  charge.  He  sooa 
commenced  selling  his  clothes  and  other  articles  ;  any  persoa 
Mho  wished  to  speak  to  him,  waa  permitted  to  come  to  the 
wicket  door,  through  which  he  disposed  of  his  articles,  as  he 
•aid,  out  of  necessity,  to  raise  money  to  retain  his  lawyer  and 
to  purchase  necessaries;  and  many  purchased  out  of  com* 
passion  for  his  situation. — Among  others,  a  young  man,  whn 
said  he  knew  him  while  at  St.  John,  came  once  or  twice  to 
visit  him ;  fod,  some  of  the  glass  being  broken,  he  found  it 
convenient  to  talk  with  him  through  the  grates  at  the  window ; 
and,  the  last  time,  took  away  the  night  and  day  glass,  as  he 
said,  for  a  debt  he  was  owing  himj  but,  I  suspect,  left  au  old 
watch  in  exchange. 


Tlie  prisoner  continued  to  complain  of  a  bad  cough,  and 
pain  from  the  ill  usage  which  he  said  he  received  from 
Mr.  Knox.  He  appeared  to  employ  himself  in  reading  his 
Bible,  and  behaved  himself  with  great  decency  and  propriety. 


On  the  13th  of  August,  I  received  a  letter  from  Mr.  Chip- 
man,  Clerk  of  the  Circuit  Court,  directing  that  the  prisoner 
be  examined  before  two  magistrates,  and  regularly  committed. 
—After  proper  notice,  Judge  Pickett,  Mr.  Justice  Ketchum, 
and  Mr.  Knox,  attended  his  examination  ;  and  the  facts  were 
found  to  the  same  effect  as  before  related,  upon  which  a 
regular  commitment  was  made  out.  In  the  course  of  his 
examination  he  said  his  name  was  "  [Ienry  MoKfi  Smith." 
Being  asked  what  occupntion  he  bad  followed  in  this  CQun« 
try  ?  he  answered,  "  No  one  in  particular."  Mr.  Knox  hastily 
asked  him  how  he  got  his  living,  then  r  he  replic<l,  with 


^  v'>«^-. 


^i 


•     A  NARRATIVE,  &c. 

great  firmncas  and  composnu^, "  By  my  honesty,  Sir  /"  He  mm 
ilien  retiiriied  to  prison,  and  showed  no  anxiety  about  what 
had  liken  place.  He  coinplitiuedof  pu.'n  in  his  side,  and  ap« 
pearcd  to  cough  very  hullovv,  but  tubmitted  to  his  conlinimeDt 
without  a  luurmur. 

'  The  prison  was  kept  by  Mr.  Walter  Dibblee,  a  man  of 
learning  and  talents,  who  for  several  years  hod  been  afflicted 
with  that  painful  infirmity  the  gravel,  so  that  for  the  most 
part  of  his  time  he  was  confined  to  the  house,  and  frequently 
to  his  room  in  the  County-House,  where  he  taught  a  school, 
which,  together  with  the  fees  and  perquisites  of  the  (Jaol  and 
Court-House,  afforded  a  decent  and  comfortable  living  for 
his  small  family,  which  consisted  of  his  wife,  a  daughter,  and 
a  son  about  nineteen  years  old,  named  John  Dibblee,  who 
constantly  absisted  his  father.  It  is  necessary  also  to  mention, 
that  Mr.  Dibblee  was  in  high  esimation  in  the  Masonic  Lodge 
held  at  Kingston,  of  which  he  was  a  principal  member. 
Under  these  circumstances,  I  had  but  seldom  occasion  to 
visit  the  prison,  and,  as  I  lived  at  the  distance  of  half  a  mile, 
did  not  visit  it  oftener  than  once  a  week,  except  on  special 
occasions.  I  am  therefore  indebted  to  Mr.  Dibblee  for  some 
of  the  particulars  related  in  the  subsequent  narration. 

Shortly  after  his  commitment,  Smith  was  visited  by  Lieut. 
A.  Baxter,  an  officer  of  the  New  Brunswick  Fenciblcs,  then 
recruiting  at  Kingston,  who  proposed  to  him  to  enlist.  He 
spumed  the  idea  of  being  permitted  to  enlist  to  get  out  of 
prison.  He  was,  however,  prevailed  upon  to  write  to  his  at- 
torney upon>the  subject,  and  received  for  answer,  in  very  short 
words,  that  it  was  inadmissible,  and  he  advised  him  to  con- 
tent himself,  and  wait  the  issue  of  his  trial.  He  appeared 
much  dissatisfied  with  the  shortness  of  his  answer,  and  said  he 
did  not  know  what  it  meant ;  that  the  attorney  appeared  very 
angry,  and  that  he  could  not  have  much  to  expect  from  such 
a  man.  He  was  advised  to  rely  with  confidence  on  Mr.  Pe- 
ters, and  assured  if  any  thiiig  could  be  done  in  his  favour  it 
would  not  be  neglected.    He  never  after  inquired  for  his  at* 
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torney,  but  set  out  to  free  himseif  from  prison  by  a  more  sum- 
mary process  than  the  law. 

He  continued  to  complain  of  the  ill  usage  he  had  received 
on  the  road  when  taken,  particularly  of  a  blow  from  Mr. 
Knox  with  a  pistol  in  his  side,  (as  he  said,)  which  felled 
him  to  the  ground  like  a  dead  man— that  when  he  came  to, 
he  raised  blood,  and  it  was  some  time  before  he  was  able 
to  breathe  regular—that  he  continued  to  raise  blood  two  or 
three  days  on  the  road,  and  the  pain  had  never  left  him, 
but  now  increased  very  fast,  owing  to  the  cold  he  had  taken 
—•that  he  believed  it  was  gathering  on  the  inside ;  that  it 
swelled,  and  was  very  painful ;  and  he  frequently  raised  blood 
when  coughing.  He  showed  the  bruised  place  in  his  side, 
Avhich  appeared  black,  swelled  and  sore,  verifying  his  com- 
plaints: this  was  about  the  7th  September.  Finding  him  so  ill, 
we  repaired  the  stove-pipes,  suppUed  him  with  fuel,  and  made 
the  room  comfortable.  He  appeared  to  complain  as  little  as 
possible,  but  lost  his  appetite,  and  required  light  food.  His 
health  seemed  gradually  to  decay,  and  his  complaints  regularly 
to  increase—- pain  in  his  head  and  eyes  with  dizziness,  and  sick- 
ness at  the  stomach ;  puking  and  raising  blood,  with  great 
complaints  of  the  soreness  in  his  side,  and  consequent  de- 
bility and  weakness.  On  the  1 1th  September  found  iiim  gra- 
dually falling  away— sent  for  a  doctor  who  examined  iiis  side 
and  other  complaints,  and  gave  him  medicine.  The  12th  he 
appeared  to  be  something  better— 1 3th,  at  evening,  grew  worse ; 
pains  increased— 14th,  unable  to  walk,  very  high  fever— 15th, 
puking  and  raising  blood— 1 6th,  the  Rev.  Mr.  Scovit  visited 
the  prisoner  in  the  morning;  found  him  very jU;  sent  him 
toast  and  wine,  and  other  things  for  his  comfort— At  three 
P.  M.  the  doctor  attended,  and  gave  him  medicine— At  six 
o'clock  much  the  same;  unable  to  help  himself— could  eat 
nothing— puked  up  every  thing  he  took. — 18th,  The  prisoner 
appeared  still  to  grow  worse.— Judge  Pickett,  with  several 
other  neighbours  visited  him ;  asked  him  if  he  wanted  any 
thing  that  he  could  take ;  he  said  nothing,  unless  it  was  an 
orange  or  a  lemon.— 19th,  Appeared  sensibly  to  decline  very 


A  NARRATIVE,  &c. 


9 


low.-— At  2  o'clock  the   doctor  attended  him ;  said  the  man 
must  be  removed  out  of  that  room ;   that  he  was  too  ill  to  be 
kept  there,  and  that  it  was  of  no  use  to  give  him  medicine  in 
that  place.— 20th,  in  the  morning  found  him  no  better— At 
10  o'clock  Mr.  Thaddeus  Scribner,  and  others,  went  in  to  see 
the  prisoner ;  examined  the  room,  and  found  no  dampness— 4 
o'clock,  the  Rev.  Mr.  Scovil  attended  him  as  a  clergyman-* 
Smith  told  him  he  had  no  hope  that  he  should  ever  recover ; 
that  he  was  born  in  England ;  that  his  parents  were  formerly 
of  the  persuasion  of  the  Church  of  England,  but  latterly  had 
joined  the  Methodists ;  that  he  came  away  on  account  of  the 
war,  and  expected  his  father  and  mother  out.— 21st,  the  Rev. 
Mr.  Scovil, and  other  of  the  neighbours,  visited  him— found  him 
no  better,  but  evidently  falling  away,  and  no  hopes  of  his  re- 
covery—22d,  the  prisoner  very  low,  and  his  complaints  of  the 
most  fatal  nature ;  violent  fever,  accompanied  with  agues  and 
chills ;  his  feet  and  legs  cold  by  turns ;  great  pain,  with  in« 
flammation  in  his  bowels ;  nothing  but  blood  came  from  him 
for  two  days ;  his  weakness  increasing,  was  not  able  to  help 
himself  up  or  down,  and  had  but  just  strength  enough  to  speak 
above  his  breath— he  feared  he  should  die  for  want  of  medi- 
cal assistance,  as  the  doctor  had  refused  to  attend  him  any 
more  in  that  place.  —He  had,  from  his  decency,  and  the  inof- 
fensive simplicity  of  his  manners,  excited  the  compassion  of 
all  who  visited  him.— At  (j  o'clock  the  Rev.  Mr.  Scovil,  and  a 
large  number  of  the  neighbours,  came  in,  and  staid  until  10 ; 
they  did  not  think  he  would  live  till  morning.— Friday,  Sept. 
23,  went  early  to  the  gaol— found  the  prisoner  lying   naked 
on  the  floor,  and  in  great  distress—  had  fallen  through  pain 
and  dizziness,  (as  he  said,)  and  could  not  get  himself  up ;  was 
lifted  into  his  bed,  almost  expired ;  he  continued  to  decline  ; 
could  take  no  nourishment ;  and  could  speak   with  difficulty 
only,  to  be  heard,  until  5  o'clock  P.  M.  when  he  was  supposed 
to  be  dying ;  all  signs  of  life  were  gone  long  enough   to  go 
to  another  room  for  a  bottle  of  hartshorn,  with  which  he 
seemed  to  revive ;  called  in  the  Rev.  Mr.  Scovil,  Mr.  Perkins, 
and  Mr.  G.  Raymond,  near  neighbours,  and  Mr.  Eddy,  from 
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St.  John,  who  happened  to  be  there,  and  dli  $tippOfl6d  hllti 
dying  ;  he,  however,  revived,  and  recoviered  \m  senseii ;  he  was 
told  that  he  had  had  a  tit ;  he  said  he  was  sensible  of  it ;  that  it 
was  a  family  infirmity ;  that  most  of  his  connections  had  died 
that  way,  and  that  he  could  not  survive  another,  which  would 
probably  come  upon  him  about  the  same  time  next  day ;  that 
he  should  not  recover,  but  God  would  have  him ;  and  asked 
Mr.  Scovil  to  go  to  prayer,  which  he  did,  and  prayer  was  at- 
tiendled  with  solemnity  by  all  present.  He  had  no  regular 
watchers,  but  it  was  thought  highly  improper  to  leave  him 
alone  this  night,  and  John  Dibblee  and  Charles  Chambeau 
were  appointed  by  the  sheriff  to  watch  with  him ;  and  the 
following  letter  was  written  by  the  sheriff,  and  dispatched,  by 
Mr.  Raymond,  to  Mr.  Peters,  the  prisoner's  attorney  :— 

"  Dear  Sir, — T  fear  we  shall  be  disappointed  in  bur  expec- 
tation of  thelrialof  the  prisoner.  More  Smith,  at  the  approach- 
ing Court,  as  I  presume  he  will  be  removed  by  death  before 
that  time.  He  is  dying,  in  conisequence  of  a  blow  that  he  re- 
ceived (as  he  says)  from  Mr.  Knox,  with  a  pistol,  which  he  has 
regularly  complained  of  since  he  has  been  in  gaol,  and  is  now 
thought  past  recovery.  As  it  will  be  a  matter  of  hvquiry,  and 
blew  to  me,  will  thank  you  to  let  me  know  by  the  bearer  what 
will  be  the  necessary  steps  for  me  to  take ;  and  not  fail,  as  I 
have  but  little  hopes  of  his  continuing  until  m'orning. 

**  Yours,  &c.  "  W.  Bates." 


I 


Tlie  return  of  the  bearer  brought  the  following  answer  :^- 

"  Saint  John,  Sept.  24,  1814. 
**  Dear  Sir,— Your  favour  of  yesterday  I  received  this  morn- 
ing, and  ant  sorry  to  hear  so  desponding  an  accouht  of  the  unfor- 
tunate man  in  your  custody.  It  will  be  your  duty,  I  conceive, 
immediately  to  have  a  coroner's  inquest  9n  the  body,  and  then 
cause  it  to  be  decently  interred.  With  respect  to  the  charge 
of  the  cause  of  the  death,  that  is  a  circumstance  which  must 
rest  wholly  on  the  facts.    If  any  physician  shall  attend  him, 


A  NARRATIVE,  &c. 


11 


let  liim  be  particular  in  taking  down  in  writing  what  the  man 
sa^rs  in  his  last  moments,  as  to  the  circumstances;  and  if  a  jus* 
tice  should  he  present,  it  would  not  be  amiss.    |n  haste, 

"  Yours  sincerely, 
"  W,  Bates,  Esq,  .  «  C.  J.  Pjetebs." 


its 


Saturday,  Sept.  24th,  the  watchers  reported  that  he  had 
passed  a  very  restless  night,  and  but  just  survived  the  morn- 
ing. The  following  note  was  then  sent  to  the  physician  who 
had  attended  him  :— 

<*  Kingston,  Sept.  34, 1814. 
"  Dear  Doctor, Smith,  the  prisoner,  says  that  he  is  suf- 
fering for  want  of  medical  assistance,  and  that  you  will  not 
attend  him,  unless  he  can  be  removed  into  another  room,  which 
cannot  be  permitted ;  but  he  must  take  his  fate,  and  if  he  dies 
io  gaol  an  inquiry  will  take  place,  which  may  prove  to  your 
disadvantage.     I  must  therefore  request  your  attention. 

« I  am  truly  yours,  &c.  .  «  W.  B."  t 

"  Dr.  A.  Paddock,  Jun.  "  \ 


"f 


•  « » 


At  this  time,  the  compassion  of  the  whole  neighbourhood 
\vas  very  strongly  excited,  especially  that  of  the  family  of  Mr. 
Scovil,  who  sent  him  any  thing  he  wanted  for  his  comfort,  as 
did  also  Mr.  Perkin's  and  Mr.  Raymond's  families,  who  were 
near.  Mr.  Pefkins  visited  him  about  10  o'clock,  and  kindly 
offered  to  watch  with  him  that  night,  for  which  he  appeared 
very  thankful.  About  5  o'clock  the  Doctor  attended  him, 
and  gave  him  some  medicine ;  found  him  so  weak  that  he 
was  obliged  to  haye  him  lifted  up,  to  give  him  his  medicine, 
and,  to  all  human  appearance,  he  was  unable  to  help  himself  in 
the  least ;  but  the  Doctor  said,  he  did  not  think  him  so  near 
his  end  as  to  die  before  morning,  unless  he  went  off  in  a  tit. 
Jf  e  was  then  left  to  himself,  with  a  probable  ej^pectation  that 
|ie  would  shortly  be  taken  with  another  fit,  and  would  un- 
doubtedly expire.  About  six  o'clock  in  the  evening,  the  R«v. 
Mr.  Scovil  observed  to  his  family  that  it  was  about  the  time 
that  SpiUh  bad  his  fit  yesterday,  that  he  thought  it  pro^blc 
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he  would  die  suddenly,  and  that  he  would  walk  over  to  Mr. 
Dibblee,  at  the  goal,  and  be  ready  there,  at  the  time,  as  it  would 
be  unpleasant  to  him  to  be  alone.— This  so  much  raised  the 
sensibility  of  Madam  Scovil,  she  could  not  bear  the  reflection, 
that  a  child,  perhaps,  of  respectable  parents,  should  lie  so  near 
to  her,  in  a  strange  county,  and  die  upon  a  bed  of  straw ;  so, 
calling  her  wench,  Amy,  "  Here,"  said  she,  "  take  this  feather 
bed,  and  carry  it  to  the  gaol,  and  tell  your  master  that  I  have 
sent  it  for  Smith  to  die  on."     Mr.  Scovil  had  not  been  in  the 
house,  and  sat  down  with  Mr.  Dibblee,  but  a  few  minutes,  when 
a  noise  \«  as  heard  from  Smith  in  the  gaol.  John  Dibblee,  who 
constantly  attended  him,  ran  in  haste,  and  unlocked  the  prison 
door,  and  found  Smith  expiring ;  his  feet  and  legs  cold  to  his 
knees,  and  in  great  pain  ;  he  begged  of  John  to  run,  and  heat 
e  brick,  that  was  near,  to  give  one  moment's  relief,  while  he  was 
dying.     John,  of  course,  ran  in  haste  from  the  gaol,  round  the 
stairway,  through  a  passage  that  led  to  the  kitchen,  where  was 
a  large  fire  of  coals,  hito  which  he  put  the  brick,  waited  n6t 
more  than  three  minutes,  and  returned  with  it  warmed— but  to 
his  indescribable  astonishment— FOUND  NO  ONE   IN 
THE  BED ! !     He  ran  with  the  tidings  to  his  father  and  the 
Rev.  Mr.  Scovil,  (zcho  were  sitting  in  a  room  by  which  fte 
must  have  passed  to  go  out)  who  could  not  believe  the  report,  un- 
til they  had  examined,  and  found,  that  not  only  the  man  was  gone, 
hut  every  thing  he  had  in  the  room  was  taken  away  with  him ! 

On  going  out,  and  looking  round  the  house  for  him,  Mr.  Sco- 
vil met  Amy,  with  the  feather  bed,  who  said  to  him,  "  Misses 
send  the  bed  for  Smith."  Her  master  told  her  to  take  it 
homeland  tell  her  mistress,  "Smith  was  gone."  Amy  ran  home, 
and  told  her  mistress, "  Massa  say,  Smit  gone ;  he  no  want  em 
bed."— "Ah!"  exclaimed  her  mistress,  "poor  man!  is  he 
dead  i  Well,  Amy,  then  you  may  run  and  carry  over  a  shirt, 
and  a  sheet,  to  lay  Smith  out  in."  Amy  ran  over,  and  told  her 
master  accordingly.—"  You  may  take  them  back,"  said  he, 
"  Smith  is  gone.'* — "  Where  is  he  gone,  massa  ?"  "  I  don't 
know,"  said  he,  "  without  the  devil  has  taken  him  off  "—so 
great  was  his  astonishment  at  the  deception.  In  the  mean 
time,  the  alarm  spread  iu  the  neighbourhood,  and  a  Mr.  Yaa- 
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<^le,  who  happened  to  be  passing,  was  sent,  with  the  tidings,  to 
the  sheriff,  whom  he  met  on  his  way  to  the  gaol,  to  see  tiie 
last  moments  of  Smith.  Being  told  that  Smith  was  gone— 
**  Poor  fellow!"  said  he,  "  I  expected  it;  what  time  did  he 
die  ?"— "  But  he  is  gone  of  clear  .'"—•"  It  is  impossible  he  can 
be  far  out  of  bed !"  «  Why,"  said  Mr.  Yandle,  "  on  passing, 
I  saw  them  all  out,  about  the  gaol,  looking  for  him,  and  no 
one  could  tell  which  ^yay  he  had  gone,"—"  Unparalleled  and 
abominable  deception !  How  did  he  get  out  of  gaol  ?"— He 
believed  John  Dibblee  left  the  door  open,  and,  while  he  was 
gone  to  heat  a  brick.  Smith  made  his  escape.  This  was  our 
first  introduction  to  the  true  character  of  Henry  More 
Smith;  and  it  is  impossible  to  express,  or  even  to  conceive, 
with  what  wonderful  plausibility  he  imposed  a  feigned  illness, 
upon  all  who  saw  him,  as  a  profound  reulity.  — 


In  order  to  explain  his  further  progress,  the  reader  should 
have  some  knowledge  of  the  country.  Kingston  is  situated 
on  a  neck  or  tongue  of  land,  formed  by  the  long  reach  of  the 
river  St.  John  and  Belleisle  Bay,  running  north  east  and  south 
west  on  the  east  side-— and  by  the  river  Kennebeccasis,  run. 
ning  the  same  course  on  the  west  side,  and  emptying  into  the 
Grand  Bay  of  the  river  St.  John,  about  five  miles  from  its 
mouth-— leaving  a  tract  of  land,  between  the  two  rivers,  of 
about  five  miles  in  width,  and  upwards  of  thirty  miles  in 
length.  The  winter  road,  by  ice,  from  Fredericton  (the  seat 
of  government)  to  the  city  of  St.  John,  crosses  the  land  to  the 
Kenebeccasis,and  is  inhabited  on  both  sides.  This  road  is  inter- 
sected, in  the  centre,  by  another,  running  north  east,  about  seven 
miles,  and  thence  branching  easterly,  crossing  the  river  Kenne- 
beccasis, at  the  distance  of  thirty  miles,  h  ding  through  the 
county  of  Westmoreland,  heading  the  bay  of  Fundy  at  Cuno- 
berland  ;  and  leading  from  thence,  by  different  roads,  to  Hali- 
fax, Pictou,  and  every  part  of  Nova  Scotia.  The  western 
branch  of  the  said  road,  running  northerly  to  the  head  of  Belle* 
isle  Bay,  thence  to  tlie  Washadamoac  lake ;  crossing  the  ferry, 
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thence  to  the  Jemsag  creek,  and  thence  to  Fredeiicton  by  land, 
through  Maugerville,  Oil  the  east  side  of  the  liver  St.  John. 
At  the  intersection  of  these  roads,  on  an  eminence,  stand  the 
church  and  the  ronrt-house,  (under  uiiich  is  the  prison,) 
fronting  each  other.  Tliere  is  also  a  road  running  north-west, 
nnd  south-east,  from  the  gaol,  leading  m  esterly  to  Belieisle  Bay, 
crossing  a  ferry  at  the  distance  of  five  miles;  thence  to  a 
abort  ferry  at  Tenant's  Cove,  thence  to  the  ferry  crossing  the 
liver  St.  John ;  and  thence  tlirough  Gagetown,  on  the  west 
side  the  river,  to  Fredericton,  distant  8i.\ty  miles :— vthe  aaid 
road  leading  south-easterly  from  the  gaol  to  the  ferry  over  the 
Keunebeccasis,  and  from  thence,  on  the  west  side  of  the  river, 
to  the  city  St.  John.  The  house  of  Mr.  F.  Newman  Per- 
kins, standing  northerly,  at  the  distance  of  ten  rods  from  the 
gaol— at  an  equal  distance  southerly,  the  house  of  the  Rev. 
E.  Scovil,  and  other  houses  in  different  directions— 'the  land  all 
clear,  and  no  shelter,  for  a  considerable  distance,  but  fences. 


From  this  situation  the  prisoner  escaped,  without  any  track 
er  trace  of  him  being  discovered.  After  searching  the  fences 
and  fields,  and  finding  nothing  of  him,  it  was  concluded,  that 
he  had  gone  either  toward  St.  John,  or  on  the  road  to  Nova 
Scotia,  by  which  he  came.  Accordingly,  men  were  sent  to 
the  ferry,  and  on  the  road  to  St.  John— and  I,  and  Mr.  Moses 
Foster,  deputy-sheriif,  pursued  on  the  road  toward  Nova 
Scotia,  with  all  speed ;  setting  watchers  in  different  places, 
until  we  were  sensible  we  must  have  passed  him;  and,  arriving 
at  a  house  that  he  could  not  pass  without  coming  very  noar, 
we  watched  for  him  all  night.  Ai  day-break,  heard  nothing 
of  him.  I  furnished  Mr.  Foster  with  money,  and  sent  him  on 
the  road,  with  directions  to  proceed  on  to  Mr.  M'Leod's 
tavern,  distant  forty  miles,  and,  if  he  got  no  intelligence  ..!>erc', 
to  return;  and  returned  to  Kingston  myself,  where  I  was  in- 
formed, toward  evening,  that  a  man,  who  answered  his  descrip- 
tion, had  crossed  the  ferry  at  Belieisle  Bay,  in  great  haste;  said 
he  was  gqing  express  to  FrederietQO,  and  must  be  there  by  t^a 
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o'clock  next  norning ;  and  no  doubt  it  was  the  man.  Tt  was 
now  Sunday  evening;  he  hud  twenty-four  hours  start)  escaping 
for  life;  had  got  out  of  the  county ;  and  no  hopes  remained  with 
me  of  apprehending  him :  I,  however,  forwarded  advertise- 
ments after  him,  offering  u  reward  of  twenty  dollars,  to  anj 
one  who  would  apprehend,  and  bring  him  back. 

Monday  morning,  the  Qfjlh,  Mr.  Moses  Foster  returned^ 
of  course  without  success ;  and  mahy  unfavourable  reports 
began  to  circulate  resprcting  his  cscape**-and  I  felt  myself 
not  a  litlle  chagrined  with  my  situation.  A  court  of  Oyer 
and  Terminer  nnil  Gcnbral  Gaol  Delivery  having  been  ordered, 
and  the  Jury  summoned  from  all  parts  of  the  county,  to  at- 
tend at  the  Court-Hou»e  on  Tuesday  following,  for  the  special 
purpose  of  trying  tlte  Horse-stettler,  my  whole  attention  was 
reiquired  to  make  the  necessary  preparations ;  and  added  not  ft 
little  to  my  chagrin  and  disappointment.— But  still  more,  wheki, 
on  Tuesday  morning,  I  was  informed,  by  Mr.  E.Jones,  that 
the  villain,  instead  of  escaping  for  his  life,  and  getting  out  of 
my  reach  in  the  most  secret  manner,  had  only  travelled  abotrt 
ten  or  twelve  miles  the  first  night,  and  was  seen  next  morning 
lying  on  some  straw,  before  the  barn  of  Mr.  Robert  Bailes,  on 
(he  road  toward  Gagetown  ;  and  that  he  lay  there  witil  about 
twelve  o'clock  in  the  day—and,  seeing  Mr.  Bailes  and  his  wife 
going  from  home,  leaving  the  door  unlocked,  end  no  person 
in  the  house,  he  went  in,  broke  open  a  trunk,  and  carried  off  ft 
silver  watch,  eight  dollars  in  money,  anew  pair  of  vtdvet  pMr<^ 
taloons,  and  a  pocket  book,  with  other  articles ;  that  he  then 
AValked  leisurely  away,  and  stopped  in  at  the  next  house,  and 
at  all  the  houses  that  were  near  upon  the  road,  and  did  not 
get  more  than  three  or  four  miles  before  dark.  When  Mtr* 
Bailes  came  home,  found  his  house  had  been  robbed,  and  by 
the  trade  of  the  heel  of  his  boot,  thought  he  was  the  man, 
he  alarmed  his  neighbours,  w  ho  pursued  him  with  great  spirit, 
hearing  of  him  on  the  road  but  little  a-head  of  ttiem,  and  ex- 
pecting to  overtake  hhfn  in  a  few  minutes;  but  were  disap" 
pointed,  as  he  disappeared  from  the  road,  an  1  no  track  oir 
ioformation  could  be  found ;  and,  after  the  most  diligenrt  search 
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and  pursuit  as  fur  as  Gagetown,  returned  the  next  day,  without 
any  intelligence,    leaving  advertisements  at  Gagetoun  and 
Fredericton,   describing  the  man  and  tlie  watch.     Late  on 
Sunday  night,  a  man  came  to  the  house  of  Mr.  Green,  living 
on  an  island  at  the  mouth  of  the  Washaduiiioac  lake,  who 
said  he  was  a  Frenchman,  going  to  Fredeiicton  after  land, 
and  came  in  to  inquire  the  way.    Mr.  Green  informed  him  he 
\vas  on  an  island,  and  he  might  stay  till  morning,  and  then  he 
nvould  put  him  in  his  way ;  made  up  a  large  fire,  by  which  the 
man  examined  his  pocket-book,  and  was  seen  to  burn  several 
papers,  and,  at  last,  threw  the  book  into  the  fire,  and  burned  it 
up;  which  caused  a  strong  suspicion  in  Mr.  Green,  (it  being 
in  time  of  war,)  that  he  must  be  a  bad  character ;  and,  in  the 
morning  he  took  him  in  his  canoe,  and  paddled  him  directly 
to  Justice  Colwell,  a  neighbouring  magistrate,  to  give  account 
of  himself— where,  on  examination,  he  appeared  to  answer 
with  so  much  simplicity,  that  the  Justice  could  find  nothing 
that  would  justify  detaining  him,  and  so  inoffensive,  that  there 
could  be  no  harm  in  him ;  and  in  consequence,  let  him  go. 
That  he  went  to  an  Indian  camp,  and  hired  an  Indian,  to  take 
him  (as  he  said)  to  Fredericton  ;  and,  crossing  the  river,  went 
to  Mr.  Nathaniel  VeaPs  tavern,  on  Grimross  Neck,  nearly 
opposite  Gagetown,  where  Mr.  Bailes,  whom  he  had  robbed 
the  day  before,  was  getting  his  breakfast,  and  writing  adver- 
tisements in  pursuit  of  him.    The  wind  blowing  hard  a-head, 
he  called  for  breakfast  for  himself  and  his  Indian ;  staid  some- 
time; had  his  boots  cleaned;  and  about  eleven  o'clock  left 
there,  taking  with  him  a  set  of  silver  tea-spoons,  from  a  by- 
closet  in  the  parlour  of  Mrs.  Veal,   and  nothing  had  been 
heard  of  him  since.    Four  men,  with  my  advertisements,  went 
in  pursuit  of  him.  j  '.• 


About  eleven  o'clock,  Tuesday  morning,  the  Attorney  Ge- 
neral arrived,  from  Fredericton,  with  very  unfavourable  im- 
pressions on  his  mind ;  bringing  information,  that  the  prisoner 
was  still  traversing  along  shore,  stealing  wherever  he  came, 
and  not  apprehended.  The  Jury  also  were  collecting  from 
different  parishes  in  the  county,  and  brought  with  tliem  un- 
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favourable  ideas,  from  the  reports  in  circulation,  respecting 
the  escape.o^Among  which,  was  a  report  studiously  circulated, 
that  the  prisoner  was  a  Freemason,  and  that  ii  was  believed 
the  Masons  had  contrived  to  let  him  escape,  because  he  was 
one  of  tlieir  order. 

The 'public  mind  became  so  prejudiced,  that  we  could  say 
nothing  in  our  owu  justification,  but  the  plea  of  his  deception, 
which  no  one  could  believe,  except  those  who  saw  it.  As 
the  prisoner  bscaped  through  the  door,  strong  suspicion  was 
entertained  of  a  voluntary  connivance  of  his  escape.  With 
such  impressions  the  Court  assembled.  His  Honour  Judge 
Chipman  presided.  The  most  favourable  hope  and  expecta- 
tion was  entertained  that  the  prisoner  would  be  apprehended, 
and  brought  before  the  Court,  as  he  was  pursued  in  all  direc- 
tious.— After  the  Grand  Jury  were  empanuelled  and  sworn, 
the  Court  adjourned  until  eleven  o'clock  next  day,  waiting  the 
return  of  the  prisoner ;  to  hasten  which,  I  dispatched  Mr. 
Benjamin  Furnald,  with  a  boat,  and  directions  to  pursue  him 
as  far  as  he  could  hear  of  him,  until  he  brought  him  back. 
Wednesday  the  Court  met,  and  went  to  other  business : — heard 
nothing  of  the  prisoner.  In  the  afternoon,  Mr.  John  Pearson, 
witness  against  the  prisoner,  arrived  from  Nova  Scotia,  a  dis- 
tance of  280  miles.  Towards  evening,  reports  began  to  cir- 
culate, that  the  horse-stealer  had  evaded  all  his  pursuers,  and 
bad  disappeared. 

No  account  could  be  heard  from  him  up  the  river  St.  John, 
and  strong  suspicion  was  had,  that  be  was  making  his  way 
back  for  Nova-Scotia--<and  it  was  reported  that  a  man  had 
been  seen  crossing  the  Washedemoac,  to  Belleisle  Bay,  with 
an  Indian ;  but  nothing  to  be  relied  on.  The  Court  adjourned 
until  next  morning  at  ten  o'clock.  Nothing  more  was  heard, 
until  Thursday,  early  in  tlie  morning,  when  Mr.  B.  Furnald 
returned,  and  reported,  that  he  pursued  him  through  Mau- 
gerville ;  that  he  lodged,  the  night  before  I  arrived,  at  Mr.  So- 
lomon Pearley's,  and  stole  a  pair  of  new  boots,  and  he  offered 
the  spoons  for  sale  to  Mr.  Pearley ;  that  he  then  walked  up, 
as  far  as  Mr.  Bailey's  tavem,  where  he  stopped  some  time, 
and  from  thence  was  aeeD,  towards  night,  luader  a  brid^. 
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counting  his  money.  No  farther  track  could  be  discovered  of 
him,  in  that  part,  and  it  was  believed  he  had  taken  an  Indian 
to  pilot  him,  and  gone  by  the  way  of  the  VVashedemoac,  and 
head  of  Belleisle,  for  Nova-Scotia.  At  ten  o'clock  on  Thurs- 
day morning,  the  Court  met,  according  to  adjournment,  to 
conclude  the  business  then  before  them,  with  but  little  hopes 
of  seeing  the  horse-stealer,  and,  of  course,  a  gloomy  appear- 
ance on  our  side ;— when,  about  three  o'clock  in  the  afternoon, 
a  servant  of  Mr.  Knox  came  express  to  the  Court,  with  in- 
formation to  his  master,  that  the  other  horse  was  missing  out 
of  the  pasture ;  that  he  was  seen  at  one  o'clock  at  night,  and 
was  gone  in  the  morning ;  that  a  strange  Indian  had  been  seen 
about  the  place,  who  it  was  believed  had  piloted  Smith 
ihrough  the  woods :  upon  which  a  general  alarm  took  place. 
Mr.  Knox  was  quite  outrageous,  would  hear  nothing  to  the 
Sheriff,  who  doubted  the  report ;— would  bet  a  thousand 
guineas  that  Smith  had  stolen  his  other  horse ;  that  he  knew 
him  to  be  the  greatest  villain  upon  earth ;  and  that  his  life 
was  in  danger  if  he  was  suffered  to  go  at  large;  and  the 
whole  Court  were  in  consternation.-— His  Honour  the  Judge 
observed  that  great  remission  of  duty  appear«3d.— A  bench 
warrant  was  issued  by  the  Court,  directed  to  all  the  Sheriffs 
and  ministers  of  justice  throughout  the  province  of  New 
Brunswick,  commanding  them  to  apprehend  the  said  More 
Smith,  and  bring  him  to  justice.'—Mr.Knox  with  Henry  Lyon 
and  Isaiah  Smith,  went  in  pursuit  of  him  toward  Nova-Scotia ; 
Moses  Foster,  Deputy  Sheriff,  and  Nathan  Deforest,  were 
dispatched,  by  the  head  of  Belleisle  Bay,  to  Fredericton,  and 
directed  to  pursue  on  to  the  American  settlement,  and  as  far 
as  they  could  get  any  information  of  him.  The  Sheriff  then 
wrote  an  advertisement  for  the  public  papers,  offering  forty 
dollars  reward,  and  the  Attorney  General  added  forty  more ; 
which  made  the  reward  eighty  dollars.  Indictments  were  pre- 
pared, and  the  Grand  Jury  soon  found  a  bill  against  the 
Sheriff  and  Gaoler^,  for  negligent  escape ;  and  they  were  re- 
cognized, to  appear  at  the  next  Court  of  Oyer  and  Terminer 
and  General  Gaol  Delivery,  and  traverse  the  indictments. 

*«  They  entered  into  recoguizaaoesi"— Editor. 
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The  business  before  the  Court  being  nearly  finislied,  after 
paying  the  witness,  Mr.  Pearson,  for  his  travel  and  attendance, 
amounting  to  one  hundred  dollars,  the  Court  adjourned 
without  delay. 


Nothing  was  heard  of  our  adventurer,  until  after  the  return 
of  Mr.  Knox  with  his  party,  from  a  fruitless  pursuit  of  ten 
days,  into  the  province  of  Nova-Scotin,  as  far  as  Kushabuc- 
teau.  The  day  following,  Mr.  Foster  and  Mr.  Deforest 
returned,  and  reported,  that  they  had  pursued  on  to  Frede- 
rickton,  without  hearing  any  thing  of  him,  until  they  had  past 
Fredericton  about  three  miles,  where  they  heard  of  a  stranger 
having  staid  all  night  at  a  private  house,  that  answered  his 
description,  and  had  gone  on  the  road  toward  Woodstock ;  and, 
pursuing  on,  found  he  staid  at  Mr.  Ingram's  tavern  the  next 
night,  slept  till  late  next  morning,  being  fatigued,  paid  his  bill 
and  went  off,  having  previously  opened  a  trunk  that  was  in 
the  room  adjoining  where  he  slept,  and  taken  away  with  him 
a  full  suit  of  new  black  clothes  of  Mr.  Ingram's  that  cost 
forty  dollars ;  a  silk  cloak,  v\  ith  other  articles ;  which  he  con- 
cealed so  as  not  to  be  discovered.  This  intelligence  left  no 
doubt  of  his  being  the  person  they  were  in  pursuit  of.  Mr. 
Ingram,  not  missing  his  clothes  immediately,  had  not  pursued 
him.      *^ .■-■■<;  v^ ■ '  "         ';•,'' 

The  next  day,  he  went  only  as  far  as  Robertson's,  where  he 
found  a  collection  of  young  people— played  the  fiddle  for 
them,  and  staid  the  next  day  and  night.  He  then  proceeded 
towards  Woodstock,  leaving  the  spoons  with  Mrs.  R.,  and 
taking  a  shirt— took  passage  in  a  canoe,  and  happened  to  fall 
in  company  with  another,  that  had  been  at  Frederickton,  in 
which  was  passenger  the  Rev.  Mr.  Dibble,  missionary  at 
Woodstock,  with  a  young  man  poling  his  canoe.  The  young 
roan  had  seen,  at  Frederickton,  the  advertisement  of  Mr. 
Bailes,  describing  the  man  and  the  watch,  which  had  a  sin- 
gular steel  chain,  and  observed  to  Mr.  Dibble,  that  they  both 
answered  the  appearance  of  the  stranger.  Being  close  along 
tide,  Mr.  D.  asked  him  the  time  of  day.    Being  told,  he 
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asked  him  to  let  him  look  at  his  watch,  observing  that  he 
might  be  mistaken.     He  very  readily  gave  it  him,  and  it  was 
found  so  exactly  to  answer  the  description  that  he  challenged 
it  as  the  property  of  Mr.  Bailes.    Smith  very  deliberately 
said,  it  was  a  favourite  watch,  that  he  had  owned  a  long  time, 
but  if  he  had  heard  of  one  like  it  being  stolen,  he  had  no  ob- 
jection to  leave  it  with  him  till  he  returned,  which  would  be 
in  about  two  weeks.    Mr.  D.  replied,  that  the  suspicion  waa 
so  strong,  by  what  the  young  man  said  from  the  advertisement, 
that  he  thought  he  would  detain  him  also,  until  he  could  hear 
from  Fredericton.    He  answered,  that  he  was  on  important 
business,  and  could  not  be  detained ;  but  if  he  would  pay  his 
expences,  and  make  himself  responsible  for  damages  incurred 
by  his  detension,  that  he  had  no  objection  to  stop  till  he  could 
send  to  Fredericton ;— otherwise,  he  should  be  back  in  ten  or 
twelve  days,  and  by  that  time  he  might  be  satisfied,  and  he 
would  leave  the  watch  until  his  return.     He  appeared  so  in- 
different and  unconcerned,  and  talked  so  plausibly,  without 
exhibiting  one  sign  of  guilt,  that  they  let  him  go,  but  kept  the 
watch  as  a  pledge  for  his  return.    He  continued  on  through 
the  settlement  of  Woodstock,  until  he  came  to  the  road  that 
leads  to  the  American  settlement.    Being  near  night,  he  was 
asked,  by  a  man  of  whom  he  inquired  the  road,  to  tarry  all 
night,  as  he  could  not  get  to  the  settlement  till  late,  the  dis- 
tance being  twelve  miles.— He  said,  two  men  h?d  gone  on 
before  him,  on  their  way  to  the  United  States,  and  he  feared 
they  would  leave  him  in  the  morning,  and  went  6n.    It  hap- 
pened, a  short  time,  after  they  parted,  that  two  men  arrived 
there  from  the  settlement ;  being  asked  if  they  met  two  men 
on  the  road,  they  said,  no.    It  was  then  concluded,  Smith  was 
a  deserter.    They  turned  about,  and  pursued  after  him  to  the 
American  side,  but  found  nothing  of  him.    The  day  follow- 
ing, Mr.  Foster  and  Mr.  Deforest  arrived  at  Woodstock,  and 
went  on  to  the  American  settlement,  but  could  hear  nothing 
of  him.    They  informed  the  inhabitants  of  the  character  of 
Smith,  described  him,  and  offered  a  reward  of  £20.    The 
people  seemed  well  disposed,  and  promised^  if-  he  came  that 
way,  to  secure  him. 
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Messrs.  F.  and  D.  just  then  returned  to  the  river  St.  John, 
Mid  again  got  track  of  the  prisoner— found  he  had  crossed 
the  river,  stopped  at  several  houses  for  refreshment,  and 
called  hiinseli  Bond ;  inquired  after  a  thief  that  had  broke 
gaol  at  Kin  jston ;  said  he  loai  a  notorious  villain  ;  and  that 
he  would  certainty  be  hanged  if  taken  ;  ami  that  he  was  in 
pursuit  of  him.  They  traced  him  down  the  river,  to  an  Indian 
camp,  where  ihey  found  he  had  agreed  with  an  Indian  to  pilot 
him,  through  the  woods,  to  the  United  States,  by  the  way  of 
Eel  River,  (a  route  frequently  travelled),  and  bad  iinallj 
escaped ;  upon  which  they  thought  proper  to  return,  and 
make  their  report. 

It  appeared,  afterwards,  that  the  Indian,  after  travelling  a 
day  or  two  on  his  route  through  the  woods,  probably  finding 
that  his  journey  would  not  be  very  pro6table,  and  discovering 
Smith  to  have  a  pistol,  began  to  be  jealous  of  him,  refused 
to  pilot  *  him  any  further,  gave  him  back  part  of  his  monej» 
and  returned.  Smith,  of  course,  was  obliged  to  return  with 
him,  and  try  his  chance  the  other  way,  by  the  American  set- 
tlement,  where  he  arrived  about  the  10th  of  October,  in  the 
morning,  said  he  was  in  pursuit  of  a  deserter,  and  wanted 
some  refreshment.-— While  bis  breakfast  was  preparing,  notice 
was  giving  among  the  inhabitants,  when  Dr.  Rice,  a  principal 
character  there,  caused  him  to  be  taken  and  secured.  The 
clothes  he  had  stolen  from  Mr.  Ingram  he  had  on,  except 
the  pantaloons,  which  he  had  exchanged  for  a  pisol.—* He  said 
lie  purchased  the  clothes,  very  cheap,  of  a  man  who,  he 
believed,  was  a  Yankey.  He  was  then  placed  in  charge  of 
Mr.  A,  Putnam,  and  a  Mr.  Watson,  of  Woodstock,  and  ordered 
back  to  Fredericton.  On  their  way  they  stopped  with  the 
prisoner  at  the  Attorney  General's,  about  three  miles  from 
Fredericton,  and  then  proceeded  into  town,  where  the  Su- 
preme  Court  was  then  sitting.  He  was  brought  before  the 
Court,  and  a  large  number  of  spectators.  The  Hon.  Judge 
S&nders  asked  him  his  name— he  said,  "  Smith."  "  Are  you 
the  man  that  escaped  from  the  gaol  at  Kingston  ?— "  Yes." 
He  was  then  ordered  to  prison.  Being  asked  how  he  made 
•  "To  pilot,"  to  guide ;  "  to  be  jealous,"  to  be  suspicious.— Editor. 
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his  escape,  he  said,  *'  The  gaoler  opened  the  door,  and  the 
priest  prayed  him  out"  The  day  following,  he  was  remanded 
to  Kingston  gaol.  Putnam  and  Watson  sat  out  with  him  in 
an  Indian  bark  canoe,  one  sitting  at  each  end.  He  was  hand- 
cuffed, pinioned,  and  tied  to  a  bar  of  the  canoe,  in  the  centre. 
They  were  obliged  to  watch  him  the  first  night.  The  next 
day,  they  arrived  at  the  house  of  Mr.  Bailes,  opposite  Spoon 
Island,  where  he  had  stolen  the  watch,  8cc.  It  was  near 
night,  and  the  passage  to  Kingston  difficult.  They  being 
strangers,  Mr.  Bailes  told  theni,  if  they  would  stop  till  morn- 
ing, he  would  pilot  them  down.  They  accordingly  stopped ; 
and,  having  been  up  all  the  night  before,  Mr.  fi.  said,  they 
had  better  lie  down,  and  get  some  rest,  and  he  would  watch 
the  prisoner,  with  his  family.  Smith  inquired  the  way  to 
St.  John,  if  there  were  any  ferries  on  this  side  the  river,  &c. 
and  asked  for  a  blanket,  and  leave  to  lie  down.  Mrs.  B. 
made  bim  a  bed  on  the  floor.  He  then  said,  he  had  occasion 
to  go  to  the  door ;  and  Mr.  B.  awaked  Watson,  who  got  up 
to  attend  him.— Smith  told  him,  if  he  had  any  apprehensions, 
he  had  better  tie  a  rope  to  his  arm,  which  he  did,  above  the 
handcufTa ;  and,  with  the  other  end  wound  round  bis  hand, 
they  went  out.  In  an  unwary  moment.  Smith  seized  the 
opportunity,  knocked  him  down  with  his  handcuffs,  and  went 
off,  leaving  the  rope  in  the  hand  of  Watson,  having  slipped 
the  other  end  over  his  hand,  tied  the  same  as  it  was  put  on.    . 


The  night  being  very  dark,  no  discovery  was  made  which 
vray  he  escaped.  The  next  morning  was  rainy.  Mr.  Putnam 
came  to  the  Sheriff,  at  Kingston,  with  the  report,  who  supplied 
him  with  money,  and  he  went  in  pursuit,  towards  St.  John, 
by  the  Long  Reach.  The  Sheriff,  with  two  men,  proceeded 
to  Bailes's— found  he  had  taken  the  route  towards  Fredericton 
•—crossed  ^he  Oaknabock  lake,  the  first  night,  in  haste ;  said  he 
was  going  to  purchase  land,  and  had  agreed  with  Putnam  and 
Watson,  who  had  gone  to  Kingston  with  the  thief,  to  take  him 
up  in  their  canoe  on  their  return,  and  was  to  meet  them  at  the 
interval  above,  early  next  morning.  We  bad  then  no  doubt 
he  was  making  his  way  to  the  Oromucto,  the  only  remaining 
passage  to  the  United  States.  Watson  had  gone  in  pursuit  that 
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way.  Being  informed  that  a  canoe  had  been  taken  from  the 
shore,  above  \ihere  he  had  crossed  the  lake,  and  was  found  on 
the  shore  of  the  Belleisle,  it  was  again  suggested,  that  he  had 
made  his  way  toward  Nova-Scotia  on  that  route,  as  it  was  tiiought 
he  would  not  return  to  Fredericton,  where  he  was  known. 
Pursuit  was  made  that  way,  but  we  found  no  trace  of  him. 


Nothing  more  was  heard  of  our  adventurer  until  about  the 
S6th  of  Oct.,  when  it  was  found,  that  instead  of  going  off,  he 
had  made  his  way  direct  to  Fredericton.  The  first  day,  being 
wet  and  cold,  he  came  to  a  small  house,  in  a  by-place,  where 
no  one  lived.  An  old  man,  named  Wicks,  and  his  son,  were 
there  at  work,  repairing  the  house,  and  getting  in  some  pota- 
toes. He  came  in,  wet,  cold,  and  hungry.  Wicks  told  him, 
he  did  not  lodge  there,  but  if  he  would  go  with  him  to  the 
next  house,  he  cnuld  stay  all  night.  -  He  replied,  that  he  must 
go  eight  or  ten  miles  further  that  night,-and  went  away,  as  did 
Wicks  and  his  son.  The  next  morning,  it  was  found  Smith 
had  turned  back,  and  staid  all  night ;  had  burned  all  the  wood ; 
roasted  a  parcel  of  potatoes,  and  was  seen,  at  daylight,  travel- 
ling toward  Fredericton.  The  next  night,  he  came  to  the 
house  of  a  Mr.  Wilmot,  where,  it  appeared,  he  went  in,  and, 
finding  a  washing  of  linen  clothes,  just  sprinkled  for  ironing, 
he  made  seizure  of  the  whole,  together  with  a  coat  belonging 
to  a  young  man  in  the  house,  and  finding  them  rather  burthen* 
some,  took  a  horse,  saddle  and  bridle,  and  proceeded  on  his 
journey 
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Within  two  miles  of  Fredericton,  lived  Jack  Patterson, 
a  Mulatto  man,  who  had  a  barrack,  or  hovel,  full  of  hay. 
—Here,  Smith  concealed  himself  and  his  booty,  giving  his 
horse  some  hay,  and  letting  him  run  upon  the  common  during 
the  day,  and  at  night  catching  him,  and  riding  into  town,  in 
the  full  fruition  of  uurestrained  liberty.  Thus  he  continued 
for  several  days,  committing  frequent  depredations.  At  length, 
he  determined  to  pay  a  visit  to  the  Attorney  General,  about 
three  mile!»  above,  where  he  was  acquainted^  having  stopt  there 
on  his  way  down.  He  arrived  between  eight  and  nine  o'clock  in 
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die  evening,  and,  knowing  the  form  of  the  house,  went  boldly 
into  the  hall.    There  being  much  company  in  at  the  time,  his 
modesty  would  not  permit  him  to  intrude  amougst  them,  hut  n 
he  paid  his  respects  to  their  loose  garments,  the  whole  of  which 
he  carried  off,  consisting  of  five  great  coats,  three  plaid  cloaks, 
tippets,  comforters,  i^id  other  articles.     He  returned  through 
town  to  his  deposit.'    Having  made  a  fine  booty  at  the  Attor* 
ney  General's,  he  gave  his  horse  a  large  allowance  of  hay, 
that  he  might  the  more  willingly  stay  by  him,  for  the  next 
night's  service ;  but,  unfortunately  for  him,  his  generosity  to 
the  horse,  led  to  his  discovery.    The  Mulatto,  seeing  the  hay 
I^ing  in  an  unusual  manner  out  of  the  window  of  his  barrack, 
supposed  that  some  person  had  been  in  to  sleep ;  and,  going 
in,  found  Smith  lying  in  the  hay,  with  a  white  comforter  or 
tippet  round  his  neck,  and,  seeing  him  a  stranger,  asked  him, 
where  he  came  from  i   He  said,  from  the  Kennebeccasis,  and 
was  going  after  land,  had  got  belated,  and  had  slept  in  his  l»y-p« 
he  hoped  it  was  no  harm ;  but,  on  the  Mulatto  going  to  the 
house.  Smith  slipped  out  of  the  window,  and  made  towards 
the  woods.<<-i-The  Mulatto,  auppoaii^  him  to  be  a  deserter, 
called  for  help,  and  soon  apprehended  him,  as  he  did  not  ap- 
pear to  make  much  exertion  to  escape.  It  was  soon  discovered 
who  he  was,  and  he  was  committed  to  gaol  at  Fredericton. 
The  Mulatto,  not  finding  the  tippet  with  him,  that  he  saw 
about  his  neck,  was  induced  to  look  in  the  hay  for  it,  and  thus 
discovered  the  secret  deposit,  which  contained  all  the  articles 
mentioned,  and  many  more,  which  the  owners  had  the  good 
fortune  to  recover.-— He  gave  them  no  satisfaction ;  said,  8 
soldier  brought  them  there  in  the  night,  rode  a  little  black 
horse,  and  left  the  saddle  and  bridle. 


He  was  then  ordered  to  be  taken  by  die  Sheriff  of  York, 
and  safely  delivered  to  the  Sheriff,  in  the  gaol  of  Kfaig's  County. 
Accordingly,  the  Sheriff  prepared,  for  his  safe  conveyance,  an 
iron  collar,  made  of  a  fiat  bar  of  iron,  one  inch  and  a  half 
fride,  with  a  hinge  and  clasp,  fastened  with  a  padlock,  which 
he  put  round  his  neck,  with  a  chahi  about  ten  feet  long  fas- 
tened to  it;  put  a  s^ong  pair  of  hand-cuffs  upon  his  hands; 


A  i^ARtlATlVE,  &c. 


S5 


•nd  with  the  Mulatto  Patterson  holding  the  chain,  (after  search- 
ing toyee  t/Mt  he  had  no  saws  or  other  instruments,)  set  off 
with  him,  on  board  A  sloop,  And  the  wind  being  favourable^ 
arrived  safe  Ht  Kingston,  sixty  miles  distant,  about  IS  o'clock^ 
on  the  night  of  the  SOtli  October,  1814.  He  appeared  ai 
iiomposed  As  if  nothing  had  happened.  The  next  morniil<t 
we  took  him  to  the  gaol,  where  he  was  the  first  man  that  en- 
tered, knowing  perfectly  the  way.  The  room  had  been  swept 
clean  of  every  thing,  and  searched  closely,  after  his  escape;  iii 
doing  which  we  found  the  remains  of  several  wheels  of  a 
watch,  the  barrel  in  particular,  that  contained  the  main-spring, 
which  Convinced  us,  that  he  had  procured  it  while  he  was  in 
gaol,  from  the  young  man  that  took  away  the  spy-glass,  and 
was  intended  to  eflect  his  escape.  We  also  found  a  knife 
which  he  had  cut  in  two,  no  doubt  with  a  saw  which  he  had 
made  of  the  mdin-spring,  which  gave  us  strong  suspicion  that 
he  must  have  saws  about  him,  probably  concealed  in  hi^ 
clothes. 


Mr.  Barton  had  searched  him  before  he  left  Fredericton. 
However,  I  took  off  his  hond-cuiFs,  and  ordered  him  to  strip 
off  his  clothes,  which  he  did  without  the  least  reluctance,  to 
his  shirt.  We  then  searched  the  sleeves,  wristbands,  and 
collar  of  his  shirt,  and  the  hair  of  his  head,  th^  we  might  be 
sure  that  he  did  not  bring  the  smallest  thing  to  effect  his  es- 
cape again. — We  then  put  on  him  other  clothes,  and  took,  and 
carried  out  of  the  gaol,  all  the  clothes  he  had  on  him  when  he 
came ;  hat,  shoes,  and  every  article  that  he  brought  with  him. 

The  prison  in  which  he  was  confined,  was  22  by  16  feet, 
built  of  stone  and  lime,  wall  three  feet  thick  on  three  sides ; 
the  other  side,  bemg  the  partition-wall  between  the  two  prison 
rooms,  WAS  titnber  twelve  inches  thick,  lathed  and  plastered 
on  both  sides;  the  prison  plastered  with  lime  on  every  part; 
the  floor  was  of  timber  ten  inches  square,  on  which  rested  the 
side  wall ;  the  door  was  of  two-inch  plank  made  double,  and 
lined  with  sheet-irod,  hung  on  three  iron-bar  hinges,  three-and- 
a-half  inches  wide,  clasping  over  staples  in  the  opposite poi^t^ 
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and  secured  with  three  padlocks,  with  a  small  iron  wicket  door 
secured  also  with  a  padlock.-«There  was  one  window  through 
the  stone  wall,  iron  grated  within  and  ^without,  enclosed  with 
glass  outside,  so  that  no  conveyance  could  be  had  undiscover- 
ed. The  passage  that  leads  to  the  door  is  about  twenty  feet 
in  length,  and  three  feet  in  width,  secured  at  the  entrance  by 
a  padlock  on  the  door,  the  outside  door  also  locked,  that  no 
communication  could  be  had,  without  going  through  three 
doors,  the  keys  of  \vhich  were  always  kept  by  the  gaoler; 
who,  being  in  an  infirm  state  of  health,  never  left  the  hou|% 
day  or  night ;  and,  having  had  much  trouble  in  consequence  of 
his  escape,  was  uncommonly  strict  :  no  person  was  permitted 
to  speak  to  him.  In  that  situation,  I  put  on  him  one  iron, 
shackle  on  his  right  leg,  with  a  chain  just  long  enough  to  take 
his  provisions  from  the  wicket-door,  stapled  in  the  timber  of 
the  floor  near  the  partition-wall,  so  that  he  could  not  come  to 
the  greatest  by  five  or  six  feet ;  and  allowed  him  a  bunk,  with 
straw  and  blankets,  to  sleep  on.-— After  these  precautions,  be 
was  thought  perfectly  safe.  His  wrists  being  much  swelled, 
took  oif  his  hand-cufls ;  told  the  gaoler  to  look  to  him  fre- 
quently at  the  wicket-door,  and  see  that  he  remained  secure, 
and  that  I  would  yisit  him  occasionally. 

Tlie  gaoler  always  found  him  sitting  up  in  his  birth,  read- 
ing, or  lying  down  ;  and  making  no  complaints.  I  visited  him 
once  or  twice  a  week ;  and,  to  see  that  his  fetters  and  chain  re- 
mained  secure,  ordered  him  to  come  to  the  door,  which  he  al- 
ways did,  without  any  reluctance.  He  appeared  comfortable, 
and  satisfied  with  his  situation,  without  saying  a  word  about 
the  fate  of  his  cause.  Under  these  circumstances  began  to 
calculate  that  we  should  keep  him  safely,  uutil  a  Court  would 
be  ordered  for  his  trial,  without  any  material  difficulty.  On 
the  twelfth  day,  1  was  informed,  that  Mr.  Neman  Perkins, 
heard  a  strange  noise  in  the  night,  which  induced  him  to  be- 
lieve that  Smith  was  at  work  at  the  grates.— -On  inquiry,  Mrs. 
Perkins  said,  she  heard  a  noise,  like  rubbing  or  filing,  late  in 
the  night,  and,  by  putting  her  head  out  of  the  window,  she 
thought  she  discovered  it  to  be  at  the  gaol,  which  appear* 
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cd  altogether  improbable,  knowing  the  situation  of  the  pri« 
soner,  and  the  impossibility  of  his  having  any  thing  to  work 
with,  r  went  immediately  to  the  gaol— 'Moses  Foster,  George 
Raymond,  Allen  Baston,  Mr.  Dibblee  and  others,  were  with 
me;  it  was  then  evening,  and  we  had  two  or  three  candles— 
the  gaoler  opening  the  door,  on  going  in,  I  found  him  lying  in 
his  birth,  chained,  just  as  I  left  him ;  and  said  to  him,  **  Smith, 
you  have  not  got  out  yet r"— He  answered,  "No,  not  quite '*^ 
I  then  examined  every  bar  of  .the  grates,  as  strictly  as  possi- 
ble, as  did  also  every  one  present,  again  and  agnin,  until  we 
were  all  satisfied  the  alarm  must  be  imaginary—Smith  lying 
quietj,  rinswering  readily  any  question  asked  him.  Mr.  Allen 
Baston,  however,  continued  searching  the  inner  grate.—- There 
had  been  observed  by  all,  a  small  chip,  lying  on  one  of  the  flat 
bars  of  the  outer  grate,  and  supposed  to  happen  there  acci- 
dentally. Mr.  Baston  being  fully  satisfied  in  viewing  the  in- 
ner grates,  his  fancy  led  him  to  reach  through,  and  take  off 
the  chip  on  one  of  the  outer  grates,  in  doing  whic'. ,  he  per- 
ceived it  to  hang  a  little,  which  led  him  to  further  examination, 
when  he  discovered  the  bar  of  the  grate  cut  one-third  off,  and 
concealed  with  the  feather  edge  of  the  chip,  which  astonished 
all  present,  knowing  it  could  not  be  done,  without  first  getting 
through  the  inner  grates ;  on  proving  which,  he  had  so  neatly 
cut  one  of  the  bars,  that  he  could  take  it  out,  and  replace  it 
at  his  pleasure,  and  conceal  it  in  such  a  way,  that  it  could  not 
be  observed ;  and  would  undoubtedly  have  compleated  his  es- 
cape in  two  or  three  nights  more.  I  then  asked  him,  what  he 
cut  the  grate  with ;  he  answered,  with  indifference,  **  wi.a 
this  saw,  and  this  file  ,*"  and,  without  any  hesitation,  handed  to 
me,  out  of  his  birth,  a-case-knife  steel  blade,  cut  in  teeth  very 
neatly,  and  a  common  hand-saw  6le.  1  then  asked  him,  how 
he  got  to  the  grates,  and  whether  he  had  slipped  the  shackle  off 
his  foot.— He  said,  "  No,  he  had  cut  the  chain ;"  and  calmly 
showed  me  where  he  had  cut  the  chain,  in  the  joint  of  the 
links,  where  it  could  not  be  readily  discovered..  L  then  asked 
him,  where  he  got  his  tools— he  said,  he  left  them  when 
he  went  away  from  here  ;  and,  that  they  were  all  the  tools  he 
had— but  we  perceived,  from  the  shape  of  the  knife,  being  fco 
much  thicker  on  the  back  than  the  edge,  that  the  bars  were 
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ttever  cut  so  nicely  without  some  other  tool ;  and  on  a  strict 
iearch>  we  found,  in  a  broken  (^ace  of  the  wall,  near  the 
grat«»,  a  neat  watch*spring  saw,  with  a  string  at  one  end.  I 
asked  hinii  who  gave  him  these  tools ;  with  grent  indifference, 
he  answered,  "You  need  not  ask  me  that  again,  lor  1  never  will 
tell  you."  I  then  ifnewed  the  chain  to  his  leg,  put  the  iron 
collar  about  bis  neck,  and  stapled  the  chain  to  the  floor,  with 
a  heavy  pair  of  hand-icu0s,  with  7-8  bolt,  on  his  wfists,  all  of 
which  he  received  very  willingly,  After  searching  his  bed  and 
clothes,  we  left  hioi,  on  Saturday  night,  about  eleven  o'clock. 

Sunday,  at  four  o'clock,  1  was  at  the  gaol ;  the  gaoler  in^ 
Ibrnned  me  he  was  lying  in  his  birth,  with  all  his  irons  on,  had 
b^en  inquiring  if  the  Sheriff  was  not  coming  to  examine  hi« 
chains.-o^About  welve  o'clock,  the  same  night  I  was  alarmed  by 
a  mail,  sent  by  the  gaoler,  who  informed  me,  that  Sqaitb  bad  got 
]oose  from  all  his  irons,  had  got  through  the  ipner  grate^  watf^ 
cutting  the  outer  grate,  and  had  nearly  escaped«-nthat  from 
the  vigilance  and  attention  of  Mr.  Dibblee,  the  gaoler,  he  was 
discovered  to  be  at  work,  about  ten  o'clock  at  night ;  by  uhsntly 
moving  towards  the  prison,  he  got  to  the  door  undii|covered> 
aipd,  with  a  candle  at  the  end  of  a  stick  a  yard  long,  in  ail: 
instant  opened  the  wicket  door  and  shoved  the  light  into  titt 
gaol,  while  Smith  was  yet  at  work.  The  gaoler  ordered  bi«i 
lo  leave  every  thing,  and  take  to  his  birth ;  he  very  f absaly 
complied;  but  returned  suddenly  to  the  grates,  which  w^re  in  a 
situation  out  of  the  sight  of  the  gaoler,  and  then  went  quiipkly  to 
the  water-closet,  and  threw  something  down,  which  the  gaoler 
beard,  and  then  came  to  his  bed;  the  gaoler  watching  him 
UQtU  *he  Sheriff  came.    On  going  into  the  gaol,  I  found  h9 
bad  extricated  himself  from  all  his  irons,  had  got  through  the 
inner  grates  with  all  his  clothes,  and  in  the  apt  of  cutting  th« 
outer  grates,  which  he  had  cut  two  thirds  off,  and  would  hav^ 
effected  bis  escape  before  day-light.    I  said  to  him,  Sniith,ir 
you  keep  at  work ;  he  said,  he  had  done  work  now,  and  that  all 
bis  tools  were  down  the  water-closet — which,  by  letting  dowQ 
a  candle,  was  strictly  searched,  but  nothing  di;)coverer^..     H« 
v«sthcn  stripped  of  every  lag  of  clothing,  except  his  shi'  j,ivhi(;b 
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were  searched,  every  hem  and  seam ;  his  birth  knocked  all  in 
pieces,  removed  out  of  the  gaul,  and  searched  in  every 
joint  and  split,  and  the  room  svirept  critically,  for  vratch- 
ipring  saws,  which  we  suspected  he  had ;  but  nothbg  was 
.discovered.— -We  then  replaced  all  bis  chains,  with  pacU 
locks,  put  on  him  a  pair  of  screw  hand*cuffs,  which  confiue4 
his  hands  close  together ;  and  then  left  him,  at  four  o'clock  on 
Monday  morning.  On  Monday,  Mr.  John  Jarvis,  blacksmith, 
bad  mended  the  grates,  and  came  to  put  them  in.  We  found 
Smith  lying  on  the  floor,  apparently  in  the  same  situation  that 
we  had  left  him;  but,  on  examining  his  hand>cuffs,  found  them 
cut  in  two,  and  that  he  could  put  them  off  and  on  when  he 
pleased.  Being  asked,  why  he  destroyed  his  hand-cuffs;  he 
said,  "  that  they  were  so  stiff,  nobody  could  wear  them."  No 
doubt  then  remained,  that  he  must  have  his  saws  concealed 
about  his  body.  Dr.  Paddock,  being  present,  was  requested 
to  examine  him.  He  stript  off  his  clothes  without  any  re- 
luctance, and,  on  taking  off  his  shirt,  the  doctor  discovered  a 
muslin  slip  tied  about  his  t'  ;;h,  close  to  his  body,  so  hard,  that 
it  could  not  be  discovered  by  rubbing  the  hand  over  it,  whick 
concealed,  on  the  inside  of  his  left  thigh,  a  fine  steel  saw-pkite, 
two  inches  wide,  and  ten  inches  long,  with  teeth  cut  on  both 
edges ;  no  doubt  of  his  own  make.  After  this  discovery,  we  put 
on  him  a  light  pair  of  hand-cuffs,  and  secured  his  chains  with  pad- 
locks, and  set  four  men  to  watch  him  the  whole  night.  The 
next  day,  secured  the  inner  grate  with  hard  bricks,  filling  the 
squares  of  the  grates,  and  wedging  them  from  behind;  (ind 
filling  the  space  between  the  grates  solid  with  brick,  lime  and 
sand,  leaving  only  one  space  at  the  upper  corner,  five  by  four 
inche«!,  with  a  square  of  glass,  plastered  with  lime  in  the 
middle,  and  glass  also  in  the  sash  without,  which  prevented 
all  possible  conveyance  to  him  undiscovered— this  space, 
through  a  wall  three  feet  thick,  conveyed  little  or  no  light,  and 
left  the  room  a  complete  dungeon,  so  that  he  could  not  be 
discovered  from  the  door  at  any  time  of  day,  without  a  can- 
dle ;  and  we  never  after  went  into  the  gaol  without  two  can- 
dles and  three  or  four  men.  On  the  Idth  Nov.  I  addressed  a 
letter  to  Judge  Chipman,  and  received  the  following  answer:— 
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"St.John,  Nov.  14, 1814. 

X^  **  Dear  Sir,— I  have  received  your  letter  of  yesterday's  datiif, 
relative  to  the  new  attempt  of  H.  M.  Soiith  to  escape— I 
have  forwarded  the  same  to  Fredericton.  I  presume  that  a 
Court  will  be  ordered  for  his  trial,  as  soon  as  it  may  b^cf  prac- 
ticable from  the  state  of  the  travelling,  and  the  necessity  of 
procuring  the  witness  from  Nova  Scotia,  though,  I  should 
suppose,  probably  not  before  the  ice  makes.  In  the  mean 
time,  the  utmost  vigilance  and  precaution  must  be  made  use 
of  to  secure  him ;  and  you  will  be  justified  in  any  measures 
of  severity  that  you  may  fiud  it  necessary  to  adopt  for  this 
purpose. 

"  I  am,  Dear  Sir, 

**  very  faithfully  yours, 

«  W.  J^ates,  Esq.  "  W.  Chipman ." 


Wednesdat/t  Nov,  l6.— Went  into  the  gaol,  and  found  he 
had  injured  the  room  by  beating  the  plaster  off  the  partition- 
wall  with  his  chain ;  had  broken  one  of  the  padlocks,  and  ap- 
peared to  have  been  loose;  seemed  very  vicious;  said,  he 
would  burn  and  destroy  the  building— he  would  mal^e  it  smoke 
before  he  left  it,  and  we  should  see  it.  I  then  procured  a 
pair  of  steel  fetters,  well  hardened,  about  ten  inches  long,  with 
a  chain  from  the  middle,  stapled  to  the  floor ;  a  chain  from  the 
neck*collar  to  the  fetters—the  shackles  around  both  his  legs 
well  rivetted,  and  his  hand-cuffs  rivetted  to  the  chain  from  his 
neck.  The  whole  of  the  irons  and  chains  he  received  without 
showing  the  least  reluctance  or  concern.  The  blacksmith,  af- 
ter he  had  finished  rivetting  thcni,  said  to  him,  "Smith,  I 
would  advise  you  to  be  quiet  after  this,  for  if  you  are  not,  you, 
will  have  an  iron  band  placed  routidyour  body,  and  be  stapled, 
fast  to  ihe  floor.**— He  calmly  replied,  "  Old  man,  if  you  are 
not  satisfied,  you  mat/  put  it  on  now — I  do  not  regard  it—if 
you  mil  let  me  have  my  hands  loose,  you  may  put  on  as  jmuch 
iron  as  you  please,'*  .  In  this  situation,  loaded  with  irons,  with- 
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out  iny  thing  to  sit  or  He  upon  but  the  naked  floor,  he  was  not 
the  least  humbled,  but  grew  exceedingly  noisy  and  vicious, 
seemingly  very  spiteful  to  the  gaoler,  who,  in  return,  having 
bad  so  much  trouble  with  him,  showed  him  but  little  favour 
or  compassion.  He  soon  began  to  roar  and  rave  with  mad- 
ness, and  would  take  little  or  no  notice  of  any  thing  said  to 
him,  sometimes  praying,  and  repeating  texts  of  scripture,  till 
at  length  despair  seemed  to  combine  with  madness,  when,  with 
a  tremendous  voice,  he  would  cry  out—"  O  thou  cruel  devils ! 
thou  murderers !  man-slayers !  thou  tormenotrs  of  man  !  How 
I  burn  to  be  revenged !  Help  !  help !  help !  Lord  help  me 
to  be  avenged  of  these  devils!  Help  roe,  that  I  may  tear  up 
this  place!  that  I  maytum.it  upside  down!  that  there  may 
not  be  one  stick  of  it  left !  My  hair  shall  not  be  shorn,  nor 
my  nails  cut,  till  1  grow  as  strong  as  Samson ;  then  will  I  be 
avenged  of  all  my  enemies !  Help  I  help !  O  Lord,  help  me 
to  destroy  these  tormentors !  these  murderers  of  man !  tor- 
menting me  in  chains  and  darkness !  (hallooing  and  shouting) 
Darknesu  !  darkness  !  O  darkness  I— Not  light  to  read  thfe: 
word  of  God!  Not  one  word  of  comfort  from  anyone! 
All  is, '  You  rogue  I  you  thief!  you  villain !  you  deserve  to  be 
hanged !'  No  pity— ^not  one  word  of  consolation !  all  dark- 
ness !  all  trouble !  (singing)  Trouble,  trouble,  trouble,  trouble 

- ■  O  God !  help  me,  and  have  mercy  on  me;  I  fear  there 

is  no  mercy  for  me !  Yes !  there  is  niercy !  It  is  in  Jesus, 
whose  arms  stand  open  to  receive  me !  but  how  shall  1  dare 
to  look  to  him,  whom  I  have  oifended !"— 'llien  he  would  call 
upon  his  parents,  and  deprecate  his  kicked  life;  then  rave 
again :—"—"  Murderers!  tormentors!  Consider  you  have 
souls  to  lose  as  well  as  I,  a  poor  prisoner !  Consider  you  have 
children  that  may  be  brought  to  trouble  as  well  as  me!  Con- 
sider I  have  parents !  If  they  knew. my  situation,  it  would  kill 
them !— My  wife !  begone  from  my  sight !  why  will  you  tor- 
ment me?  It  is  for  you  I  suffer  all  my  sorrow!  Itis  £or  you 
my  heart  bleeds !  It  is  for  you  only,  is  all  my  troubrefti-*K6t 
a  friend  comes  to  see  me;  nothing  before  me  but  pain  mad 
sorrow,  chains  and  darkness,  misery  and  death!  O  w> etched 
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ikM !  how  long  tm  I  to  suffer  in  this  pltce  of  toniMnt !  Arti  f 
to  lingei  a  life  of  pnin  and  sorrow^  in  chains  and  misery  !  No ! 
I  will  cut  the  thread  of  life,  and  be  relieved  from  this  place  of 
darkness  and  trouble !"  (singing),  "  Trouble,  trouble,  trouble,** 
a  thousand  times  repeated.  He  continued  in  this  strain  a 
considerable  lime,  and  would  not  answer  when  spoken  tO| 
or  take  the  lealt  notioe  of  any  one  present,  until  he  grew  very 
hoarse— 4ind  at  last  ht  left  off  speaking  at  ail,  on  ttn^  occasion^ 


The  wcadier  growing  cold,  I  allowed  him  his  bunk  again, 
and  made  him  a  comfortable  bed.  He  made  one  attempt  td 
hang  himself,  by  making  a  rope  out  of  his  blankets,  which 
were  taken  from  him.  He  then  attempted,  for  three  or  four 
days>  to  starve  himself,  but  gave  that  over. 

Ho  lay  in  bis  bed  most  of  the  time,  day  and  night,  without 
committing  any  act  of  violence,  until  the  l6th  of  December, 
when,  on  goii^  into  the  prison,  I  found  he  had  broken  the 
iron  collar  from  his  neck,  and  drawn  the  staple  from  the  tim- 
ber, returning  it  slightly  to  its  place,  so  that  it  would  not  be 
readily  discovered. 

On  the  17th,  put  a  chain  about  his  neck,  and  stapled  him 
to  the  floor,  in  a  situation  to  prevent  him  from  reaching  either 
of  the  staples.  In  this  situation,  his  wrists  being  galled  by 
his  previous  exertions,  and  very  much  swelled  and  sore,  he  re- 
mained more  quiet,  hallooing  occasionally,  until  January  l^th. 
The  weather  being  very  cold  at  this  season,  and  having  no  fire, 
he  was  in  danger  of  freezing.  I  took  off  all  his  irons,  except 
his  fetters  and  hand-cuffs,  for  which  relief  he  showed  not  the 
least  thankftthiess  or  acknowledgment,  but  grew  more  noisy 
and  troublesome,  especially  at  night;  so  much  so,  that  no  sleep 
could  be  had,  for  the  strange  noise  he  would  make— not  like 
the  human  voice,  but  by  such  tremendous  screeches  and  howf» 
ings  as  wero  awnt  heard  before,  without  utterit^  a  word.    Iii 
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this  manner  he  continued  five  months,  committing  many  out* 
rages  upon  himself  and  his  chains,  doing  many  curious  and  as- 
tonishing acts,  as  will  be  related;  and,  during  all  which  time, 
he  could  never  be  provoked  or  surprised  to  speak  one  word^  and 
took  no  notice  of  any  person,  or  any  thing  done  or  said  to  him, 
anymore  than  a  dumb  or  "enseless  creature.  He  had  the 
New  Testament,  which  he  kept  by  him,  and  a  leaf  in  it  was 
observed  to  be  turned  down.  On  examination,  it  proved  to  be 
at  the  third  chapter  of  Corinthians,  beginning  in  these  words, 
**  Atid  If  brethren,  could  not  speak  unto  you!' 

The  weather  being  extremely  cold  throughout  ,the  month 
of  January;  fears  were  entertained  that  he  must  perish,  without 
iire,  presuming  that  no  man  could  keep  from  freezing,  in  his 
situation.  I  visited  him  almost  every  day,  and  examined  his 
hands  and  feet,  but  never  found  him  cold.  He  kept  in  his 
bunk  night  and  day,  and  his  chains  always  felt  warm. 

V 

*  . 

He  made  no  more  attempts  to  escape  until  Februar}',  when 
the  weather  began  to  moderate  a  little,  and  he  became  more 
restless  and  troublesome.  Early  in  the  month,  he  began  to 
tear  off  the  lime-wall  and  lathing  from  the  partition ;  broke 
every  thing  he  could  get  hold  of;  a  strong  iron-hooded  bucket, 
that  held  his  drink,  he  broke  all  in  small  pieces ;  not  a  piece 
of  the  iron  hoops  was  left,  more  than  three  inches  long ;  and 
when  the  gaoler  came  to  the  wicket-door,  with  a  candle,  to 
see  him,  he  would  throw  the  pieces  with  such  dexterity  as  to 
put  out  the  light,  although  hand  cuffed.  He  continued,  as  the 
weather  moderated,  to  grow  more  noisy  and  vicious.  On  the 
lOib,  I  received  the  following  note,  from  the  gaoler:-* 

"  Dear  Sir, 
"  There  must  be  someiliing  done  with  Smith.  He  is  de- 
tertnined  to  let  me  know  what  he  is,  if  no  one  else  does.  He 
sleeps  in  the  day  time ;  and,  when  1  go  to  tell  him  to  keep  quiet 
at  night,  he  yelb  so  as  not  to  hear  what  1  say.  Instead  of 
thanks  for  taking  off  his  irons,  he  makes  all  the  noise  he.  can, 
|>y  yelling  and  screaming  all  night,  and  knocking  very  loud,  with 

F 


64 


A   NARRATIVE,  &c. 


some  part  of  his  iroas.   I  wish  you  would  come  up  early,  and 
advise  what  is  best. 

"W.  DlOBLEE." 

On  going  into  the  gaul,  found  his  irons  on,  whole  and  safe ; 
and,  to  prevent  him  from  using  his  hands  so  freely,  locked  a 
chain  from  his  fetters  to  his  hand-cuffs,  and  left  him. 

On  Sunday  the  IQth,  two  gentlemen  from  Nova-Scotia, 
who  had  been  requested  by  his  wife  to  make  some  inquiry 
^fter  him,  called  upon  me.  I  persuaded  them  to  go  with  me 
to  the  gaol,  to  see  if  he  would  speak,  or  take  any  notice  of 
them,  or  any  thing  they  might  say  to  him  from  his  wife. 
They  said  a  great  deal  to  him— told  him,  his  wife  wished  to 
know  his  situation,  and  if  he  wished  her  to  come  to  him ; 
what  she  should  do  with  a  colt  he  had  left ;  if  he  would  have 
him  sold ;  that  he  would  fetch  200  dollars,  &,c.  but  all  made 
no  impression  on  him,  any  more  than  if  he  was  a  dead  man  : 
which  convinced  us  all,  that  if  he  should  be  hanged,  he  would 
go  to  the  gallows  without  speaking  a  woid,  or  changing  hit 
countenance. 

The  week  following,  he  grew  more  restless  and  vicious,  and 
the  next  Sunday,  on  going  into  the  gaol  with  Mr.  RulofTsoq 
and  Mr.  (Griffith,  from  Woodstock,  found  Smith  had  broken  %^ 
up  part  of  his  birth ;  had  broken  the  chain  from  his  hand-ci^ffs, 
leaving  one  link  to  the  staple,  the  parted  link  secreted  ;  and 
torn  up  part  of  his  bedding.  It  appeared  also,  that  be  had 
been  at  the  grates,  but  how  he  got  there  was  a  mystery,  as 
the  chains  to  his  legs  were  whole,  and  the  staple  well  in  the 
timber ;  but  he  had  evidently  been  there,  as  some  of  the 
boarding  was  broken,  and  pieces  of  pine  left  in  the  bricks. 
We  then  raised  the  staple,  and  again  put  on  the  chain  to  the 
hand-cuffs^  and  drove  the  staple  in  another  place,  more  oul  of 
his  reach.  The  next  day,  found  he  had  again  parted  the  chain  _. 
from  his  hands,  and  torn  off  a  large  portion  of  the  lathing  and 
plasteriujr  from  the  middle  wall ;  the  floor  covered  with  rub* 
bish.    I  then  attempted  to  confine  him  more  closely,  puV/i-^g 
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t  chain  from  his  feet  around  his  neck,  stapled  to  the  floor ; 
and  his  hand-cuffs  secured  to  the  middle  of  the  chain. 

Notwithstanding  every  exertion  I  could  make  to  restrain 
him,  I  vras  still  fearful,  that  as  the  weother  grew  warmer,  he 
would  find  means  to  effect  hit  escape,  as  he  had  al'eady  done 
things  that  seemed  to  require  more  than  human  power  to 
execute ;  especially  in  getting  the  iron  collar  off  his  neck,  and 
drawing  the  staple  from  the  timber,  which  two  yoke  of  oxen 
could  not  have  done.  The  iron  collar,  which  was  made  of  a  flat 
bar  of  iron,  one  and  a  half  inch  wide,  the  edges  only  rounded* 
he  twisted  the  same  as  if  a  piece  of  leather,  and  broke  it  in 
two.  We  very  often  found  him  bloody,  and  his  wrists  swelled 
and  sore  by  his  exertions ;  but  he  never  complained,  or  took 
any  notice  of  what  be  had  done,  or  exhibited  any  regard  foir 
his  situation  or  comfort.  '^- 


IM 
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March  is^— On  gdiiig  into  the  gaol,  at  evening,  found  him 
out  of  his  bed,  walking ;  and  exhibiting  a  remarkable  effigy, 
representing  his  wife,  standing  in  gaol,  supported  by  the  wall, 
as  large  as  life,  apparently  visiting  him  in  his  miserable  con- 
finenkent ;  himself  walking  before  her,  in  chains  and  fetters, 
as  far  as  they  would  admit.  By  the  light  of  candles,  this 
scene  exhibited  a  most  striking  picture  of  misery  and  distress. 
A  wife,  visiting  her  wretched  and  disconsolate  husband  in  a 
dungeon,  in  a  most  dejected  posture,  overcome  and  speechless ; 
the  husband  moving  restless  and  silently  before  her,  despair 
pictured  on  his  countenance— agitated — every  muscle  of  his 
frame  exhibiting  marks  of  acutest  anguish.  IVuly,  I  must 
say,  this  scene  shocked  the  feelings  of  humanily ;  its  effect 
•can  hardly  be  effaced  from  my  mind.  Every  one  present  was 
awed  and  astonished  at  the  sight— and  lam  fully  persuaded 
the  like  never  was,  and  never  can  be  again  produced,  with 
equal  ingenuity  and  effect.  The  effigy  was  formed  of  his 
bedding,  and  the  shirt  and  clothes  he  had  destroyed,  with  the 
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assistance  of  a  trough,  three  or  four  feet  long,  used  for 
keeping  water  in  the  gaol,  for  him  to  drink. 

He  continued  noisy  and  troublesome  until  the  5th  of 
March,  when  I  took  off  his  irons,  and  gave  him  a  clean  shirt-— 
let  him  wash  himself,  and  comb  his  hair,  which  bad  not  been 
cut,  nor  his  beard  shaved,  since  he  had  been  in  gaol— gave 
him  some  soap,  a  part  of  zchich  he  ate,  and  used  the  rest. 
The  blacksmith  again  put  on  his  ire  is  and  chains,  which  he 
received  the  same  as  an  ox  would  his  yoke,  or  a  horse  his 
harness.  ,    ; 

March  6^A.— Our  Court  of  Common  Pleas  coming  on,  it 
required  all  my  attention,  and  Mr.  Dibblee,  the  gaoler, 
having  received  a  flattering  invitation  to  take  charge  of  the 
Academy  at  Sussex  Vale,  had  engaged  to  remove  there  as  soon 
as  the  Court  was  over ;  and  accordingly,  on  the  1  Ith  of  March, 
he  removed,  leaving  the  prisoner  without  a  keeper,  and  me  in 
an  unpleasant  and  anxious  situation.  The  conduct  of  Smith 
had  been,  and  continued,  so  bad,  that  I  could  find  no  one 
willing  to  take  charge  of  him.  The  next  day,  however,  with 
much  persuasion,  I  prevailed  upon  Mr.  James  Reid,  a 
Scotsman,  a  man  in  whom  I  could  place  the  utmost  confi- 
dence, to  undertake  the  task,  and  the  day  following  he  moved 
into  the  house,  with  his  family.  ^ 


Smith  appeared  of  a  better  countenance,  and  rather  more 
quiet,  until  the  24th  of  March,  when  I  was  called  upon  by  the 
gaoler,  and  informed,  that  he  was  about  something ;  that  he 
had  broken  open  the  hole,  through  the  partition  that  led  the 
stove-pipes  intc  the  debtors'  room,  and  no  doubt  was  loose. 
On  going  into  the  gaol,  found  him  loose  from  all  his  irons; 
his  neck-chain  was  broken  in  three  pieces ;  the  chain  from  his 
neck  to  his  legs  in  three  pieces ;  his  screw  hand-cuffs  in  four 
pieces  and  ail  hanging  on  nails,  on  the  partition  wall-^his 
great  coat  torn  in  two,  through  the  back,  and  stripped  in 
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pieces ;  one  strip  about  his  shoulders  for  a  belt,  ti'itb  a  wooden 
sword  hanging  in  it ;  and  with  it  he  showed  all  the  exercise 
of  the  small-sword,  which  he  appeared  to  understand  well— 
His  chains  from  his  legs  were  loose  from  the  staples,  and  tied 
with  a  strip  of  his  great  coat ;  his  hands,  face  aud  clothes, 
bloody. 

In  this  situation,  he  exhibited  an  astonishing  figure. 
During  the  time  he  was  loose,  he  had  taken  off  every  inci'i  of 
the  plastering  from  the  partition-wall ;  stripped  olf  all  the  lath- 
ing, and  the  boarding  over  the  grates ;  broken  some  of  the 
bricks—* had  gathered  all  the  fragments  together,  and  stacking 
theui  up,  in  a  round  stack,  with  the  broken  lath  fenced  it 
round,  with  a  worm-fence  * ;  piled  all  the  long  lath  close  to 
the  wall  under  the  grates,  out  of  sight  from  the  wicket-door, 
then  swept  the  floor  clean ;  so,  that  returning  to  bis  birth, 
and  tying  his  leg-chain  to  the  staple,  on  looking  in  with  a 
candle,  nothing  could  be  seen  out  of  place. 

In  this  situation  I  found  him— Daniel  Micheau,  Esq.  Moses 
Foster,  George  Raymond,  Walker  Tisdale,  the  gaoler,  and 
others,  present.  I  then  raised  the  staple,  secured  him  by  the 
leg-chain,  put  on  a  pair  of  strong  stifF  hand-cuffs,  add  left 
him.  , 


He  remained  in  that  situation  until  the  28tb.  I  was  then 
called  again  by  the  gaoler,  who  said  he  believed  he  was  loose, 
and  was  about  some  mischief.— I  went  into  the  gaol,  and  found 
him  loose ;  his  chain  from  his  neck  separated  into  three  pieces, 
and  hud  bruised  the  plastering  from  the  stone  wall,  with  his 
chains,  about  three  feet  long.  We  were  obliged  to  leave  him. 
While  we  were  gettuig  his  chains  mended,  he  swept  the  room 
clean.  At  night,  I  added  another  chain,  from  his  fetters  to 
his  neck,  and  stapled  him  to  the  floor,  with  about  four  feet 
chain ;  secured  his  handcuffs  to  the  chain  between  his  neck ' 
and  feet,  so,  that  when  standing,  he  could  not  reach  in  any 
direction,  and  then. left  him. 

*  A  fenc«,  the  form  of  wluch  is  peculiar  to  the  settlements  in  America. 
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He  remained  easy,  singing  and  hallooing  occasionally,  until 
the  31  St.  I  was  then  called  again  by  the  gaoler,  who  said  he 
was  ceitainly  loose  i^ain:  that  opening  the  door,  to  see  what 
he  was  doing,  he  found  a  piece  of  the  chain  from  his  neck 
hanging  on  the  inside  of  the  wicket-door.  I  went  immedi- 
ately to  the  gaol ;  found  he  had  broken  all  his  chains ;  had 
tied  his  foot  chain  to  the  staple  again,  long  enough  to  reach 
the  wicket-door ;  was  lying  in  bed,  as  unconcerned  as  if  no- 
thing had  happened,  with  the  piece  of  chain  about  his  neck. 
We  then  took  his  bunk-bedstead  from  him,  and  every  thing 
within  his  reach,  and  never  let  him  have  it  any  more ;  but 
could  not  discover  by  what  means  he  separated  his  chains. 
No  links  of  the  chains  appeared  twisted,  nor  were  any  broken 
links  to  be  seen.  The  manner  in  which  he  was  chained,  as 
well  as  the  strength  of  the  chains,  left  it  beyond  doubt,  that 
he  must  have  means  to  cut  the  links,  as  it  was  thought  beyond 
human  strength,  in  his  situation  to  break  them*-to  ascertain 
which  we  let  a  candle  down  the  water-closet,  by  which  we 
could  see  the  bottom  clearly ;  and,  with  an  iron  hook,  prepared 
for  the  purpose,  we  brought  up  a  bunch  of  broken  links  of  his 
chains,  which  he  had  tied  up  in  a  piece  of  his  shirt,  and 
thrown  down,  together  with  a  piece  of  his  neck-chain,  about 
a  foot  long ;  which  convinced  us  that  he  could  have  no  fur- 
ther means  of  cutting  his  chains ;-— that  he  must  do  it  by 
some  mysterious  art  or  power.  I  was  then  determined  to 
break  the  enchantment,  if  strength  of  chain  would  do  it ;  and 
added  to  his  fetters  a  large  timber-chaiii,  which  was  used  fokr 
bunk -chain  of  a  bob-sledge,''^  by  which  four  and  five  logs  are 
hauled  to  the  mill  at  once.  (I  have  seen  the  chain  made  use 
of  in  the  gaol  at  Newhavenf ;  and  this  chain  was  at  least  one 
third,  if  not  one  half,  larger,  and  twice  as  strong.)  We  theti 
left  him. 


•<■ 


April  Is^— Found  his  neck'-chain  parted  again;  got  it 
mended,  and  replaced  it.    April  6th.-— Found  his  neck-chain 


*  "  Bob-sledge,"  a  kind  of  sledge,  used  for  moving  timbcf. 
t  In  Connecticut,  one  of  the  United  States. 
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again  parted ;  I  then  replaced  his  neck-chain,  with  a  strong 
ox-chain,  a  size  latter  than  that  usual  in  the  prison  at  New^ 
haven,  about  seven  feet  long  ;  the  whole  of  V  i  irons  in  good 
order,  and  equally  strong ;  which,  being  weighed  by  the  gaoler, 
after  they  were  taken  off,  amounted  to  forty-six  pounds. 

Left  him  that  night;  next  morning,  the  gaoler  informed  me, 
that  from  the  unaccountable  noise  he  had  made  through  the 
night,  he  was  persuaded  he  must  be  loosed  from  some  of  his 
chains.  I  then  concluded  he  must  have  broken  his  steel  fet- 
ters, as  it  was  impossible  for  human  strength  to  break  either 
of  the  ox-chains ;  but,  to  my  surprise,  found  the  chain  to  his 
neck  parted,  and  tied  with  a  string  to  the  staple,  two  feet  long  ; 
hand-cuffs,  fetters,  and  log-chain,  whole.  Secured  his  neck- 
chain  again.  After  this,  he  remained  more  quiet;  his  wrists 
h^ing  much  galled,  and  otherwise  bruised  and  sore,  from  his 

'^ J  ions.  / 


'  He  did  not  commit  any  further  outrages  for  some  time,  but 
busied  himself  in  braiding  straw,  with  which  he  made  a  place 
on  the  side  wall,  to  put  his  bread  in  ;  sometimes  making  an 
image  or  likeness  of  a  man  or  woman,  and  placing  them  io 
very  striking  situations,  discovering  great  art  and  ingenuity,  and 
seemed  to  amuse  himself,  without  breaking  his  irons ;  but  made 
much  noise,  hallooing,  and  beating  his  chains,  most  of  the 
ni^ht. 

On  the  29th,  on  going  into  the  gaol,  discovered  the  likeness 
of  a  woman,  representing  his  wife,  sitting  at  the  head  of  his 
bed,  with  the  New  Testament  open  before  her,  as  though 
reading  to  him,  and  he  sitting  in  a  posture  as  though  listening 
to  her  with  great  attention.  I  was  induced  to  look  in  the 
book,  and  found  it  opened  to  the  1 3th  chapter  of  St.  Luke, 
the  title  of  which  was,  "  Jesus  teacheth  repmtance,"  with  a 
leaf  turned  down,  directing  to  the  last  verse  of  the  ISth  chap- 
te(«P>«ppeiiriQg  m  though  she  had  rebuked  him  for  his  con- 
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duct,  bringing  to  the  mind  his  several  escapes,  ^vhilst  he  ap- 
peared  to  justify  himself  with  that  text  of  Scripture,  which 
says, — **  When  thou  goest  zvitk  thine  adversary  to  the  magis- 
trate^  as  thou  art  on  the  way,  give  diligence  that  thou  mayest 
be  delivered  from  him,  lest  he  hale  thee  to  the  judge,  and  the 
judge  deliver  thee  to  the  officer,  and  the  officer  cast  thee  into 
prison."  S.  Scribner,  T.  Scribner,  and  Mr.  Reid,  were  pre- 
sent with  me.  He  produced  many  more  of  the  hke  represen- 
tations, that  discovered  an  uncommon  genius,  and  wonderful 
ingenuity,  more  than  I  am  able  to  describe. 


t 


A  Special  Court  of  Oyer  and  Terminer,  and  General  Gaol      '' 
Delivery,  had  been  summoned,  to  be  held  at  Kingston,  on  the 
28th  day  of  April,  for  the  trial  of  the  Horse-stealer,  but  was 
put  off,  and  re-summoned,  to  be  held  on  the  4th  of  May,  oc- 
casioned by  the  ice  remaining  unusually  late  in  the  river  St.    , 
John,  as  will  appear  from  the  following  letters:-— 

"  Dear  Sir,  St.  John,  April  5th,  1816. 

"  I  have  received  your  letter,  detailing  the  very  extraordinary 
conduct  of  the  culprit  in  your  custody.  There  is  certainly  a 
mystery  in  this  man's  means  and  character  which  is  unfathom- 
able, and  T  fear  there  will  be  considerable  difficulty  with  him 
at  the  trial.  Your  vigilance  and  exertions,  of  course,  must 
not  be  relaxed.  As  the  best  thing  to  be  done,  I  dispatched 
your  letter,  without  delay,  to  the  Attorney  General,  that  they 
might  adopt,  at  head-quarters,  any  such  measures  as  they 
might  think  expedient  for  the  further  safeguard  and  security 
of  the  prisoner. 

"  Very  respectfully  yours, 
■%*' W.  Bates,  Esq.  "W.  Chipman." 


"  Dear  Sir,  Stmdaij,  April,  16, 1816. 

"  I  have  just  received,  by  an  express  from  Fredericton,  a 
letter  from  the  Attorney  General,  stating,  that  from  th<e  8tat« 
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of  tlie  river,  it  will  be  impracticable  for  him  to  be  at  Kingston 
by  the  20th;  and  as  he  has  hitherto  taken  the  whole  burthen 
of  the  prosecution  upon  hiokself,  the  trial  cannot  well  go  on 
iivithout  him.  From  this  circumstance,  therefore,  and  as  the 
preefeat  state  0i  the  travelling  would  probably  render  it  dan- 
gerous lo  my  father's  health,  (who  is  not  now  very  well,)  to 
bold  the  Court  this  week,  he  has  deternuned  to  put  it  off  tiU 
Thutsday,  the  4th  of  May,  for  which  day,  he  wished  you  to 
8ttmaM»  your  Juries,  and  to  proclaim  the  holding  of  the  Court. 
He  regrets  much,  giving  you  this  additional  trouble,  but  it 
must  be  attribuited.  to  the  extraordinary  backwardness  of  the 
season,  which  wa»  probably  not  foreseen  when  it  was  reconn 
mended  to  hold  the  Court  on  the  2Qth  April.  I  have  not  time 
to  forward  a  new  precept  by  this  conveyance,  but  I  will  for- 
ward one  in  time,  or  the  one  you  have  may  be  altered.  This 
can  easily  be  arranged  when  we  go  up  to  the  Court. 

"  Yours  truly, 
"  W,  Bates,  Esq,  «  W.  Chipman,  Jun.* 


imbh'Jr  '     — 


.Mi.-. 
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On  ibe  30th  day  of  April,  I  informed  him,  that  the  Thursday 
next,  the  fourth  day  of  May,  he  must  have  his  trial,  before  the 
Court  for  his  life,  and  that  Mr.  Pearson,  from  Pictou,  had 
come  40  witness  against  him.  He  paid  no  attention,  any 
more  than  if  I  had  not  spoken  to  him.— -May  2nd,  Mr.  Pear* 
son  came  to  seje  him— told  him,  that  his  wife  vyas  coming  to 
see  him ;  but  he  took  no  more  notice  of  him,  than  if  he  could 
not  either  see  or  hear,  or  had  no  sense.  The  third  day,  found 
be  had  been  at  work  at  the  wall ;  his  face  bruised  and  bloody ;; 
told  him,  that  tbe  next  day,  he  would  be  brought  before  the 
Court  for  his  trial.  He  paid  no  attention,  ate  hastily,  patted 
bis  hands,  hallooed,  appeared  very  lively,  sang  much,  and 
acted  the  lunatic,  or  fool,  to  perfection— sang,  and  beat  the 
floor  with  bit  chains,  most  of  the  night. 
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Hie  4th  of  May,  die  day  appointed  for  the  trial  of  tbii 
mysterious  character,  being  new  arrived,  the  G>urt  began  W 
assemble  at  Kingston,  (with  numerous  spectators  from  the  dis- 
tant parts  of  the  country,)  early  in  the  morning.  About  eleven 
o'clock,  his  Honour  Judge  Saunders,  and  the  Attorney  Gen» 
ral,  arrived  at  my  house  from  Fredericton;  the  attorneys  and 
officers  of  Court  having  previously  arrived.  About  one 
o'clock,  the  whole  came  to  the  Court-House  in  procession. 
After  opening  the  Court  in  the  usual  form,  the  prisoner  was 
called  to  the  bar,  and  placed  in  the  criminals'  box ;  the  gaoler, 
with  four  or  five  constables,  to  attend  him.  He  made  no  re- 
sistance, but  took  no  notice  of  the  Court—flayed  a  thousand 
monkey  actions,  pulled  off  his  shoes  and  socks,  tore  his  shirt, 
ha  hdd  a  little,  patting  his  hands,  snapping  his  fingers  as 
usual,  and  acting  the  fool.  The  Court  was  crowded  with  spec- 
tatorSj^  and  every  eye  was  fixed  upon  the  prisoner  with  asto* 
nishment. 


.^ 


Now  came  a  period  of  great  expectation.    The  Attor- 
ney General  read  his  indictment.    The  Judge  then  asked  him, 
if  he  pleaded  to  the  indictment.  Guilty,  or  Not  Guilty^    He 
•tood  mute  ;  took  no  kind  of  notice  that  coiild  be  discovered. 
The  Judge  then  admonished  him,  that  if  he  stood  mute  out  of 
obstinacy,  his  trial  would  go  on,  and  he  be  deprived  of  the  op* 
portunity  of  putting  himself  upon  his  country  for  his  defence^ 
«s.d  that  sentence  would  be  passed  against  him ;  therefore,  he 
X    advised  him  to  plead  Not  Guilty,    He  continued  mute,  act- 
ing the  fool,  without  discovering  the  least  sense,  or  change  iu 
his  countenance  that  could  be  observed.    The  Judge  then  di- 
rected the  Sheriff  to  impannela  jury  of  twelve  men,  to  inquire 
into  the  cause,  whether  the  prisoner  at  the  bar  stood  mute 
wilfully  and  obstinately,  or  by  the  vintation  of  God,    The 
Jury,  being  impannelled  and  sworn,  after  hearing  the  evidence, 
that  he  had  appeared  in  that  state  for  three  months  preceding^ 
Sec—soon  returned  their  verdict,  that  the  prisoner  at  the  bar 
9tood  mute  by  the  visitation  of  God.    The  Judge  then  direct- 
ed, that  the  Attorney  General  enter  the  plea  of  Not  Guilty, 
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■nd  couniel  for  the  prisoner  wai  admitted.  The  GMirt  wa» 
Aen  adjourned  until  next  morning,  at  ten  o'clock,  in  order  for 
bis  trial. 

Friday  morning,  eleven  o'clock,  the  Court  being  assembled, 
and  the  house  crowded  with  spectators,  the  prisoner  was  again 
brought  to  the  bar,  with  all  the  constables  to  attend  him.-» 
He  took  no  kind  of  notice  of  any  one,  but  sat  himself  quietly 
down  in  the  criminals'  box.— Every  eye  was  fixed  on  him,  for 
8  few  minutes,  in  perfect  silence.  The  Judge  observed,  that 
the  prisoner  appeared  more  calm  this  morning,  and  directed 
that  the  Court  proceed  to  his  trial.  The  Jury  being  swom^ 
and  the  witnesses  called,  the  prisoner  at  the  bar  was  ordered 
to  stand  up,  for  his  defence.  He  took  no  notice  of  what  was 
•aid.  The  constables  were  then  ordered  to  hold  him  up  on 
his  feet.  He  fought  them,  and  jerked  from  them,  so  that  they 
could  not  manage  to  do  any  thing  with  him.  Sent  fora  rope, 
and  pinioned  his  arms,  but  to  no  purpose ;  lashed  the  rope 
from  hb  arms  back  to  the  railing  of  the  box.  He  con- 
tinued fighting,  and,  reaching  the  bannisters  before  him,  broke 
them  out  as  fast  as  the  constables  could  take  them  from  him. 
Sent  for  another  rope,  and  tied  his  hands  together,  securing 
them  to  the  railing  each  way.  He  then  fell  to  kicking  the  rail- 
ing, and  soon  demolished  all  the  bannisters  and  railing  in  front 
of  the  criminals'  box,  in  spite  of  all  the  constables  could  do  to 
prevent  him.  Was  obl^ed  to  get  another  strong  rope,  and' 
bind  his  feet  together,  securing  the  rope  each  way,  to  the  posts 
of  the  box.  It  then  took  two  or  three  constables  to  hold 
him. 

After  thus  securing  him,  the  Court  proceeded  on  his  trial. 
The  Attorney  General  read  his  declaration,  charging  the  pri- 
soner at  the  bar  with  having  feloniously  stolen  a  certam  bay 
horse,  the  property  of  tViilis  Frederic  Knox,  Esq.  of  the  value 
of  35/.;  that  he  was  taken  in  the  manner;  and  produced  his 
witnesses.     Mr.  Knox,  being  sworn,  stated  the  circumstancea 

6  2 


%• 


44 


A  NARRATIVE,  &c. 


of  his  pursuit  after  the  prisoner,  as  far  as  Truro,  where  he 
employed  Mr.  Pearson  to  pursue  on  to  Pictou,  being  inform- 
ed that  the  prisoner  was  going  to  sell  the  horse  at  that  place. 

Mr.  Pelelrs,  counsel  for  the  prisoner,  asked  the  witness,  how 
he  M^rote  his  Christian  name— ^i/Zs  or  ^i/^t«— to  which  he 
replied,  **  I  was  christened  after  my  god-fathers,  Lord  North 
atid  the  Earl  of  JVilhborough-^wad  never  write  my  name 
Wmki."  Mr  Peters  then  produced  authorities  to  show,  that 
one  letter  ia  a  man's  name  had  quashed  afi  indtctoaent,  and 
moved  that  the  prisoner  be  discharged.  This  was  over-ruled 
by  Uie  Court,  but  reserved  for  a  question. 

M^.  Pearson  deposed,  that  he  pursued  the  whole  aight* 
thA  'tMrly  next  morning  was  shown  the  prisoner,  and  took  him. 
He  fiiemed  but  little  surprised;  the  witness  told  him  the 
OWIMT  of  the  horse  would  be  there  soon.  He  said  that  ht 
esme  honestly  by  the  horse.  The  witness  asked  him  where 
the  horse  was  ?  He  said,  "  At  that  house ;"  poiDting  over  the 
cre«k,  were  there  was  but  one.  He  then  took  the  fwisoner 
before  a  Justice,  and  thence  to  the  gaol  at  Pictou ;  that  he 
afterwards  look  the  horse,  returned  ahnout  ten  miles,  and  met 
Mr.  Knox  who  knew  the  horse,  and  called  him  Bi iton. 

The  circumstances  against  the  prisoner  were,  that  be  gave 
ooDtractictory  accounts  how  he  came  l>y  Uie  horse;  at  one 
tilBe  saying  that  he  bou^  him  of  a  pedlar ;  at  another,  of  a, 
Frenchman;  again,  that  be  swapped  for  him ;  and,  at  Amherst, 
produced  a  receipt  for  money  paid  in  exchange. 

The  dounsel  for  the  prisoner,  in  cross-examining,  asked  Mr. 
Knex,— "  Did  you  ever  see  the  piisoner  in  possession  oi  the 
hprseT  "  No;  but  he  acknowledged  it."-—"  d^idyou  ever 
hear  him  acknowledge  that  he  was  in  possession  -of  the  horse, 
in  011^  other  way,  thau  with  sajjfing  he  came  honestly  by  him?" 
''  No.''  Mr.  Pearson  was  cross-examined  in  the  same  words* 
and  answered  the  same  no,     Mr.  Peters,  in  defence   of 
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lh«  Prisoner,  produced  authorities  to  show,  timt  by  the  evi- 
dence, the  prisoner  at  the  bar,  was  not  taken  in  the  manner, 
as  stated  in  the  declaration  ;  and  that  it  was  sufficient  for  him 
(o  praire,  in  a  general  way,  how  he  came  in  possession  of  the 
horse,  which  he  was  able  to  do,  by  a  receipt  which  he  pro- 
educed  for  the  money  paid  in  exchange—* the  best  general  evi- 
dence that  can  be  given,  as  such  is  the  common  way  of  dealing 
in  horses.     He  acknowledged,  if  the  prisoner  had  been  taken 
on  the  back  of  the  horse,  he  would  then  have  been  taken  in 
(he  manneTf  as  stated  by  the  Attorney  General ;  and  coDse* 
^uently,  "bound  to  prove  how  he  came  in  possession ;  but,  in  tbt 
present  case,  he  himself,  or  any  one  present,  might  be  in  this 
unfortunate  prisoner's  situation ;  dragged  to  prison,  to  Court, 
and  to  the  gallows,  because  he  could  not  produce  th«  person 
who  had  actually  sold  him  the  horse.    The  prosecutor  had  not 
produced  any  evidence  of  the  horse  ever  being  in  the  possession 
of  the  prisoner,  only  by  his  own  confession ;  and  he  trusted,  that 
the  Jury  would  not  hesitate  to  find,  that  the  prisoner  at  the 
bar,  was  not  taken  in  the  mannert  as  stated  in  the  declaratioD, 
bat  would  pronounce  him,  by  their  verdict,  Not  Guilty, 


,?"  '- 


The  Judge,  in  his  charge  to  the  Jury,  over-ruled  the  plea, 
by  stating  to  the  Jury,  that  his  being  taken  in  the  manner  was 
proved  by  the  various  accounts  he  gave  of  his  getting  posses* 
sion  of  the  horse,  thus  rendering  himself  liable  to  prove  how 
he  came  by  him,  or  to  stand  guilty  of  feloniously  taking  him, 
as  stated  in  the  indictment.  That  they  had  heard  the  witnesses ; 
and,  if,  from  the  evidence  and  circumstances  before  them,  they 
were  fully  satisfied,  that  the  prisoner  at  the  bar  had  taken  the 
horse  feloniously,  as  stated  in  the  indictment,  they  would  fiind 
him  Guilty ;  that,  and  if  they  had  any  doubts,  leaning  to  mercy, 
they  would  find  him  Not  Guilty. 

^  Whfle  the  Jury  were  out,  I  invited  the  Court  and  o^r  gen- 
tlemen to  visit  (he  Gaol,  where  I  i>howed  them  his  irons  and 
chdiis,  alld  the  situation  in  which  he  was  placed.    The  Judge 
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observed,  it  was  fortunate  that  he  was  sent  to  Kingston  gaoI» 
as  no  otl^r  gaol  in  the  province  would  have  kept  him. 

The  Jury,  after  being  out  about  two  hours,  returned,  with 
their  verdict— Gt<}7(y. 


The  prisoner  did  not  show  the  least  sign  of  sensibility  that 
could  be  perceived,  while  the  Judge  pronounced  upon  him 
the  sentence  of  the  law,  Death,  wUhout  benefit  of  cUrgyr-^ 
but  continued  shouting  and  hallooing. 

The  Court  asked  the  Counsel  for  the  prisoner,  if  he  had 
any  thing  to  offer  in  arrest  of  Judgment,  or  why  the  sentence 
of  death  should  not  be  executed  upon  him.  Mr.  Peters  then 
rose,  and  produced  authorities,  to  show,  that  the  present  law,t 
-  that  took  away  the  bene6t  of  clergy  for  horse-stealing,  was 
not  in  force  in  this  colony,  and  that  it  could  not  be  construed 
to  be  in  force,  until  decided  in  the  higher  court,  where  he 
hoped  to  have  the  honour  to  discuss  it.  The  Judge  gave  hia 
opinion  against  him,  but  admitted  the  plea. 

The  prisoner  was  returned  to  gaol,  where  he  received  his 
chains  with  willingness,  and  apparent  satisfaction,  and  the 
Conrt  adjourned  without  day.  llie  Attorney  General,  how- 
ever, gave  me  to  understand,  tliat  he  would  not  be  executed 
very  speedily,  and  requested  that  I  would  observe  his  beha- 
viour, and  inform'  him,  by  letter,  of  the  particulars  of  his 
conduct. 

The  next  morning  I  visited  him.  Found  him  as  usual,  in- 
formed him,  he  was  now  under  sentence  of  death,  and  that  he 
would  be  allowed  but  one  pound  of  bread,  and  water  once  a 
a  day,  for  the  short  time  he  had  to  live ;  that  as  soon  as  hia 
death-warrant  was  signed  by  the  President,  he  would  be  exe- 
cuted, and  but  little  time  was  left  him  to  prepare  for  the  dread- 
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liil  efent.    He  paid  no  attention,  patted  his  hands,  sang,  and 
acted  the  fool  as  usual. 

One  of  the  spectators,  being  surprised  at  his  conduct,  ob* 
served  to  him,  "  Smith,  it  is  too  late  for  you  to  deceive  any 
more;  your  fate  is  fixed  now,  and  you  had  better  employ  your 
littiki  time  in  making  your  peace  with  God,  than  to  act  the  fool 
liny  longer  !"-~which  occasioned  the  following :— on  going  in- 
to' the  gaol,  observed  his  book  opened  to  the  following  pas- 
sage >->''  If  any  man  among  you  aeemeth  to  he  wise,  kt  him 
heconneafoolfthat  hemay  bewise" 

In  this  situation,  I  kept  him  nine  days  on  bread  and  water, 
once  a  day  reminding  him  of  his  fate.  He  continued  in  the 
same  state,  and  in  that  time  had  torn  off  every  stitch  of  cloth- 
ing, leaving  himself  naked.  He  never  showed  any  penitence 
or  any  sign  of  hunger,  more  than  when  fed  with  four  times  this 
allowance.  I  then  allowed  him  other  provisions,  and  his  suc- 
ceeding conduct  is  briefly  stated  in  the  following  letter  to  the 
Attorney  General : 


"  Copy  of  a  letter  from  the  High  Sher^of  King's  County. 

A       "My  Dear  Sir,  "Kingston,  July  U,  ist^ 

**  Having  beard  nothing  from  you  since  the  late  Gaol  Deli- 
very at  King's  county,  I  beg  briefly  to  stale  to  you  some 
circumstances  of  the  conduct  of  die  criminal,  Henry  More 
Smith,  since  his  trial  and  sentence.  After  securing  him  with 
strong  chains  to  his  neck  and  legs,  and  with  hand-cuffs,  he  con- 
tinued beating  the  floor,  hallooing  day  and  night,  with  little  in- 
termission, making  different  sounds ;  sometimes  Yfilh  jinking 
his  chains,  and  sometimes  without,  apparently  in  different 
parts  of  the  gaol ;  insomuch,  that  the  gaoler  frequently  sent 
for  me,  supposing  he  must  be  loose  from  his  chains,  which  I 
conceived,  and  frequently  observed,  yv&s  impossible}  being  far 
beyond  the  power  of  human  strength  or  invention,  in  his  situa- 
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lioii  f— 4>uty  on  the  24th  of  May,  going  into  the  gaol  early  m 
the  morning,  (after  having  examined  his  chains  at  two  o'clock 
the  day  before,)  I  found  three  links  of  his  heaviest  chain  sepa- 
rated, aad  lying  on  the  floor,  being  part  of  the  chain  witlwut 
the  staple.    He  continued  in  the  same  way,  until  the  second 
of  June,  wheo  we  found  the  largest  chain  parted  about  the 
middle,  and  tied  with  a  string;  which  clearly  proves,  that  irons 
and  chains  are  no  security  for  hioi.    I  then  put  on  him  a  light 
chain,  with  which  he  has  been  ever  since.    I  never  discovered 
him  at  work  at  any  thii^,  but  he  frequently  produced  effigies, 
or  likenesses  very  striking,  representing  his  wife.    He  now 
produced  an  effigy  of  a  man  in  perfect  shape,  with  his  features 
paiated,  and  joints  to  all  his  limbs,  and  dressed  him  in  olothts 
that  be  had  made,  in  good  shape  and  faahion,  out  of  the  clothes 
that  he  had  torn  oiF  himself,  (being  now  naked,)  which  wa* 
admired  for  its  ingenuity.    This  he  would  put  sometimes  m 
one  position  and  sometimes  in  anotlier,  and  seemed  to  amuso 
himself  with  it,  without  taking  the  least  notice  of  tny  .thing  else; 
continuing  in  his  old  way  hallooing,  without  any  alteration^ 
until  the  13th,  when  the  gaoler  informed  me,  that  he  refused 
to  eat,  and  no  doubt  was  sick.— I  went  to  see  him  every  day- 
found  he  did  not  eat.— All  the  bread,  and  other  provisions  con- 
veyed to  him,  he  gave  his  effigy,  strung  on  a  string,  and  put  in- 
to his  hands.— ^He  lay  perfectly  still  d«y  and  night,  and  took 
no  notice  of  any  thing-^would  drink  tea  or  milk,  which  I  gave 
twice  a  day,  for  five  days;  he  then  refused  to  drink  any  thing 
for  two  days,  which  made  seven  days  he  had  e*ten  nothing. 
In  that  time  he  began  to  speak;  would  ask  questions,  but 
wonld  hold  no  conversation.— But  the  most  extraorditiary,  tho 
most  wonderful  and  mysterious  of  all,  is,  that  in  that  tiuie,  hti 
had  prepared,  undiscovered,  and  at  once  exhibitedf  the  most 
striking  picture  of  genius,  art,  taste,  and  invention,  that  ever 
was,  and  I  presume,  ever  will  be  produced,  by  any  humane 
beifig,  placed  in  his  situation;  in  a  dark  room,  chained  and 
hand-cuffed,  under  sentence  of  death,  without  so  much  as  a 
nail,  or  any  kind  of  thmg  to  work  with,  but  bis  hands,  and 
naked.    The  exhibition  is  ftr  beyond  my  pen  to  describe.rr^> 
To  give  you  some  fiaint  idea,  permit  me  to  say,  that  it-consists 
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of  ten  characters,  men,  women,  and  children— all  made  and 
painted  in  the  most  expressive  muiiner,  with  all  the  limhs  and 
joints  of  the  human  frame— -each  pei forming  difterent  parts; 
their  features,  shape  and  f('rm,  all  express  their  different  fa- 
shions, and  suitable  to  the  dtations  in  which  thc>  act.  To  view 
them  in  their  situation,  they  appear  as  perfect  as  though  alive, 
with  all  the  air  and  gaiety  of  actors  on  the  stage.     Smith  sits 
in  his  bed  by  the  side  of  the  gaol— his  exhibition  begins  about 
a  foot  from  the  floor,  und  compasses  the  whole  space  ot  the 
ceiling.    The  uppe'/most  is  a  man,  whom  he  calls  the  tam- 
bourine-plu'  er,  or,  sometimes,  Doctor  Blun:   standing  with  all 
the  pride  awu  appearance  of  a  master  musiiian,  his  lef>  hand 
a-kimbo,  his  rigiit  hand  on  his  tambourine,  dressed  in  siiltable 
uniform.    Next  him,  below,  is  alady— genteelly  dressed,  grace- 
fully hitting  in  a  handsome  swing ;  at  her  left  hand,  stands  v 
inan  neatly  dressed,  in  the  character  of  a  servant,  holding  ')  e 
aide  of  the  swing  with  his  right,  his  left  hand  on  hi<--  Sip,  in  an 
e^sy  poRture,  waiting  the  lady's  motion.     On  her  rigti!  hand, 
itandsu  man,  genteelly  dressed,  in  the  character  of  a  gallant,  in 
a  graceful  posture  for  dancing.     Beneath  these  three  figures, 
sits  a  young  man  and  a  young  giil,  (apparently  about  14,)  in  a 
posture  for  tilting,  at  each  end  of  a  board,  decently  dressed. 
Directly  under  these,  stands  one  whom  he  calls  Buonaparte,  or, 
sometimes,  the  father  of  Imfamili/;  he  stands  erect;  his  fea- 
tures are  prominent ;  his  cheeks  red ;  his  teeth  white,  set  in 
order;  his  gums  and  lips  red;  his  nose  shaded  black,  repre- 
senting the  nostrils;  his  dress  is  that  o^  *he  harlequin;  in  one 
hand  he  holds  an  infant,  with  die  other  i  j  ,.;ays  or  beats  music  ; 
before  him  stand  two  children,  apparently  three  or  four  years 
old,  holding  each  other  by  one  bond,  in  the  act  of  playing  or 
dancing,  with  a  roan,  dressed  i-:  fashion,  who  appears  in  the 
character  of  a  steward,  sometimes  in  one  situation,  and  some- 
•   times  in  another;  and  this  makes  up  the  s!k>w,  ail  of  v\hich  you 
have  at  one  view.     Then  commences  the  performance.     The 
first  operation  is  from  the  tambourine-player,  or  master,  who 
gives  three  single  strokes  on  his  tambourine,  that  may  be  heard 
in  any  part  of  the  house,  without  moving  his  body.     He  then 
dances  gracefully  a  few  steps,  without  touching  the  tambourine ; 
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the  lady  is  then  swung  two  or  three  times  by  the  steward; 
then  the  gallant  takes  a  few  steps;  then,  the  two  below  tilt  a 
few  times,   in  the  most   easy,   pleasant    manner;    then,  the 
two  children  dance  a  little,  holding  each  other  by  the  hand  : 
after  this,   Smith   begins    to    sing,  or   whistles  a  tune,   to 
which  they  are  to  dance,  at  which   the  tambourine  strikes, 
and  every  one  dances  to  the  tune,  with  motion,  ease,  and 
exactness,    not   to   be    described.      Many  have    been    the 
observations  of  spectators ;    amongst  them,  an  old  German 
observed,   that   when  he    was   starving  the  seven  days,   he 
was   making  a   league  with  the  Devil,  and   that  lie  helped 
him.     All  acknowledge,  with  me,  that  it  exceeds  every  thing 
they  ever  saw  or  imagined.     His  whole  conduct,  from  the 
first,  has  been,  and  is,  one  continued  scene  of  mystery.     He 
has  never  shown  any  idea  or  knowledge  of  his  trial,  or  present 
situation ;  he  seems  happy ;  his  irons  and  chains  are  no  ap- 
parent inconvenience;  contented  like  a  dog  or  a  monkey,  broke 
to  his  chain :  shews  no  more  idea  of  any  thing  past,  than  if 
he  had  no  recollection.     He,  in  short,  is  a  mysterious  charac- 
ter, possessitig  a  wonderful  art  of  invention,  beyond  common 
capacity.  ■ :  ■' i' %; '-^  'f  ^  ■  • /'-^i- ^^.-t;-'  ■- 

"  I  am  almost  ashamed  to  forward  you  so  long  a  letter  upon 
the  subject,  and  so  unintelligible;  1  think,  if  I  could  have 
done  justice  in  describing  the  exhibition,  it  would  have  been 
worthy  a  place  in  the  Uoyal  Gazette,  and  better  worth  the  at-  • 
tention  of  the  public,  than  all  the  wax-work  ever  exhibited  in 
this  province. 

"  I  am,  with  all  due  respect,  dear  Sir, 
>^*  "  Your  very  humble  servant,       '  ' 

■:.^^    .  .    .  >^.  '  «  Walter  Bates." 

**  Thomas  Wet  more,  Esq.  Attorney  General.'*  .  ■     k    , . 

"  P.  S.     Wednesday  the  28th.    This  morning,  I  found  he  " 
had  added  to  his  works  a  drummer,  placed  at  the  left  of  his 
tambourine  player,  equal  in  appearance,  and  exceeding  in  per- 
formance ;  beats  the  drum  with  either  hand,  or  both  occasion- 
ally, in  concert  with  the  tambourine,  keeping  time  with  perfect 
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Exactness,  sometimes  sitting,  at  others  standing  or  dancing. 
He  had  also,  in  a  most  striking  manner,  changed  the  position 
of  his  scene.  The  lady,  above  described  to  be  sitting  grace- 
fully in  her  swing,  with  so  many  attendants  and  admirers,  is 
now  represented  swinging  in  a  dejected  posture,  with  a  young 
infant  in  her  arms ;  her  gallant  has  left  her,  and  is  taking  the 
young  girl  before  described,  about  14,  by  the  hand,  with  an 
air  of  great  gallantry,  leading  her,  and  dancing  to  the  tune, 
with  perfect  exactness,  representing  more  than  can  be  de- 
iscribed.  On  viewing  this,  an  old  Scotsman  observed,  "  Some 
say  he  is  mad,  others  he  is  a  fool ;  but  I  say,  he  is  the  sharp* 
est  man  I  have  ever  seen ;  his  performance  exceeds  all  I  ever 
met  with,  and  I  do  not  believe  he  was  ever  equalled  by  man. 
This  evening,  a  gentleman  from  Boston,  having  heard  the 
above  description,  came  to  sec  the  performance,  and  declared 
he  could  say,  as  the  Queen  of  Sheba  did,  that  "  the  half  had 
not  been  told.'' 

[To  this  the  Editor  of  the  Royal  Gazette,  in  which,  according 
to  the  suggestion  of  writer,  it  was  printed,  adds  the  following 
remarks :— "  We  have  given  an  entire  copy  of  the  abovfe  letter, 
which  has  excited  our  astonishment,  and  will,  probably,  that  of 
every  other  person  who  has  not  seen  the  exhibition  and  per- 
formance described  in  it.  Those  who  are  acquainted  with 
die  Sheriff,  know  him  to  be  incapable  of  stating  falsehoods, 
or  attempting  in  any  way  to  practice  a  deception,  and  will  of 
course  give  credit  to  the  statement  of  facts,  wonderful  as  they 
may  appear  to  be,  which  he  has  made."] 


July  1  St. — In  the  morning,  I  found  him  repairing  his  drummer. 
He  said,  he  had  a  gentleman  and  lady  come  from  France,  but 
could  not  put  them  up — and,  looking  archly  at  me,  said,  "  The 
Devil  has  no  chain  about  his  neck."  1  answered  him,  if  he  did 
not  behave  worse  than  the  Devily  I  would  give  him  more  li- 
berty ;  and  took  his  chain  from  his  neck,  and  put  it  to  his  ffeet. 
He  then  produced  a  man,  fashionably  dressed,  and,  in  one 
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minute  had  him  dancing.  He  said,  he  had  no  clothes  fit  for 
his  ]ady  to  appear  in  company ;  but,  if  he  had  a  needle  and 
thread,  he  could  have  them  all  tit  for  a  bull  in  two  days.  To 
gratify  the  spectators  present,  I  consented,  and  they  soon  sup- 
plied him  Mith  thread,  needle,  calico,  ribbons,  and  a  small  pair 
of  scissaVs,  the  first  thing  he  had  had  to  cut  with,  having  used 
his  teeth.  He  seemed  pleased,  and  began  to  sew  by  candle- 
light, but  laid  it  by,  and  said  he  could  work  better  in  the  dark. 
The  next  day,  found  him  making  clothes  for  his  "  family"— He 
said,  he  had  a  drum-major  coming  out  from  France,  who  would 
beat  two  drums  at  once,  and  his  wife  would  stand  upon  her 
head,  and  beat  three ;  that  he  must  have  drum-sticks,  and  some- 
thing for  drums,  which  was  furnished.  He  made  some  of 
brass,  and  some  of  tin,  making  different  sounds,  trimmed  in 
elegant  style,  with  ribbons  and  tassels,  and  would  have  appear- 
ed elegant  in  a  toy-shop.  As  he  proceeded,  he  was  supplied 
with  every  thing  that  he  wanted ;  and  was  very  industrious  in 
making  his  improvements. 


The  Supreme  Court  being  about  to  be  held  at  Fredericton, 
and  feeling  atixious  to  know  the  fate  of  the  prisoner,  I  attend- 
ed the  Court,  and  having  ascertained  that  the  destiny  of  the 
prisoner  would  not  be  fatal,  I  returned.  The  gaoler  informed 
me,  that  the  first  night  after  I  had  left  home.  Smith  had  drawn 
the  staple  of  the  chain  that  had  been  about  his  neck,  and  had 
concealed  both  the  chain  and  the  staple,  so  that  they  could 
not  be  found.  The  glass  in  the  wall  was  broken  at  the  same 
time,  but  the  chain  did  not  go  out  t4iat  way,  as  the  outside 
glass  was  whole.  The  room,  and  every  thing  in  it,  hud  been 
strictly  searched  without  discovering  it,  and  it  could  not  be 
conceived  how  the  glass  was  broke,  as  it  was  entirely  out  of  his 
reach.  On  going  into  the  gaol,  he  said  to  me,  that  the  Devil 
told  his  old  drummer,  if  he  did  not  put  that  chain  out  of  the 
way,  he  would  certainly  get  it  about  his  neck  again ;  that  he 
hated  it,  and  had  murdered  it,  and  put  it  under  the  dirt ;  but 
he  feared  he  should  have  no  peace  till  he  raised  it  again.  I 
told  him,  he  must  raise  it,  and  that  I  would  not  put  it  ou  him, 
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ogulu  if  he  leiuived  well.  I  then  took  off  his  hand-cuffs,  gave 
him  water  to  wash  himself,  with  a  clean  shirt  and  jacket ;  a 
young  mull  gave  him  a  black  handkerchief,  which  he  put  about 
his  neck,  and  seemed  pleased;  wished  he  had  a  fiddle— he 
would  give  his  shift  for  a  fiddle,  that  he  might  play,  for  his  "  fa- 
mily" to  dance  ;  he  was  offered  a  fife ;  he  said,  he  believed  he 
could  learn  to  play— he  tiien  took  the  fife,  and  would  play  any 
tune,  either  right  or  left-handed.  I  told  him,  if  he  would  be- 
have well,  I  would  not  put  his  hand-cuffs  on  that  day ;  he  said, 
then  he  would  have  bis  "  family"  in  good  order ;  but,  that  when 
he  sent  one  hand  to  do  any  thing,  the  other  would  follow  it. 
Gave  him  some  materials  that  he  wanted,  and  then  left  him. 
This  was  the  17th  of  July. 

On  the  18th,  found  him  at  work  at  his  "  children,"  preparing 
for  improvements.  Gave  him  a  pen,  and  paint,  and  many  ar- 
ticles for  clothing.  See.  He  had  before  used  coal,  and  his  own 
blood,  for  colouring.  He  appeared  thankful,  and  talked  more 
coherently.  To  account  for  the  broken  glass,  he  said  to  me, 
"  My  old  drummer  cried  out  for  more  air,  his  "  family"  stood 
so  thick  about  him — *  Well,'  said  I,  *  tell  me  how  to  get  it,  and  I 
will  go  to  work  at  it.'  He  told  me,  to  make  a  wisp  of  straw, 
long  enough  to  reach  the  glass,  and  break  it,  which  I  did^  and 
destroyed  the  rope,  that  it  might  not  be  discovered." 

He  continued  his  employment,  repairing  and  improving  his 
"  family,"  dressing  them  neatly,  and  painting  their  features  all 
new ;  and  adding  to  his  exhibition,  until  he  said,  they  were  all 
present  that  were  coming.  With  the  money  that  he  had  re- 
ceived from  spectators,  he  supplied  himself  with  calico,  and 
about  the  iOth  of  August  completed  the  show,  which  consist- 
ed of  twenty-four  characters,  men  and  women ;  six  beat  mu- 
sic in  concert  with  the  fiddle,  while  sixteen  danced  to  the  tune. 
The  other  two  were  fighters,  Buonaparte,  with  a  sword,  fighting 
an  Irishman  with  his  shillaly.  His  musicians  were  dressed  in 
uniforms;  some  drummers,  some  tambourine-players,  and  some 
bell-ringers.  In  the  centre  of  his  dancers  stood  his  dancing- 
master,  in  a  military  dress«  with  hat  and  boots  on,  and  gloves 
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on  his  hands.  A  soldier,  in  Scotch  uniform,  at  an  advanced 
station,  acted  as  a  sentry,  stepping  regularly  one  foot  before 
the  other.  Smith  would  sit  before  them,  and  play  a  tune  on 
the  fiddle,  to  which  they  would  all  dance,  and  t^at  to  the  mu- 
•tc  in  concert,  one  half  on  the  right  hand  to  one  part  of  the 
tune,  and  the  other  on  the  left  hand  to  the  other  part ;  then  all 
together,  dancing  to  the  tune  as  regular  and  as  natural  as  if 
alive  ;  the  dancing-master  dancing  with  his  right  hand  and  foot 
with  one  part,  and  his  left  hand  and  foot  with  the  other  part, 
and  then  together  with  the  whole,  without  any  stop  or  hin- 
drance, to  any  tune  that  he  should  play,  and  without  discover- 
ing any  sign  or  motion  by  which  they  were  made  to  act.  His 
fighters,  if  they  had  been  alive,  could  not  act  and  appear  more 
natural.  All  his  figures  were  formed  of  straw,  curiously  twist- 
ed and  interwoven.  The  coal,  he  used  for  colouring,  he  got 
from  a  burnt  timber  in  the  partition  wall,  and  their  first 
clothing  v.  as  made  of  the  pieces  of  his  garments  which  he 
had  torn  up. 
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It  is  impossible  for  me  to  do  it  justice;  therefore,  I  shall 
not  attempt  any  further  description,  and  only  add,  that  great 
numbers  came  to  see  the  exhibition,  and  to  view  his  person, 
from  a  great  distance— among  whom  were  several  physicians— 
and  all  expressed  their  astoniishment.  A  gentleman  from 
Pennsylvania,  Dr.  Prior,  u  man  of  learning,  (who  told  me  he 
had  spent  his  whole  life  travelling  for  foreign  and  literary  infor- 
mation, and  had  made  it  a  point  to  view  all  curiosities  and 
phenomena  that  he  could  hear  of,)  having  heard  that  I  liad  an 
extraordinary  character  in  prison,  came  to  beg  the  favour  of 
me  to  let  him  see  him ;  with  which  I  complied  \fier  view- 
ing h'j  person,  and  every  part  of  his  exhibitiou  Mid  perform- 
ance, he  was  pleased  to  say,  that  he  had  travelled  through  all 
the  continent  of  Atnerica,  and  part  of  Europe,  but  had  never 
met  with  the  equal  of  it— that  he  was  now  writing  memoirs 
of  his  own  life;  and  travels,  and  that  he  should  nut  fail  to  fill  a 
page  with  a  description  of  this  wonderful  performance. 

With  other  spectators,  a  gentleman,  by  the  name  of  Doctor 


''■-% 


[' 


A  NARRATIVE,  &c. 


^ 


Couglyn,  from  Ireland,  who  bad  been  surgeon  in  hitjs  Majesty's 
wrvice,  both  by  sea  and  land,  a  gentleman  of  accomplishments 
and  learning,  came  to  see  this  new  and  extraordinary  exhibi- 
tion. After  having  viewed  the  scene  repeatedly,  for  several 
days  that  he  tarried  at  Kingston,  he  declared,  that  he  had  tra> 
veiled  through  Europe,  had  lived  in  England,  Ireland,  and 
Scotland — ihat  he  had  been  in  Erance  and  Holland — at  Ham- 
burgh, and  other  places  famous  for  such  exhibitions,  but  that 
he  had  never  met  with  any  thing  of  the  kind  that  equalled  the 
one  before  him. 

August  13/^.— -When  the  gaoler  went  into  the  gaol.  Smith 
jaid  to  him,  "  That  he  had  been  fishing,  and  had  caught  a 
large  fish,  and  wished  him  to  cook  it  for  him."-— On  looking, 
the  gaoler  saw  the  chain,  that  had  been  missing,  then  lying  on 
the  floor. 


,-jc 


lU 


After  this.  Smith  began  a  new  scene  of  mystery,  and  cooi- 
menced  fortune-teliiug,  in  which,  if  he  did  not  possess  the 
power  of  divination,  he  was  at  least  wonderfully  successful. 
He  told  his  fortune  in  his  tea-cup:  after  looking  in  it  some 
time,  he  took  the  cup,  and  kissed  it,  and  told  the  gaoler  that 
he  was  going  away  from  this  place ;  that  he  was  going  over  the 
water,  and  wanted  a  box  to  put  his  "  family"  in  ;  that  he  saw 
there  were  three  papers  written,  and  sent,  about  him  ;  and  thai 
one  was  a  large  letter,  which  he  did  not  understand. 


In  the  evening,  I  went  in  to  see  him  and,  as  my  curiosity  was 
greatly  excited,  to  know  the  origin  of  so  extraordinary  a  charac- 
ter, and  the  previous  events  of  his  life,  I  hoped  to  draw  some 
information  from  him,  but  he  would  not  answer  any  qiKStions, 
and  took  no  notice  of  them  ;  but,  when  the  spirit  moved  him, 
be  would  talk,  lie  suid,  that  he  vva*  going  away  from  home; 
that  he  was  going  among  his  enemies;  that  every  body  would 
be  afraid  of  him,  and  look  upon  him  with  distrust  and  horror; 
that  he  was  disturbed  in  his  sleep  ;  that  once,  in  eight  or  ten 
nights,  he  was  troubled  with  all  sorts  of  creatures  coming 
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about  him ;  great  hogs,  with  cloven  feet ;  all  kinds  of  cattle^ 
and  creeping  things  ;  snakes  and  adders,  frogs  and  toads,  and 
every  ugly  thing ;  that  he  would  start  up  from  his  sleep,  and 
walk  about  the  prison ;  then  lie  down,  get  asleep,  and  they 
would  come  about  him  again ;  he  would  get  up  again,  and  sit 
and  talk  to  his  "  children,''  and  sometimes  take  his  fiddle  and 
play  to  amuse  himself,  and  drive  away  these  dreary  hours.  He 
said,  these  snakesand  adders  he  could  "read"  very  well ;  he  knew 
what  they  all  meant,  and  most  of  the  rest  of  them ;  but  these 
frogs  and  toads,  coming  together,  he  could  not  understand ; 
but  he  knew  he  was  going  tu  leave  this  place,  and  go  on  the 
water ;  that  he  could  see  as  clearly  as  he  could  see  me  stand- 
ing by  him,  that  he  should  tind  enemies,  and  every  body, 
would  be  afraid  of  him,  but  he  should  hurt  nobody;  he  should 
find  trouble,  have  irons  upon  him,  but  they  should  come  off 
again;  that  the  crickets  came,  and  would  get  upon  his  "  children" 
and  sing  amongst  them  ;  that  he  liked  to  hear  them;  tl^at  his 
mother  always  told  him  that  he  must  not  hurt  them,  Sec;  and, 
going  on  in  this  way,  by  a  natural  association  of  ideas,  seemed 
to  betray  the  nature  of  his  early  education. 


;;»   ■!•!,-; nil 


His  mother  (he  said)  always  gave  him  good  advice,  but  ne 
had  not  always  followed  it-»he  had  been  a  bad  fellow—done 
that  which  he  ought  not  to  have  done,  and  he  hud  suffered  for 
it;  had  been  struck,  and  had  the  marks,  but  he  forgave  all  his 
enemies;  the  Lord  says,  if  you  would  ask  forgiveness  of  him, 
forgive  thy  brother  also — we  cannot  expect  forgiveness,  except 
we  repent,  and  forgive  others.  The  word  of  God  is  plain : 
**  Except  ye  forgive  thy  brother  his  trespasses,  neither  will  your 
Heavenly  Father  forgive  you  when  you  ask  of  him."  The  scrip- 
ture says,  "  Repent  and  pray,  lest  ye  enter  into  temptation.'* 
I  work  and  pray,  with  my  "  family"  contiiuially— and,  except 
you  repent,  you  will  also  perish  in  your  sins ;  you  are  a  sinner,  as 
well  as  I  am  ;  all  men  are  sinners  before  God ;  consider,  you 
have  work  to  do,  as  well  as  I ;  you  have  a  soul  to  save,  as 
well  as  the  poor  prisoner— watch,  therefore,  and  pray ;  I  watch 
here,  and  ptay,  night  and  day,  but  I  shall  not  stay  long.— He 
intended  to  go  to  sea,  as  supercargo  of  some  vessel,  or  he  could 
get  a  living  with  his  "  family"  as  a  show,  in  any  country  bu 
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England,  and  he  liad  never  seen  such  a  show  in  England,  or 
any  where  else— that  he  dreamed  of  the  whole  of  them  at 
once,  and  tliat  ho  must  go  to  work,  and  make  them,  and  it 
would  be  belter  for  him  ;  if  he  did  not,  it  would  be  bad  with 
him  ;  that  he  had  worked  evtr  .siiu<e,  and  had  almost  finished 
them,  but  there  was  a  shoe-maker  and  a  tail  r  which  had  not 
come,  for  want  of  room;  that  he  would  make  room,  if  he  did 
not  go  away.  He  said,  he  had  been  here  until  he  was  contented 
to  stay  here  ;  and  conlenlment  was  the  brightest  jewel  in  this 
life.  He  never  enjoyed  himself  better  than  he  did  at  present, 
with  his  "  family,"  and  he  did  not  care  for  himself,  so  ih;it  his 
"  family"  looked  well.  He  would  be  willing  to  die,  and  shuuM 
like  to  die  now,  rather  than  go  among  his  enemies ;  but.  he 
had  one  friend,  he  believed  ;  it  was  Old  Willy ;  he  was  in  Eng- 
land, and  was  always  his  friend,  and  he  would  go  uud  see 
him :  that  he  had  one  sister  in  England,  whom  he  wanted  to 
see— she  played  well  on  the  piano-forte  ;  he  could  play  on  i^ 
well  himself;  that  she  married  a  lieutenant  in  the  army,  but 
he  was  a  captain  now ;  if  he  could,  he  would  go  to  see  her  in 
England,  where  he  had  friends;  that  he  had  an  uncle  in  Liver- 
pool, a  merchant ;  and  looking  earnestly  at  me,  said,  **  My 
name  is  not  Smith ;  my  name  is  Henry  Moon ;  my  fa- 
ther's name  (I  think  he  said)  is  Edward  Moon;  I  was 
educated  at  Cambridge  College^  in  England,  and  under- 
stand English,  French,  and  Latin,  well,  and  can  speak 
and  write  tive  different  languages ;"  that  he  could  write  any 
hand,  as  handsome  or  as  bad  as  I  ever  saw— but  he  had  been 
a  bad  man,  and  had  suffered  for  it,  and  hoped  to  do  better. 
He  said,  he  had  five  hundred  pounds  in  the  Bank  of  England, 
which  was  in  the  care  of  Mr.  Turner,  and  wished  very  much 
to  have  his  wife  get  it,  as  he  did  not  know  where  he  should  go, 
but  knew  he  must  meet  widi  trouble ;  he  did  not  fear  what 
man  could  do  to  him,  for  he  could  but  kill  him,  and  he  should 
like  to  die  now.     Al  ter  hearing  this  talk  a  long  time,  1  left  him. 
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Aug,]4th.'—'\n  the  mo  ning,  he  looked  in  his  cup  again,  and 
told  the  gaoler  that  those  papers  were  coming,  and  would  be 
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here  to-day.  About  four  o'cIock|  I  received  a  package  from 
Mr.  Chipman,  containing  his  pardon,  and  two  other  letters, 
just  as  he  had  predicted.  At  evening,  1  went  to  see  hnn ;  found 
him  in  iiis  bed.  He  got  up,  but  said  he  could  not  eat ;  asked 
for  new  potatoes,  and  said,  to  the  gaoler's  wife,  "  You  bad  new 
potatoes  yesterday  for  dinner."  Mrs.Reid  asked,  how  he  should 
know  it,  as  they  were  the  first  she  had  had.  He  did  not  ap- 
pear to  be  in  his  usual  humour.  I  then  hitended  to  commu- 
nicate to  him  the  news  of  his  pardon,  and  to  impress  upon 
him,  if  possible,  some  sense  of  his  situation ;  and  told  the 
gaoler,  and  all  present,  to  leave  the  room,  and  shut  the  door. 

He  had  never  entirely  recovered  from  his  pretended  insanity, 
nor  did  he,  until  after  discharged  from  my  custody,  for  similar 
reasons,  undoubtedly,  to  those  which  first  produced  it ;  but  I 
was  in  hopes  to  make  some  impression  on  him,  by  promising 
assistance  to  get  him  out  of  the  province,  and  showing  that 
compassion  which  humanity  seemed  to  demand— and,  for  that 
purpose,  I  informed  him,  that  I  had  received  his  pardon ;  that 
Mr.  Knox  had  been  down  to  see  him,  and  had  forgiven 
him  all  the  injuries  he  had  done  him ;  that  his  attorney  had 
been  his  friend,  and  by  petitioning  the  President  and  Court, 
stating  that  he  was  a  young  man,  and  this  was  the  first  uistance 
of  horse-stealing  that  had  been  before  the  Court,  in  this  pro- 
vince, and  praying  that  mercy  might  be  extended  to  save  his 
life,  the  President  and  Council  had  been  graciously  pleased  to 
extend  their  mercy  to  him,  and  had  respited  the  sentence  pro- 
nounced on  him-— and  that  I  was  now  ready  to  reilcase  him,  on 
his  entering  into  recognizance  to  appear  in  the  Supreme  Court 
to  plead  his  pardon,  when  called  upon,  reminding  him,  at  the 
same  time,  that  he  was  not  pardoned  for  any  other  crimes  he 
might  have  heretofore  committed.  The  only  notice  he  took 
of  what  I  said,  was,  "  I  wish  you  would  bring  me  some  pota- 
toes, when  you  come  again.''  >  •  .>.v 

I  proceeded  to  say,  that  as  soon  as  he  was  ready,  and  would 
let  me  know  where  he  wished  to  go,  I  would  get  him  a  pas- 
sage, and  help  him  away-— that  I  would  get  hiiu  some  cloth- 
ing, and  give  him  time  to  put  liis  "  family"  in  good  order,  anU;'^ 


A  NARRATIVE,  &.c. 


59 


give  him  a  box  to  put  them  up  in,  as  they  might  be  the  means 
of  gettmg  bill)  a  living  any  where,  until  he  could  tiud  better 
eaiployment,  without  being  driven  to  the  necessity  of  stealing. 

He  said  to  me,  "  Have  not  you  got  boys  and  girls,  that 
want  to  see  my  family  dance  ?  Bring  all  your  faiuily  to  see 
them ;  1  will  show  them  as  much  as  they  please  for  nothing, 
but  others  shall  pay  me,  i  am  determined"— without  the  least 
notice  of,  or  appearing  to  understand  what  I  had  said,  keep- 
ing up  the  same  imposing  manner  with  which  he  had  carrried 
on  every  thing  else.  • 

I  staid  in  gaol,  alone  with  him,  near  an  hour  afterwards, 
without  saying  any  more  on  the  subject;  during  which  time 
he  proceeded  to  talk  much  in  the  same  way  he  did  the  evening 
before— v'und  said,  we  must  watch  and  pray,  lest  we  enter  into 
temptation ;  he  prayed  with  his  ^'family ;"  they  could  not  pray 
for  themselves—that  we  must  be  spiritually  minded— -that  to 
be  spiritually  minded  was  life,  but  to  be  carnally  minded  was 
death ;  those  who  are  spiritually,  are  in  God— those  who  are 
carnal,  are  in  the  world  ;— that  God  was  spirit,  but  took  hu- 
man nature  upon  him,  and  came  down  from  heaven,  and  dwelt 
amongst  us  in  the  Hesh,  that  we  might  become  the  children  of 
the  spirit ;— and  began  to  repeat  large  portions  of  the  New 
Testament,  in  different  parts,  nearly  whole  chapters,  when 
he  observed,  "  You  see  I  read  the  Bible  without  any  book,  as 
well  as  others  can  with.  I  can  read  to  you  almost  all  or  any 
chapter  in  the  Bible  you  will  name,  in  the  Old  or  New  Testa- 
ment, it  makes  not  much  difference,  in  the  dark  as  well  as  in 
the  light.  My  wife  is  a  good  little  woman  ;  aliti  would  read  in 
the  Bible  on  Sundays,  and  say  to  me, "  Henry,  come,  sit  down, 
and  hear  me  read  in  the  Bible," — but  1  would  laugh  at  her, 
and  tell  her,  I  could  read  better  without  the  book,  than  she 
could  with,  and  would  go  out,  and  look  to  my  horse,  or  do 
any  thing,  on  Sundays— 1  have  been  a  bad  fellow.  When  I  was 
in  England,  1  gave  my  attention  to  reading  the  Bible,  and  was 
a  great  Muihodist;  went  to  all  their  meetings,  and  could  pray 
and  exhort  amongst  them ;  and  finally  took  up  preaching.     I 

i2 
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have  preached  in  Brighton,  Nurthainpton,  Southampton,  and 
London ;  and  great  numbers  came  to  hear  me.  I  was  some* 
times  astonished  to  see  how  many  followed,  to  hear  me  preach 
—but  I  did  not  follow  that  Ions;;  only  about  fifteen  mouths, 
when  I  gave  it  up.  The  reason  was,  I  jjot  amongst  evil 
women,  and  suffered  by  it ;  and  after  that  it  would  not  do  for 
me  to  preach  among  the  good  Methodists  any  longer,  and  I 
was  obliged  to  come  awny— and  that  was  the  reason  1  left 
England.  I  wai  a  bad  young  man— •!  am  young  ;  now  only 
twenty-three,  not  twenty-four  years  old  yet.  I  did  not  know 
but  I  would  preach  again ;  but  I  am  now  contented  where  I 
am,  and  do  not  wish  to  go  into  the  world  any  more."  He 
never  intended  to  leave  this  place ;  he  was  better  off  here  than 
any  where  else ;  he  would  stay  here  until  he  died,  and  should 
like  to  die.  When  he  was  a  preacher,  he  was  spiritually 
minded,  and  all  was  peace,  was  heaven,  to  him ;  but,  ever 
since  he  had  been  in  the  world,  all  was  trouble  and  misery ; 
and  he  never  wished  to  go  into  the  world  again. 


;  f  ■» 


August  loth. — At  noon,  went  to  the  gaol;  gave  him  a  good 
dinner,  and  read  his  pardon  to  him.  When  1  took  it  out  of 
my  pocket,  he  cried  out,  "  That  looks  like  the  paper  I 
dreamed  of  about  a  month  ago !  I  saw  that  paper,  with  two 
angels  and  a  ship  on  it,  and  something  that  looked  like  snakes. 
•^I  wish  you  would  give  it  me;  I  knew  it  was  a  coming.'' 
Wlien  reading  it,  he  paid  no  attention  to  the  nature  of  it,  but 
asked  questions  as  foreign  to  the  subject  as  possible.  I  told 
him,  as  soon  as  I  could  get  him  some  clothes,  I  would  give 
hioi  the  paper,  in  order  to  take  it  with  him,  and  that  I  would 
help  him  away  with  his  show,  that  he  might  not  be  driven  to 
the  necessity  of  stealing.  ;,       • ' ;  •  • '    :        :'     '  . . 


August  16M.— At  evening,  went,  with  a  tailor,  to  take  measure 
of  him  for  a  coat.  When  he  saw  the  tailor,  with  his  measure, 
he  said,  "  I  wish  you  would  give  nie  tliat  ribbon  in  your  hand !" 
— "  It  is  no  ribbon,"  said  the  tailor,  "  but  a  measure,  to 
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mensure  you  for  a  coat;  come,  stand  up"—"  What  I"  said  lie, 
"  do  you  think  you  are  tailor  enough  to  make  me  a  coat  ?"— 
"  Yes." — "  But  you  don't  look  like  it— let  me  look  at  your 
hands  and  fingers  ;"  which  be  did—"  You  are  no  tailor,"  said 
he,  "  you  look  more  like  a  blacksn)ith ;  you  shall  never 
maku  a  coat  forme;  I  cau  make  it  better  myself;"— und 
would  not  be  measured. 

August  17/^.— We  found  he  had  improved  his  Scotch  sentry,  t 
by  giving  him  a  carved  wooden  head,  very  complete,  with  the 
national  features  of  an  old  Highlander.  This  was  the  first  of 
this  carved  work.  At  evening,  he  had  also  much  improved 
his  fighters.  Buonaparte,  by  some  unlucky  stroke,  had  killed 
the  Irishman,  taken  off  his  head,  and  hung  it  up  at  his  right 
hand ;  a  brawny  old  Scotsman  had  taken  his  place,  and  gave 
Boney  ahard  time,  knocking  him  down  as  fast  as  he  could,  get 
up.  I  told  him,  he  must  get  his  "  family"  ready  to  move, 
and  left  him. 


» 


August  18^^.- Atnoon,  went  to  see  him.  He  was  fiddling 
remarkably  well,  and  singing  merrily ;  but,  when  I  went  in,  he 
was  busily  at  work,  carving  a  head,  which,  he  said,  was  to 
take  Buonaparte's  place,  as  the  old  Scotsman  would  over- 
power him  soon.  He  said,  carving  was  a  trade  in  England; 
thaf.  he  did  not  think  he  could  do  so  well  at  it  till  he  tried,  and 
rc>aarked,  that  a  man  did  not  know  what  he  could  do,  until 
he  set  himself  about  it ;  that  he  never  undertook  any  thing  but 
he  accomplished  it,  except  that  he  was  stopped  in  this  place ; 
and  he  had  been  so  long  here,  he  had  rather  stay  here  than  any 
where,  and  never  enjoyed  himself  better.  He  wished  I  would 
give  him  a  candle  to  work  by,  and  he  would  make  himself  a 
waistcoat ;— said,  I  need  not  be  afraid  he  should  do  any  harm 
with  it ;  he  would  set  it  in  the  middle  of  the  floor,  and  take 
care  that  his  straw  and  chips  did  not  get  fire,  and  burn  up  his 
'*  family,"  which  he  could  not  do  without,  as  he  could  not  labour 
for  a  living.  "Beside,"  said  he, "  if  I  was  disposed,  I  could  bum 
up  the  house  without  a  candle,  for  I  can  make  fire  in  one  hour, 
at  any  time.    When  I  was  a  boy,"  said  he,   '*  every  body 
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took  notice  of  me,  and  1  had  a  licence  fur  shooting,  uU-a  I 
was  fifteen.  One  day,  I  was  out  shuoting,  and  killed  u  rabbit 
upon  a  furniei'8  land  where  1  had  no  right.  The  old  fellow 
came  after  ine,  and  I  told  him,  if  he  came  near  me,  i  would 
knock  him  down ;  but  he  caught  me,  and  tied  me  (ant  to  a 
large  etack  of  faggots,  and  went  off;  whilst  he  was  gone,  1 
made  a  lire,  and  burnt  up  the  whole,  and  went  off;  but  ibc 
old  farmer  never  knew  how  his  faggots  took  Hre.— Vou  dnn't 
use  faggots  in  this  country,"  said  he ;  "  they  are  little  sticks, 
tied  up  and  sold  in  bunches,  to  boil  tea-kettles  with."  It  1 
would  give  him  a  candle,  he  would  iiud  tire  to  light  it  *. 


•  If  we  are  to  give  credit  to  what  is  here  stated,  (and  it  is  almost  diilirult 
to  siiy  which  part  of  our  author's  narrative  forms  the  severest  trial  of  our 
credulity,)  we  must  suppose,  that  friction  is  the  mode  i-esorted  to,  by  the 
adept  in  question,  in  order  to  produce  fire.  If  any  skill  or  perseverance 
can  accomplish  what  is  here  represented,  is  woU  worth  tlic  learning,  as 
vlU  strongly  appear  by  the  following  lively  relatipn,  by  an  American 
colonist : — 

"  About  seventeen  years  ngo,I  was  returning  from  NewYork  to  Canada, 
where  I  then  iivetl,  by  the  way  of  Lake  Ontario ;  but  on  reaching  the  lake, 
I  found  that  all  the  vessels  were  laid  up  for  the  season.  My  only  altema- 
tire  was,  either  to  return,  or  take  the  route  through  what  was  then  called 
the  Tonewanta  swamp.  This  was  a  fbrest  of  one  hundred  miles,  with  only 
a  single  habitation,  a  hut,  about  twenty  miles  from  the  river  Genesee. 
There  was  then  a  sort  of  Indian  roud  through  the  swamp,  which,  in  sum- 
mer, a  man  might  explore  on  horseback,  but  which,  when  covered  with 
Bnow«  none  but  an  Indian,  or  a  backwoodsman,  could  find  out.  My  corn, 
yanion  (for  I  had  a  friend  with  me)  and  myself,  pursuing  this  route,  arrived 
in  the  evenuig  at  a  small  village  on  the  bank  of  the  Genesee,  a  little  be- 
yond which  tlie  Tonewanta  commenced.  Here  we  made  our  arrangements. 
We  hired  a  horse  to  corry  our  saddle-bags,  and  which  we  were  to  take  turns 
to  ride.  But  the  horse  requiring  to  be  shod,  which  would  require  some 
time,  I  was  to  go  on,  early  in  the  morning,  on  foot,  above  fifteen  ^niles,  to 
the  hut  which  I  mentioned,  and  there  wait  for  my  fri(;u4,  who  was  to  bring 
the  horse  and  our  baggage. 

"  Accordingly,  early  in  the  morning,  I  set  out,  jn  company  with  a  little 
Dutchman,  son  to  the  owner  of  the  habitation  in  the  forest.  It  was  a 
bitter  cold  day,  the  fifteenth  of  December,  and  the  snow  lay  on  the  ground 
about  six  inches  deep ;  yet  we  went  on  briskly  fer  some  time,  guided  by 
the  marks  of  the  trees,  till  we  bad  walked  abput  fiftpen  piiles,  wheii.  soane 
how  or  other,  we  deviated  inte  an  Indian  track,  ivhich  we  followed  for  a 
considerable  distance.  But  every  now  and  th^n  a  track  diverged  from  the 
principal  path,  in  different  directions,  until  at  last  only  a  single  solitai^ 
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I  am  aware  that  I  shall  incur  the  iniputatiun  of  weakness, 
for  narrating  many  purts  of  these  memoirs ;  but,  as  every  part 


I'oatstep  remained.  It  was  then  we  (Uncovered  that  we  had  loxt  our  way, 
and  attempted  to  tind  it  nguin,  by  striking  acrusH,  in  what  wc  suppoticd  the 
direct  line,  instead  of  returning  l)y  the  puth  we  cumc.  Here  wc  niude 
another  blunder,  and  took  u  southerly,  wlien,  an  it  afterwards  appeared, 
we  ought  to  have  taken  a  northerly  direction.  In  this  perplexity  We  wan- 
dered about,  in  ihe  depths  of  the  forest,  without  compass,  food,  land-mark, 
and  utmost  without  hope,  imti^near  sun-set.  Sometimes  wc  fancied  we 
heard  the  barking  of  a  ft-iendly  dog ;  sometimes  the  long  echoes  of  the 
ibwler'H  gun ;  and  once  we  thought  we  hit  upon  a  path  that  would  lead  us 
either  to  the  village,  or  the  hut  in  the  forest ;  but  the  barking  was  that  of 
a  wolf,  and  the  path  turned  out  to  be  a  track  of  our  own,  to  which,  in  our 
wanderings,  we  had  returned  again. 

*'  It  was  now  almost  sun-6et,and  high  time  to  set  about  preparing  to  wea« 

ther  out  the  night  that  was  before  us.    On  looking  about  for  this  purpose, 

we  came  to  a  spot  where  a  large  fir-tree  loy,  blown  up  by  the  roots,  to 

which  a  quantity  of  earth  adhered.    This  we  found  would  prove  no  bad 

protection  in  that  quarter.    The  snow  had  drifted  against  the  windward 

side  of  the  trunk  of  the  fir-tree,  and,  as  is  usual,  left  a  vacant  space  to  the 

leeward.    Here  we  formed  a  bed  of  the  branches  of  the  tree,  piled  one 

on  the  other.    By  the  time  we  had  finished  our  work,  it  was  growing 

dark,  and  so  intensely  cold,  that  I  was  certain  if  we  went  to  sleep  without 

first  lighting  a  fire,  we  should  never  wake  again.    But  how  to  procure  fire 

was  the  next  question,  for  neither  of  us  possessed  the  usual  implements. 

I  had,  however,  a  large  jack-knife  and  a  flint,  but  no  tinder ;  our  box  being 

left  in  the  saddle-bngs.    We  had  almost  made  up  our  minds  to  lie  down 

and  die,  when  a  thought  struck  me,  and  revived  my  hopes  a  little.    The 

night  before,  I  had  accidentally  wetted  my  handkerchief,  which  I  had 

hung  up  in  the  chimney-comer.    As  it  became  dry,  it  caught  fire,  and  to 

extinguish  it  I  rolled  it  up  very  tight,  and  put  it  into  my  pocket,  where  it 

had  remained  untouched.   To  this  I  looked  as  a  last  resource,  and  carefully 

opening  it,  found  that  the  edge  which  had  been  burned  retained  a  small 

quantity  of  tinder,  but  so  small,  as  to  make  it  very  doubtful  whether  it 

would  answer  my  purpose.   In  order  to  ba  prepared  in  the  event  of  getting 

fire,  we  first  cleared  a  pLice,  and  then  gathered  a  large  quantity  of  dry 

leaves  from  under  the  snow.     On  these  we  laid  dry  sticks  and  brush,  till 

the  pile  was  as  high  as  my  head.    Then  came  on  the  trial  for  life  and 

death.    Carefully  rolling  uj)  the  handkerchief,  so  that  all  the  burnt  edges 

were  brought  together,  I  essayed  to  communicate  fire  to  the  mass.    Tliis 

was  the  most  arduous,  the  most  anxious  moment  I  ever  knew.    Evei'y 

spark  that  was  struck  out  in  vain,  seemed  to  be  the  last  siiark  of  life,  and 

as  they  died  away,  my  heart  died  with  them.    The  little  Dutclnnan 

watched  my  fruitless  attempts  with  breathless  anxiety,  ibr  more  than  half 

hour.    Three  times  the  tinder  took,  and  as  often  went  out  again, 
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either  from  dampness,  or  from  eagerness  to  blow  it  into  a  flame. 
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of  his  conduct  appeared  to  me  equally  astonisliing,  I  shall  re 
late  the  simple  facts,  as  ihey  occurred,  with  the  fullest  c«)u- 
sciousness  that  1  am  neither  obstinately  blind,  nor  wilfully 
deceived. 

He  said,  he  had  told  his  fortune  in  his  tea-cup,  and  it  came 
always  alike.     He  could  toll  a  great  deal  by  dreams;  the  Devil 


time  it  expired,  the  dai'kness  of  deatli  seemed  to  cor..e  ov^er  us,  and  1  was 
often  tempted  to  resign  myself  to  my  fate  .witliout  f  irthcr  struggle. 

•'  But  where  there  is  only  one  chance  for  life,  a  man  will  not  easily  give 
up  that.  I  tried  again  and  again,  till  at  last  the  handkerchief  was  in  a 
blaze,  and  in  the  next  moment  our  j)iie  was  lighted.  Those  who  have  felt 
the  most  horrible  of  all  anticipations,  that  of  freezing  to  death,  can  enter 
into  my  feelings,  when  I  saw  the  forest  redden  all  around  us,  and  looked 
forward  to  the  ])leasiug  certainty  of  yet  living,  to  tell  tlie  story  of  our 
escape  to  my  wife  and  children,  at  my  own  tire-side.  AVith  much  labour, 
■we  gathered  a  quantity  of  wood  suHlcient  to  last  through  the  night.  1 
was  awai'e,  however,  that  if  we  both  fell  asleep,  in  our  fatigued  and  per- 
spiring state,  our  fire  would  go  out,  and  we  should  be  frozen  before  morn- 
ing ;  and  cccordingly  told  my  little  Dutchman,  that  we  would  take  tunis, 
and  sleep  an  hour  at  a  time  alternately ;  that  I  would  take  the  lirst  nap, 
during  which,  as  he  valued  his  life,  he  was  to  watch  the  tire,  and  to  see 
that  it  did  not  get  too  low.  He  gave  me  his  promise,  and,  in  three  minutes, 
I  was  fast  asleep.  How  long  I  slept  I  know  not,  but  when  I  revived  to 
my  sensation,  I  was  entirely  without  the  use  of  my  limbs.  The  little 
Dutchman  was  stiff  asleep  at  my  side,  the  fire  was  just  out,  and  I  could 
not  raise  myself,  or  move  hand  or  foot.  A  dreadful  apjuehension  came 
across  me,  and  the  sudden  impulse  ^¥hich  it  gave  the  pulsation  of  my  heart, 
I  believe,  aaveil  my  life.  By  degrees  I  could  move  my  hands,  then  my 
feet,  and  at  last  managed  to  crawl  to  the  fire,  which  I  raked  together  and 
replenished.    I  then  set  ab(»ut  reviving  my  companion. 

"  The  poor  little  fellow  was  more  than  half  way  to  the  otlier  world ;  and, 
had  1  slept  half  an  hour  longer,  neither  of  us  would  have  opened  our  eyes 
again.  With  a  great  deal  of  difficulty,  I  brought  his  blood  to  circulate 
briskly,  and  just  then  the  sun  rose.  That  benevolent  friend  to  the  lost 
traveller  now  oflfertd  himself  as  our  guide,  and  enabled  us  to  shape  our 
course  to  the  Genesee,  whose  bank  we  reached  within  half  a  mile  of  the  vil- 
lage we  had  left  twenty -eight  hours  before.  The  people  had  given  us  up 
for  lost.  My  friend  had  gone  on  to  the  hut  in  the  forest,  but  finding  we 
had  not  been  there,  he  returned  and  alarmed  the  village.  The  villagers, 
as  is  the  custom,  \yent  out  in  different  directions,  hallooing,  blowing  horns 
and  firing  guns,  but  no  body  believed  we  hat!  survived  the  bitterness  of 
the  night,  wkich  wan  one  of  the  coldest  they  had  ever  known,  and  our 
return  was  hailed  as  little  less  than  a  resun-ection  from  the  dead."— ('A'ac 
the  Quarterly  Cobnnul  Journal. }    ,  Editor.     '> 
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helped  fortune  telling,  but  dreams  were  the  inspiration  of  God' 
When  the  hogs  came  to  see  him,  he  could  tell  a  great  deal  by 
them.  He  could  tell  me  any  thing  that  h:id  happened  within 
a  year  past,  or  that  would  happen  in  a  year  to  come.  My 
neighbour,  he  said,  had  a  black  sow,  that  had  pigs,  some  all 
black,  and  some  all  wMte,  and  one  with  red  spots  before  and 
behind,  and  by  them  he  learnt  a  great  deal.  I  knew  that  Mr. 
Perkins  had  a  black  sow,  with  young  pigs ;  and,  when  I  went 
away,  I  had  the  curiosity  to  look  at  them,  but  they  did  not 
answer  his  description,  and  I  thought  no  more  about  it. 

August  1 9^A.— At  evening,  many  people  came  to  see  him,  and 
his  performance,  and  when  they  had  gone  out,  he  said  to  me, 
that  he  had  carved  a  new  figure  of  Buonaparte ;  that  the  first 
he  made  was  after  his  own  image,  for  he  was  a  man  after  his 
own  heart,  but  he  had  fallen.— -God  made  man  out  of  the  dust 
of  the  earth ;  but  he  made  men  out  of  the  wood  of  the  earth. 

As  I  was  going  out,  he  said  to  me,  (without  a  word  having 
passed  relative  to  my  examining  the  pigs,)  "  The  pigs  I  told  you 
of  are  not  those  young  pigs ;  they  are  some  months  old.'*  I 
made  no  reply ;  knowing  that  Mr.  Scovil  had  a  sow  and  pigs 
that  answered  his  description  in  ever^f  particular. 

Sunday f  Aug.  20M.— The  gaoler  carried  him  his  breakfast 
with  tea.  He  told  the  gaoler,  he  could  tell  him  any  thing 
past  or  to  come;  and, being  asked  to  tell  any  circumstance  that 
had  happened,  he  said,  "  Some  time  since,  you  rode  a  gieat 
way  on  my  account,  and  carried  letters  and  papers  about  me, 
and  about  others  too.  Again,  you  went  after  a  man,  and  you  had 
to  go  on  the  water  before  you  found  him,  and  I  am  not  sure  but 
you  found  him  on  the  water.  While  yo\x  was  after  him,  you  saw  a 
man  at  work  in  the  mud,  and  enquired  of  him  for  the  man  you 
wanted  ;  he  told  you  what  you  asked  of  him ;  you  was  dry, 
and  asked  him  if  there  was  any  water  near,  that  you  could 
drink ;  he  told  you  there  was  a  place  where  he  had  drank,  and 
you  went  to  it,  but  found  the  water  so  bad  you  could  not 
drink  it.  You  then  went  after  the  man  you  was  in  pursuit  of, 
found  hio),  and  brought  him  with  you,  and  kept  him  in  gaol 
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two  Of  \\me  days,Avheii  his  friends  came  and  too^  biqi  o^t.''>--• 
The  gaoler  \vas  astonished,  knowing  the  facts  to  be  true,  in 
every  particular,  qnd  had  no  recoUec^on  of  ever  mentioning 
tjtie  circunistu.^ces  to  any  living  being.  Perhaps  all  this  w^? 
jbut  the  iniagei  y  of  his  fancy  ;  hut  hovy  could  his  fancy  p^ctur^ 
put  a  tale  so  true  P  He  often  predicted  th|ngs  beyond  t^f 
power  of  human  foresight,  which,  repeated  here,  would  seen^ 
fibsurt),  but  to  ipy  positive  knowledge  proved  correct.  Thp 
fnyslery  js,  \ioyy  he  could  know  them ;  that  he  predicted  \hev^ 
is  undeniable. 


\ 


He  had  now  been  in  my  custody  more  thsm  a  year,  and  al« 
most  every  d^y  had  produced  some  new  feature  of  his  charac- 
ter, or  effort  of  his  genius.  I  had  had  much  trouble  with  hi,m ; 
yet  I  had  compassion  for  him,  and  could  not. turn  hini  out  of 
gaol,  nake^d  and  destitute,  without  friends,  the  terror  of  thp 
neighbourhood,  and  in  sucli  a  situation  that  he  i^iust  either 
starve  or  steal — thus  rendering  his  pardon,  instead  of  an  act  of 
^lercy,  a  curse  to  himself  and  the  community.  Every  one 
knew  he  was  indicted  in  York  county,  and  no  one  could  as- 
sist him  to  escape.  Hinder  these  circumstances,  having  him 
}»  my  charge,  humanity  dictated  that  I  should  try  to  get  him 
out  of  the  province.  I  represented  all  these  things  to  him, 
and  told  him  I  would  furnish  him  with  decent  clothing,  and  get 
him  a  passage,  either  to  Nova  Scotia  or  the  United  States ;  gave 
bim  a  box  to  put  his  "  family"  in,  and  told  him  he  must  be  ready 
to  set  off  on  Tuesday.  He  took  no  notice  of  what  I  said,  but 
asked  some  frivolous  questions ;  talked  about  Mohawks  and 
snakes,  and  played  the  fool ;  till  I  found  I  should  have  a&  much 
double  to  get  rid  of  him,  as  1  bad  to  keep  him  bjcfore  his  trial. 

On  the  S6lh  of  August,  Judge  Pickett  and  Judge  Micheau 
attended  at  the  Court- House,  in  order  to  take  the  recognizance 
required,  (his  own  security  in  fifty  pounds,)  to  plead  his  pardon 
when  called  for.  After  liberating  bim  fron^  his  chains,  and 
supplying  him  with  decent  clothing,  it  was  with  di^cuity  I 
prevailed  on  him  to  leave  the  gaol.  He  took  one  of  his  "  chilr 
dren"  in  one  hatid,  and  a  pair  of  scissars  iji  the  other,  and  wejajt 
out;  after  much  exertion,  I  got  him  up  to  th,e  Jury-rpp/Vf* 
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^Tiere  Jirdge  Mich^ali  r^ad  his  pardon  to  liim,  and  explained 
the  irirciithstdnces  which  produced  it ;  to  which  he  paid  not 
the  Smallest  atterition,  but  looked  about,  and  talked  of  some- 
thing else.     Judge  Pickett  then  required  his  recognizance, 
aftid  informed  him,  that  unless  he  immediately  left  the  province, 
H6  Wbuld  be  taken,  and  tried  on  two  indictments,  pending 
a'^inst  him  in  the  county  of  York.     He  took  no  notice  of 
\irhat  he  said ;  talked  and  danced  ;  told  the  Judge,  "  he  looked 
like  A  tdil6r,"and  asked  him, "  to  give  him  his  shoe  strings."  His 
pardon  lyirtg  on  the  table,  he  caught  hold  of  it,  and,  before  it 
could  be  taken  from  him,  clipped  off  the  seal  with  his  scissars; 
—he  "  Walnted  tlie  ship  on  it,  to  carry  him  away,  with  his 
f^iMly  ;'*  tore  off  the  cape  of  his  coat,  and  cut  it  in  pieces, 
as  he  did  al36  hh  shoes.     Finding  we  could  do  nothing  with 
him,  I  returned  him  again  to  prison,  where,  he  said,  for  using 
h?m  so  kihdfy,  for  one  shilling,  he  would  show  us  his  whole 
pierfoi'mariVce.    Judge  Micheau  handed  him  half  a  dollar  piece, 
and  said, "  Give  me  a  quarter  dollar  in  change,  and  you  will  have 
more  than  a  shillhig  left."     He  took  it,  said  it  was  a  nice  piece 
c^f  tiibney,  and  put  it  in  hi^  pocket ;  but  the  Juage  could  by 
no  mean^  make  him  understand  the  meaning  of"  change."     He 
then   performed  his  exhibition.     When  we  were  going,  he 
seehied  out  of  humour,  and  told  Judge  Pickett  he  had  thrown 
stones  at  hi  in,  and  he  would  burn  his  house :  and  threatened 
that  this  place  should  be  in  flames  before  morning:/— he  "  could 
ihak6  fire  in  half  an  hour,  and  wanted  a  light,  and  would  havf 
ohe." 
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August  ^9th,  early  in  the  morning,  I  went  to  the  gaol  to 
prepare  for  his  removal,  but,  to  my  great  vexation  and  sur- 
prise, found  it  actually  on  fire.  1  opened  »•  door  imme- 
diately, and,  with  a  bucket  of  water,  extii.^uishcd  it.  Found 
him  smoking  his  pipe,  as  unconcerned  as  ever.  He  had 
broken  up  some  wood-work,  and  with  that,  and  the  chips  of 
his  carved  work,  he  had  kindled  a  lire.  He  said  fire  uas  very 
comfortable,  and  he  had  not  seen  any  before  in  a  long  tin)e ; 
that  he  made  it  with  his  own  h-jnds,  and  would  make  it  again 
in  ten  minutes,  as  he  could  not  do  without  some  light.    1  shut 
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him  up  in  a  suffocating  smoke,  which  did  not  seem  to  give 
him  the  least  inconvenience,  and  called  in  some  of  tbe  neigh- 
bours to  assist  me,  and  ordered  him  to  put  his  show  into  the 
box.  He  took  no  notice  of  it.  I  took  down  one  and  laid  in  the 
box,  when  he  seemed  pleased,  said  he  would  put  them  all 
in  tliat  box  immediately,  and  began  very  actively  to  take  them 
down  ;  "  wanted  no  assistance  from  any  one ;  but  leave  him  the 
light,  and  he  would  be  all  ready  in  half  an  hour."  We  left  him 
the  candle,  and  went  out.  When  I  returned,  he  was  walkaig 
the  gaol,  with  every  thing  put  up  in  the  neatest  manner ;  it 
was  a  curiosity  to  see  with  what  skill  he  had  packed  them : 
gave  him  a  pair  of  shoes,  and,  with  his  box  on  his  shoulder,  he 
marched  off,  to  the  boat  I  had  prepared  for  his  departure,  and 
with  three  men  to  assist  me,  we  set  off  for  St.  John.  , 

He  prayed,  and  preached,  and  sang  Methodist  hymns,  with 
a  most  inimitable  tone,  all  the  way ;  at  the  same  time  acting  his 
crazy  capers,  tearing  his  clothes,  &c. 

We  made  no  stop  on  the  passage,  and  arrived  at  St.  John  at 
eight  o'clock  in  the  evening.  He  said,  he  must  have  a  hot  sup- 
per,  with  tea,  and  wished  to  be  locked  up  in  a  strong  room,  for 
he  must  see  all  his  "  family"  to-night,  for  they  would  die  in  the 
box.  When  we  arrived  at  the  gaol,  I  found  all  the  rooms  of 
the  prison  occupied,  or  undergoing  repairs,  and  had  no  place 
to  confine  him.  I  immediately  called  on  the  Sheriff,  who 
had  no  means  to  assist  me,  as  he  could  not  receive  him  into 
custody,  nor  suffer  him  to  be  put  with  other  prisoners  in  the 
gaol;  and,  to  add  to  my  trouble,  I  learnt  that  there  was  no  ves- 
sel to  sail  for  several  days.  I  returned  to  the  gaol,,  and  found 
Smith  at  his  supper. 

When  he  had  drank  his  tea,  he  looked  in  his  cup,  and  ias- 
mediately  said,  he  must  not  disturb  his  "  family"  to-night,  for 
he  saw  the  ship  then  at  tbe  wharf  that  was  to  take  him  to  his 
wife,  and  would  there  be  crying.  The  gaoler  cleared  out  a 
small  room  in  the  house,  with  a  grated  window,  where  we  se- 
cured him  for  the  night.    I  determined  to  send  him  to  Nova 
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Scotia;  atid,  going  out  early  next  morning,  I  met  a  friend  of 
mine,  who  informed  nie,  that  his  schooner,  then  lying  in  the 
wharf,  would  sail  for  Nova-Scotia  in  half  an  hour,  and  I  per- 
suaded him  to  take  him  on  board.  I  had  him  brought  down 
immediately,  and  at  high  water  she  hauled  off,  and  got  under 
weigh  with  him,  to  the  great  satisfaction  of  all  behind.  When 
the  vessel  arrived  on  the  opposite  shore,  he  left  her  without 
taking  any  thing  with  him ;  was  seen  in  tlie  street  a  short  time ; 
and,  then,  suddenly,  disappeared.  .     » 


The  first  information  I  have  of  this  extraordinary  person  is 
as  follows: — In  September,  1812,  he  came  to  Windsor,  in 
Nova  Scotia,  where  he  was  met  by  Mr.  Bond,  a  respectable 
farmer,  of  the  town  of  Rawdon.  He  wanted  to  get  employ- 
ment in  the  country,  and  said  he  would  do  any  thing.  After 
some  conversation,  Mr.  Bond  agreed  with  him,  to  assist  him 
on  his  farm,  for  one  month,  upon  trial ;  and  he  proved  to  be 
extremely  steady,  careful  and  industrious,  and  gained  the  con- 
fidence of  the  old  gentleman,  while  at  the  same  time,  he  won 
the  affection  of  his  daughter.  He  called  himself  Henry 
Frederic  Moon. 

Mr.  Bond  being  a  religious  man,  he  conformed  strictly  to  las 
principles ;  was  always  punctual  at  eveningand  morning  prayer, 
and  seemed  very  devout  and  serious.  In  this  way  he  continued 
for  some  time,  when  th*  u^tachment  between  him  and  the 
daughter  was  too  close  to  ibe  nnobt»«  rved.  He  asked  her  hand 
in  marriage,  but  it  did  not  vu'>*  the  r»;d  gentleman's  views,  and 
he  would  not  give  his  conses^t.— /\!i  the  persuasions  of  her 
friends  weii  used  in  vain,  to  ^veui  iner  from  him,  but  her  af- 
fections were  so  strongly  fixed,  that  she  left  her  father's  house, 
and  married  him,  on  the  12th  of  March,  1813.  Hername 
was  Elizabeth  P.  Bond. 

He  continued  in  Rawdon,  and  professed  to  be  a  tailor,  but 
pursued  no  regular  bui-iness.    A  letter  from  a  gentleman  im 
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that  town,  speaks  of  him  as  follows : — "  He  could  sew  com- 
l^letely,  and  cut  out  clothes  very  well ;  but,  in  fact,  could  do 
aily  thing  he  turned  his  hand  to.  He  would  frequently  set  out 
.for  Halifax  in  the  afternoon,  and  be  home  in  the  morning, 
always  bringing  with  him  a  quantity  of  goods,  and  once  was 
ktiowh  to  bring  30/.  in  gold.  He  told  Mr.  Bond,  he  was  born 
ih  Scotland,  but  had  lived  mostly  in  England.  No  person 
here  knows  more  of  him,  except  that  he  always  apipeared  de- 
cently dressed,  very  affable,  obliging  and  inoffensive.  He  was 
never  known  to  be  intoxicated,  never  used  bad  language,  and 
appeared  to  be  addicted  to  no  bad  habits  of  miy  kind.  Being 
asked,  how  he  procured  the  articles  thait  he  brought  from 
Halifax,  he  said  he  had  a  friend  there,  by  the  name  of  Wilson, 
wh^'  furnished  him  with  every  thing  he  wanted.  At  length, 
seme  suspicions  were  entertained  against  him,  and  a  warrant 
was  got,  out  to  apprehend  h'mi ;  and,  getting  information  of  it> 
ih  July  1814,  he  left  Rawdon,  and  nrmde  his  escape." 


'i^d  iS:i  b^r* 
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During  his  c  jnfinement,  the  following  letter  was  received 
ftom  his  wife: — 


'M: 


"  My  dear  Husband,  "  Rawdon,  May  26tli,  1815. 

**  I  rt-ceived  your  letter,  dated  October  23d,  on  the  24th 
Mar,  You  say  you  have  wrote  several  letters  to  me  ;  if  you 
hrve,  I  never  received  them.  You  wish  me  to  come  and  see 
y6tt,  which  I  would  have  done,  had  I  got  the  letter  in  time, 
but  did  not  know  whether  you  was  at  Kingston  or  not.  My 
dear,  do  not  think  hard  that  I  do  not  come  to  see  you ;  if  you 
write  back  to  me,  I  shall  cv)nie  immediately,  if  my  child  is  so 
tliat  I  can  leave  home  ;  she  is  very  sick,  and  I  am  not  m  a  good 
state  of  health  myself.  My  dear,  as  soon  as  you  receive  this 
letter,  pray  send  me  your  answer,  that  I  may  know  what  to  do. 
So,  no  more,  at  present;  but  I  remain  your  loving  and  affec- 
tionate wife,  until  death. 

*      "Elizabeth  P.  M.  S." 
"  Mr.  U.  f.  M.  S.,  Kingston:' 
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*'  P.  S.— I  enclose  this  letter  to  Mr.  Levi  Lockhart,  and  have 
requested  him  to  give  it  to  yourself.  You  can  give  your  vor 
•wer  to  him,  and  I  shall  get  it  safe." 

i 

Mr.  Levi  Lockhart  faithfully  delivered  the  above  letter  to 
Smith,  but  could  not  make  him  understand  any  thing,  or  look 
at  the  \vriting,  but  twisted  it  up,  and  threw  it  away,  without 
giving  the  least  countenance  to  it.  ;   v      - 
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Not  long  after  his  discharge,  I  heard  of  him  at  Moose 
Island* ;  anri,  after  that,  a  gentleman,  who  knew  him  while  in 
prison,  saw  him  in  the  street  at  Portland  f.  From  thence 
he  proceeded  to  Boston,  and  on  the  seventh  of  November  he 
arrived  at  Newhaven,  in  the  Boston  stage,  by  the  way  of 
New  London  ij:,  with  a  large  trunk,  full  of  clothing,  a  small 
portable  desk,  with  money  in  his  packets.  He  was  dressed  in 
a  genteel  frock  coat,  with  breeches  and  fair-top  boots,  and  re- 
mained several  days.  After  his  departure,  the  following  para- 
graph appeared  in  the  "  Connecticut  Journal,"  dated  No 
vember  13th  :—  ,  .  ...      .= 


"Another  Phenomenon. 


to 
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**  On  Thursday  morning  last,  after  the  departure  of  the 
steam-boat,  for  New  York,  the  servants  of  Mr.  H.  Butler's 
hotel  discovered,  that  his  whole  stock  of  silver  spoons,  &c. 
which  had  been  carefully  deposited  in  a  side-board  the  night 
previous,  had  suddenly  decamped,  and  were  not  to  be  found  in 
the  premises;  and,  on  further  search,  by  Mr.  B.,  it  was  dis- 
covered, that  several  other  articles  had  sympathetically  moved 
off  with  the  spoons.     This  phenomenon,  though  not  so  asto- 

•  In  the  Bay  of  Passamaquady,  in  New  Branswick.         -     v  ; 

t  In  tho  District  of  Maine,  in  the  United  Stales. 

J  Ntfwbaven  and  New  Loudon  are  iu  the  state  of  Connecticut.  ^^ 
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niihing  as  that  of  the  moving  stoned,  excited  suspicion  that 
tliey  had  not  departed  without  some  physical  agency,  which 
was  supposed  to  proceed  from  a  person  who  lodged  in  the 
house,  and  who  seemed  to  possess  some  magical  appearance,  and 
had  taken  himself  off  in  the  steam-boat.  Mr.  B.  immediately 
started  express  for  New  York— <irrived  before  the  boat— -found 
the  fellow  on  board— seized  his  trunk,  and  searched  it— and 
though,  unfortunately,  he  did  not  succeed  in  recovering  his  pro* 
pert/,  he  nevertheless  found  sufficient  evidence  that  the  fellow 
was  a  villain,  had  him  arraigned,  and  secured  in  Bridewell.  He 
called  his  name  Newman ;  and,  from  the  stolen  property  found 
with  him,  it  is  supposed  he  can  unravel  the  mystery  of  many 
phenomena  of  this  nature."  ^i 

'^  On  the  17th  of  October,  1816,  I  left  Kingston,  with  the 

-  intention  of  proceeding  to  Portland,  where  I  intended  to  pub- 
lish these  memoirs ;  and  I  took  passage  on  board  the  sloop 
.  ,  Wellington,  with  the  expectation  of  being  landed  there ;  but, 
the  wind,  coming  out  from  the  westward,  when  at  George 
river,  obliged  her  to  proceed  to  New  York,  where  she  arrived 
on  the  first  of  November.  I  called  on  Mr.  Neheiniah  Alien, 
the  keeper  of  Bridewell,  in  that  city,  and  inquired  the  conduct 
of  William  Newman,  while  in  his  custody.  He  said,  he  ap- 
peared  very  decent,  and  behaved  well — that  he  ofT'ered  him  a 
book. to  read,  but  he  said,  he  was  ignorant,  and  could  not  read 
or  write  a  tcord-^wnd  began  to  complain  of  being  sick.  A  doc- 
tor attended  him,  but  could  not  tell  what  was  the  matter  with 
him.  He  raised  blood,  and  was  so  ill  that  he  was  helped  up 
by  die  prisoner  confined  with  him,  who  thought  he  would 
die. 


He  was  removed  from  r>ridewell  to  Newhaven,  there  to 

ft 

•  A  story,  of  stones  that  had  b'^en  "  seen  to  move,"  had  been  cwr-i, 
reatitt  Coiuiecticiit,iustbcfo;e. — Editoi:. 
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take  his  trial  for  burglary,  at  the  Supreme  Court  to  be  held 
in  January  last ;  but  he  kept  up  the  farce  of  being  sick,  so  that 
they  lified  hun  out  and  in,  and  carried  him  to  and  from  the 
steam-boat  upon  a  cart.  He  remained  in  prison  until  the 
12th  of  January;  and,  on  the  13th,  the  following  article  ap- 
peared in  the  "  Coimecticut  Journal :" 


f. 


7.    -\  .>'■  ;       "Beware  of  a  Villain. 

**  One  of  the  most  accomplished  villains  that  disgraces  our 
country  broke  from  the  gaol  in  this  city,  on  Friday  evening  last, 
between  the  hours  of  five  and  six,  and  succeeded  in  making 
his  escape.     This  fellow  calls  himself  Wm,  Ncuman,  and  was 
bound  over  for  trial  at  the  next  sitting  of  the  Superior  Court, 
on  the  charge  of  burglary ;  having  robbed  the  house  of  Mr. 
H.  Butler  of  plute,  money,  Sec.     He  is  supposed  to  be  an 
Englishman,  and  'i»  undoubtedly  a  most  profound  adept  in  the 
arts  of  knavery  and  deccptiot).     He  speaks  the  English  and 
several  foreign  languages  fluently,  and  can  play  off  the  air  of 
a  genteel  Frenchman  with  the  most  imposing  gravity.     He  is 
of  middling  stature,  slender  and  active,  and  appears  to  possess 
an  astonishing    versatility  of  genius.       He  is  sick   or  well, 
grave  or  gay,  silent  or  loquacious,  and  can  fence,  box,  fight, 
run,  suig,  dance,  play,  whistle  or  talk,  as  occasion  suits.     He 
amused  himself,  while  in  prison,  by  making  and  managing  a 
puppet-show,  which  he  performed,  apparently,  with  such  scanty 
means,  as  to  excite  the  wonder  of  the  credulous,  showing  the 
piece  of  uu  old  horse-shoe,  whetted  on  the  wall  of  his  dun- 
geon, as  the  only  instrument  of  his  mechanism,  and  complain- 
ing only  of  the  scarcity  of  timber  to  complete  the  group.     He 
had  the  address,  by  an  irresistible  flow  of  good  humour  and 
cheerfulness,  to  malce  some  believe  he  was  quite  an  innocent 
ajid  haradess  man,  and  excited  sympathy  enough,  in  those  who 
had  the  curiosity  to  see  him,  to  obtain  several  gratifications 
w  huh  prisoners  do  not  usually  enjoy.    Yet  the  deepness  of  his 
cunning  was  evinced  in  accomplishing  the  means  of  his  escape, 
which  he  effected  by  sawing  a  hole  in  the  prison-door,  which  is 
Several  inches  thick,  so  neatly,  that  the  block  could  be  taken 
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out,  and  Ireplaced,  without  »howing  any  mark  of  violence.— 
Through  this  hole  he  could  thrust  his  arm ;  and,  by  shoving 
back  the  bolts,  and  wrenching  off  a  strong  padlocl,  found,  at 
the  hour  of  supper,  when  the  person  who  waited  ou  the  pri- 
soners was  giving  them  their  food,  a  free  passage  tj  the  hall 
of  the  County  House,  and  thence  to  the  street.  The  saw  is 
supposed  to  be  one  used  on  bourd  the  steam-boat  Fulton,  for 
cutting  iron,  which  he  stole  on  his  transportation  from  New 
York,  (w  here  he  was  apprehended,)  to  this  place ;  and  so  art- 
fully did  he  conceal  it,  that  though  repeatedly  searched  before 
bis  confinement,  and  afterwards,  at  the  suggestion  of  Captam 
Bunker,  to  discover  Uiis  very  instrument,  he  was  enabled  to  re- 
tain and  use  it  for  his  purposes." 


a 


At  this  time,  Mr.  Butler  happened  to  be  in  New  York,  and, 
on  his  return,  by  land,  a  few  miles  from  the  city,  met  Mr. 
William  Nemmaut  travelling  leisurely  on  the  road ;  who  passed 
him  with  as  much  sang  froid  as  though  he  had  nothing  to 
apprehend.  Mr.  B  immediately  pursued  him,  but  he  seemed 
to  mock  his  exertions  to  take  him.  Coming  to  where  assist- 
ance could  be  obtained,  however,  he  took  to  the  woods.  Mr. 
B.  hired  a  party  of  men,  with  dogs  and  guns,  to  ferret  him 
out,  but  he  eluded  their  vigilance.  The  next  day,  he  was  dis- 
covered and  taken ;  again  committed  to  Bridewell,  in  New 
York  ;  and  again  returned  to  the  gaol  in  Newhaven. 

On  his  arrival  at  the  County  House,  Sheriff  Rossiter  had 
him  searched,  to  see  that  he  had  no  instrument  with  which  he 
could  effect  his  escape,  and  then  confined  him  in  the  criminals' 
room,  with  a  shackle  about  one  of  his  legs,  to  which  was  at- 
tached a  strong  iron  chain,  firmly  stapled  to  the  Boor.  In  this 
situation  he  was  left  at  evening.  In  the  morning,  he  had  not 
only  raised  the  staple  which  confined  him,  but  raised  the  floor 
also,  which  is  of  stout  plank,  secured  upon  the  sleepers  with 
strong  spikes.  With  the  plank  he  had  taken  up,  he  barricadoed  , 
the  door,  so  that  no  one  could  enter— ma^/e  a  Jire,  and  carry-    ^ 
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ing  the  chain  from  his  foot  upon  his  shoulder,  walked  the  room, 
smoking  his  pipe.  Being  ordered  to  open  the  door,  he  said, 
**  this  was  his  castle,  and  no  one  should  enter  without  his  leave," 
Sheriff  Rossiter,  finding  him  determined  not  to  open  the  door, 
and  having  in  vain  endeavoured  to  get  in  by  other  means,  sent 
for  a  mason,  and  ordered  hint  to  make  a  hole  in  the  brick  par- 
tition, which  divided  the  lower  rooms,  large  enough  for  him  to 
enter,  and  the  mason  began  to  work ;  when  Newman  concluded 
to  open  the  door,  and  the  Sheriff  went  in,  and  secured  him. 
After  thii),  he  was  more  closely  confined,  with  irons  and  chains, 
M'hen  he  renewed  his  old  schtM  f  yelling  and  screaming  all 
night,  which  he  kept  up  till  his  trial,  which  a  few  days  after 
took  place. 


I  fiave  obtained  no  particulars  of  his  trial ;  but  have  learnt, 
generally,  that  he  was  convicted  of  burglary,  on  the  evidence 
of  having  entered  a  chamber,  in  the  house  of  Mr.  H.  Butler, 
where  a  young  lady  was  sleeping,  and  stole  one  of  her  ear-rings, 
which  lay  upon  the  candle>stand,  by  the  side  of  her  bed  ;  for 
which  offence  he  waflh  ielhtenced  to  be  confined  in  Newgate, 
Simsbury  Minea*,  for  three  years. 


:       |l 
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In  order  to  identify  the  person  of  William  Newman,  as  that 
of  Henry  More  Smith,  I  came  to  Newhaven,  where  I  ob- 
tained these  particulars  respecting  him.  I  had  a  curiosity  to 
see  him,  and  to  know  how  he  conducted  in  Newgate,  and 
proceeded  there  for  that  purpose.  I  was  treated,  by  Captain 
Washburn,  the  keeper,  with  politeness  and  attention.  I  in- 
quired the  conduct  of  William  Newman.  Captain  Washburn 
said,  he  behaved  very  well ;  that  when  he  was  brought  here, 
he  was  told  he  was  a  bad  fellow,  but  he  found  he  had  so  many 
worse  ones,  he  did  not  think  any  thing  of  Newman.  I  asked, 
what  occupation  he  had  given  him;  he  said,  he  was  a  tailor, 
if  any  thing ;  but  he  had  not  been  put  to  work  much,  as  he 

♦  A  deserted  copper-mine  is  used  as  a  prison.'for  convicts,  for  the 
state  of  Connecticut.— Editor. 
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was  subject  to  fits,  and  unable  to  labour ;  that  bis  fits  u'er^ 
frightful :  that  in  his  distress,  be  nould  whirl  round,  on  his 
bead  and  shoulders,  like  a  top ;  that  he  bad  galled  and  bruised 
himself  with  his  irons,  and,  in  his  convulsive  agonies,  had 
broken  the  shackles  on  his  legs,  so  that  they  now  only  put  a 
shackle  on  one  leg.  This  information  was  as  convincing  to 
me  as  sight.  On  seeing  him,  I  lecognized  him  instantlv.  I 
asked  him,  if  he  bad  ever  seen  me  before  ?— "  He  did  not  know 
but  he  had,  at  Newhaven."  "  Where  did  you  come  from  ?** 
"  Canada.**  "  What  countryman  are  you  ?"  "  J  French' 
man^born  in  FranceJ"  Was  you  ever  in  England  ?  He  had 
been  at  London  and  Liverpool — but  never  at  Brighton.  Was 
you  ever  at  Kingston,  or  St.  John,  New  Bi  unswick  f  He 
answered,  "  No ;  he  did  not  know  where  that  teas ;*  with  a 
countenance  as  firm  and  steady  as  if  it  had  really  been  true ! 

He  appeared  rather  more  fleshy  than  when  at  Kingston,  but 
still  the  same  subtle  and  mysterious  being.  He  is  the  first, 
I  believe,  that  has  succeeded  to  relieve  himself  from  labour  in 
that  prison,  by  any  pretence  or  deception.  He  keeps  himself 
clean  and  decent,  as  usual;  and,  amongst  the  wretched  victims^ 
fifty-seven  in  number,  daily  disgorged  from  the  horrid  pit  in 
which  they  are  immured,  and  put  to  their  daily  labour,  in 
chains  and  fetters,  William  Newman  appears  like  a  distin- 
guished character. 


I  have  been  impelled,  both  by  duty  and  inclination,  to  pub- 
lish these  memoirs,  because  the  facts  are  both  curious  and 
astonishing;  and  because,  with  the  knowledge  of  them,  I 
thought  it  my  duty  to  society  to  expose  them  to  the  world, 
that  all  might  be  better  enabled  to  guard  against  the  insidious 
approaches  of  an  artful  and  designing  villain.  The  following 
is  a  description  of  his  person  :•— 

He  is  about  five  feet  nine  inches  high ;  his  limbs  straight 
and  well  proportioned ;  appears  rather  slender,  but  is  large- 
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boned,  close  and  well  jointed ;  his  wrists  large,  and  hitr  fingers 
uncommonly  long ;  complexion  light,  but  his  skiu  a  little  of  a 
sallow  cast;  his  hair  dark  brown,  handsomely  grown,  and 
curls  naturally  in  front ;  his  eyes  light  grey,  quick,  brilliant, 
and  piercing ;  his  nose  rather  more  prominent  than  ordinary, 
his  visage  thin ;  has  a  scar  on  the  left  side  of  his  chin,  and  a 
small  scar  on  his  right  cheek,  near  his  ear  * ;  always  neat  in  hi» 
dress,  and  astonishingly  quick  and  active  in  his  motion ;  (would 
catch  mice  with  his  hand-cuffs  on  f  ;>  fond  of  smoking;  sings 

*  See  the  portrait  prefixed  to  these  pages. 

t  The  European  settlements  in  America  appear  to  be  plagued 
.with  extraordinary  examples  of  the  Kght-fingered  gentry.  -A  recent 
United  States*  newspaper  contains  the  following  paragraphs:— 

'*  Among  a  number  of  persons  lately  tried  at  Troy,  [in  the  state  of 
New  York,]  for  various  crimes,  there  was  a  man  of  the  name  of 
Haggerty,  convicted  on  two  indictments  for  grand  larceny,  and  one 
for  forgery,  and  sentenced  to  the  State  Prison  for  14  years.  The 
Troy  "  Post '  thus  speaks  of  him ; — 

*  John  Haggerty  afibrds  a  remarkable  instance  of  depravity.  He 
was  first  committed  to  gaol  for  stealing  a  pocket-book  fi-om  a  gen- 
tleman's pocket,  while  riding  in  the  waggon  with  him ;  which  was 
but  a  few  weeks  before  he  was  Iried.  While  in  prison,  he  committed 
a  forgery,  in  counterfeiting  a  bank  bill ;  and,  Qn  the  first  day  of  the 
term  in  Which  he  was  tried,  he  stole  about  fifty  dollars  in  money,  and 
sent  it  to  counsel,  for  a  fee  to  defend  him.  He  was  tried  on  all  the 
above  oflences,  and  convicted.  When  he  was  on  trial  in  court,  he 
stole,  from  the  pockets  of  a  gentleman  who  sat  in  the  bar  before  him, 
two  hnnd kerchiefs,  for  which,  however,  it  was  thought  unnecessary 
to  convict  him." — New  York  Advertiser. 

From  Halifax,  under  date  August  24, 18 16,  we  have  the  following 
paragraph,  the  hero  of  which  has  so  many  points  of  resemblance  to 
Henry  Frederick  Moon,  that,  from  the  mere  description,  we  might 
easily  mistake  him  for  the  same  identical  person.  It  appears,  how- 
ever, that  he  is  only  a  second  specimen  of  the  kind : — 


j»" 


"CAUTION. 

"  A  London  Black-leg  h^eslhig  these  Provinces. 

**  A  very  gcnlccl-Iooking  person,  about  five  feet  six  or  seven  inches 
high,  calling  himself  Alexander  Atherton,  lately  from  London,  via, 
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well,  and  whistles  remarkably ;  and  can  play  on  almost  any 
instrument  of  music:  he  is  a  blacksmith,  a  shipwright,  a 
tailor,  and  a  farmer ;  in  fact,  any  thing.;  for  he  has  the  strength 
of  a  lioD,  and  the  subtlety  of  the  Devil. 

New  York,  and  (to  different  persons)  assuming  the  cliu-aters  of 
Clergyman  of  the  Established  Church,  Merchant,  Lawyer,  School- 
master, &c.  visited  this  city  last  week,  and  has  swindled  persons  to 
a  considerable  amount :  several  articles  are  missing  from  his  lodgings, 
particularly  a  black  silk  waistcoat,  and  a  pair  of  silver  tea  spoons, 
not  marked,  which  no  doubt  were  taken  by  him.  It  is  ascertained, 
that  he  left  this  on  Wednesday  morning  last,  in  a  schooner  belong- 
ing to  Mr.  Appleby,  for  Moose  Island ;  has  a  companion  with  him, 
who  he  calls  "  Ctr/ftatn"— endeavoured,  while  here,  to  get  English 
■tamp  Klls  of  Exchange,  and  applied  at  the  oflSce  of  this  paper  to 
get  envelopes  for  letters  printed,  with  '*  On  Hit  Majesty't  Service** 
upon  them ;  these  circumstances,  together  with  his  having  swindled 
several  persons  here,  fully  corroborate  the  opinion,  that  he  is  a  pro* 
fessed  swindler ;  he  has  a  large  quarto  Bible  with  him,  a  suit  of  plain 
naval  uniform,  which  he  has  swindled  persons  out  of  here,  and  carries 
with  him  a  quantity  of  United  States  Bank  paper,  and  of  the  Steanl 
Boat  Company ;  occasionally  exhibits  a  certificate,  signed  **  John  W. 
CVvArcr,  Esq.  Secretary  >jf  the  Admiralty,'*  certifying  his  having  served 
as  Chaplain  ia  one  of  his  Majesty's  ships.  He  wore  a  black  (  lat, 
blue  pantaloons,  and  black  bound  waistcoat,  with  glass  buttons ;  he 
ii  a  smart  good-looking  man,  and  his  affability  will  enable  him  to 
pass  unsuspected  in  any  company. 

«  A  reward  of  five  pounds  will  be  given  to  any  person  apprehending 
th«  above  named  Alexander  Aiherton,  and  lodging  him  in  any  of  th« 
gaols  within  this  province,  &c." 
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The  following  extracts. will  be  acceptable  to  the  readier,  9» 
memoraoduins  concerning  the  recent  female  impostor,  in  this' 
country,  who  called  herself  Car  A  boo,  and  to  whom  allusion' 
has  been  made  in  the  Title  and  Preface  to  these  pages  :— 

«  THE   UNKNOWN  FOREIGNER. 

**  TO  THE  EDITOR  OF  THE  COURIER. 

*^  Sir,— The  present  inexplicable  appearance  of  a  young 
female  foreigner,  in  the  vicinity  of  Bristol,   having  excited 
considerable  curiosity  ;  as  I  have  had  the  opportunity  of  bein^^ 
in  her  company,  and  of  obtaining  what  information  is  at  pre- 
sent known,  from  her  benevolent  protectress,  Mrs.  Worrall,. 
of  Knowle,  at  whose  house  she  resides ;  I  am  desired  to  re-^ 
quest  you  will  be  so  obliging  as  to  insert  these  particulars, 
with  the  hope  that  they  will  be  copied  in  many  provincial: 
papers ;  so,  that  by  such  a  general  dissemination,  they  may  be 
read  by  some  who  have  observed  such  a  female,  and  ultimately' 
lead  to  the  developement  of  those  circumstances  which  have- 
placed  a  most  interesting  female  in  a  situation  truly  distress* 
ing.  "  I  am,  Sir,  your's, 

Burlington-streetf  Bath,  "  C.  H.  WiLKiNsoMk 

June  1." 


u 


"  About  two  months  since,  a  female  presented  herself  at  the 
door  of  a  cottage,  at  Almondsbury,  near  Bristol :  the  door 
being  open,  and  a  couch  in  view,  she  made  signs  of  a  wish  to 
repose  herself.    She  appeared  in  a  very  debilitated  and  dis* 
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tressed  condition,  as  if  exhausted  by  much  fatigue.  The  cot- 
tagers, not  comprehending  her  language,  reported  the  case  to 
Mrs.  Worrall,  who  resides  about  a  mile  from  Almondsbury ; 
and  that  lady  kindly  visited,  and  gave  orders  for  the  most  hu- 
mane attention  to  be  paid  to  her.  Her  language  was  equally 
unknown  to  Mrs.  W. ;  but  her  appearance  and  graceful  man- 
ners so  interested  that  lady,  that  she  took  her  under  her  own 
roof,  where  she  has  since  experienced  the  most  unremitting 
kindness.  Her  head  is  small ;  her  eyes  and  hair  are  black  ; 
her  eye-brows  finely  arched ;  the  forehead  low  ;  nose  rather 
short;  complexion  very  trifling  sallow,  rather  more  corres- 
ponding to  a  brunette,  with  a  pleasing  colour  on  the  cheeks ; 
a  sweet  smile ;  her  mouth  rather  large ;  her  teeth  beautifully 
white  and  regular;  her  lips  a  little  prominent  and  full,  under 
lip  rather  projecting ;  her  chin  stnall  and  round ;  no  ear-rings, 
but  marks  of  having  worn  them ;  her  hands  unaccustomed 
to  labour ;  in  height,  five  feet  two  inches.  Her  dress  consisted 
of  a  black  stuff  gown,  with  a  muslin  frill  round  the  neck;  a 
black  cotton  shawl  on  the  head,  and  one,  red  and  black,  round 
the  shoulders;  leather  shoes,  and  black  worsted  stockings. 
She  appears  to  be  about  twenty-five  years  of  age ;  her  man- 
ners are  exceedingly  graceful ;  her  countenance  surprisingly 
fascinating.  Such  is  the  general  effect  on  all  who  behold  her, 
that,  if  before  suspected  as  an  impostor,  the  sight  of  her  re- 
moves all  doubt.  Her  mode  of  diet  seems  to  be  Hindoostanic,  as 
she  lives  principally  on  vegetables,  and  is  very  partial  to  curry ; 
she  will  occasionally  take  fish,  but  no  other  animal  food ;  water 
is  her  beverage ;  and  she  expresses  great  disgust  at  the  appear- 
ance of  wine,  spirits,  or  of  any  intoxicating  liquors ;  whatever 
she  eats,  she  prepares  herself.  She  is  extremely  neat  in  her 
attire,  is  very  cautious  in  her  conduct  with  respect  to  gentle- 
men, never  allows  them  to  take  hold  of  her  hand,  and  even  if 
their  clothes  should  casually  come  into  contact  with  her's,  she 
retires  from  them ;  when  she  takes  leave  of  a  gentleman,  it  is 
by  the  application  of  the  right  hand  to  the  right  side  of  the 
forehead,  and,  in  like  manner,  on  taking  leave  of  a  lady,  it  is 
with  the  left  hand.  She  appears  to  be  devout ;  and,  on  a  cer- 
tain day  of  the  week,  is  anxious  to  go  to  the  top  of  the  house. 
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Und  ihcre  to  pay  adoration  to  the  sun,  from  the  rising  to  the 
setting.  She  casually  saw  a  dagger;  and,  as  if  anxious  to 
inform  her  kind  patroness  of  all  the  customs  of  her  country^ 
%%'hich  she  calls  Javasu,  she  placed  the  dagger  to  her  right 
side.  She  fences  with  great  dexterity,  holding  the  sword  in 
)ier  right  hand,  and  the  dagger  in  her  left.  She  is  very  fond 
of  bathing,  and  swims  and  dives  with  considerable  activity. 
She  carries  about  with  her  a  cord,  on  which  some  knots  are 
made,  like  the  Chinese  abacus,  which  afterwards  gave  rise  to 
the  sliding  beads,  the  suon-puon.  She  writes  with  great 
facility,  from  left  to  right,  as  we  are  accustomed.  She  has 
made  Mrs.  Worrall  understand,  that  in  her  country,  neither 
pens  nor  paper  are  used,  but  what  is  supposed  to  be  a  camel-hair 
pencil,  and  a  species  of  papyrus.  Soon  after  her  residence  at 
Mrs.  Worrall's  house,  she  was  attacked  with  a  typhus  (eveVf 
and  was  placed  under  the  care  of  Mr.  Mortimore,  an  eminent 
«  surgeon,  of  Bristol.  Upon  her  recovery,  pleased,  as  she  must 
have  been,  at  his  kind  and  constant  attention  to  h^r,  she  wrote 
him  a  letter  of  thanks,  calling  him,  as  a  doctor,  Justee,  and 
herself,  Caraboo,  All  the  assistance  to  be  derived  from  a 
Polyglott  Bible,  Fry's  Pantographia,  or  Dr.  Hager's  Elemen- 
tary Characters  of  the  Chinese,  do  not  enable  us  to  ascertain, 
either  the  nature  of  her  language,  or  the  country  to  which  she 
belongs ;  one  or  two  characters  bear  some  resemblance  to  the 
Chinese,  particularly  the  Chinese  cho,  a  reed;  there  are  more 
characters  which  have  some  similitude  'to  the  Greek.  Dif- 
ferent publications  have  been  shown  to  her,  in  Greek,  Malay, 
Chinese,  Shanscrit,  Arabic,  and  Persic ;  but  with  all  she  ap- 
pears entirely  unacquainted.  Her  letter  has  been  shown  to 
every  person  in  Bath  and  Bristol,  versed  in  oriental  literature, 
but  without  success :  a  copy  was  sent  to  the  India  House,  and 
•ubmitted,  by  the  chairman  of  that  Company,  to  the  examina- 
tion of  Mr.  Raffles,  one  of  the  best  oriental  scholars,  yet  1^^ 
could  not  decypher  it :  the  original  letter  was  sent  to  Oxford, 
and  the  members  of  that  university  denied  its  being  the  cha- 
racter of  any  language  ;  it  has  been,  by  some,  conjectured  a* 
being  an  imperfect  Javanese ;  others  have  supposed  it  the 
style  of  the  Malay  of  Sumatra.    From  my  own  observation 
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tilthottgh  entirely  utiacquainted  widi  any  single  cliaracter  of  lief 
Writing,  I  have  deemed  her  more  resembling  a  Circassian ; 
her  comitenance,  her  complexiori,  and  her  manners  favour 
^uch  a  supposition ;  and  probably,  her  appearance  here  may 
be  connected  with  the  Corsaira  who  have  been  hovering  about 
our  coast.  She  has,  by  signs,  intimated,  that  she  was  on  board 
a  ship,  and  so  ill  tredted,  that  when  she  came  within  sight  of 
land,  she  jumped  over-bbard,  and  swam  ashore.  She  also, 
\ti  the  same  manner,  expressed,  that  she  was  ill  on  board,  her 
hair  cut  off,  and  an  operation  on  the  back  performed ;  I  exa- 
mined the  part,  it  had  been  scarified,  but  not  according  to  th6 
English  mod^  Of  cupping,  or  to  any  European  manner,  with 
which  T  am  acquainted ;  the  incisions  are  extremely  regular, 
and,  apparently,  applied  with  caustic,  a  mode  of  cupping 
adbpted  in  the  East.  The  Supreme  Being  she  styles,  Jih' 
Tallah.  AH  who  have  seen  her  are  highly  interested  about, 
her.  A  fac-simile  of  her  lletter  is  placed  in  the  Kingston 
Pump-room  for  examination.  I  beg  leave  to  observe,  that  I 
have  seen  her  write,  and  she  writes  with  grace  and  facility. 

"  P.S.  Since  writing  the  above,  T  have  been  informed  of  the 
following  circumstances:— Cara^oo  quitted  Mrs.  Worrail's 
house  for  otie  whole  day,  to  proi::ure  a  few  clothes,  which  she 
signified  to  Mrs.  W.  that  she  had  buried,  to  conceal  them  from 
the  M'ackratoos  (rogues) ;  the  distance  must  have  been  con- 
siderable, as  her  feet  wei-e  blistered ;  and  the  violent  illness, 
which  fdllo^^ed,  waft  owihg  to  the  fatigue.  Mrs.  Worrall, 
whose  oppoTtmiities  of  observation  have  necessarily  been  supe- 
ribr  to  those  of  any  other  person,  is  persuaded,  that  her  father 
is  a  Chinese,  and  that  her  mother,  who  is  dead,  was  Malay ; 
that  her  father's  name  is  Jesse  Mandue,  and  that  he  is  a  man 
of  considerable  consequence  in  his  own  country ;  Caraboo 
describes  a  gold  chain  he  wears  about  his  neck." 


"  TO  THE  EDITOR  OF  THE  COURIER. 

"  Sir, — ^This  morning,  I  have,  to  my  great  astonishment,  re- 
ceived information  of  the  imposition  which  has  been  prac* 
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lised  by  the  female  I  irttroditced  to  public  attention  by  the 
name  of  Caraboo.  I  believe  all  who  have  »een  her,  (and  even 
many  well  uquniuled  Miih  Oriental  manners,)  have,  with  my- 
self, been  equally  deceived ;  and  I  am  informed,  that  the  idea 
of  dehneatnig  the  characters  which  have  been  exhibited,  she 
Acquired,  by  ctisually  seeing  86me  Chinese  works  in  the 
library  at  Knowle.  Presuming  that  she  was  the  character  she 
represented  herself  to  be,  I  was  actuated  by  the  best  motives 
in  my  addresses  to  the  public.  These  addresses  have  contri* 
buted  to  bring  forward  ditferent  persons  who  have  been  capa- 
ble of  giving  information  about  this  surprising  character : 
tlihough  undoubtedly  an  impostor,  yet  she  evinced  talents  so 
extraordinary,  as  to  have  induced  those,  who  have  resided  long 
in  the  East,  to  believe,  that  she  was  one  of  a  superior  caste. 
It  is  to  be  lamented,  that  a  lady  possessing  such  exalted  bene- 
volence as  Mrs.  VVorrall,  should  have  been  the  subject  of  such 
an  imposition.  * 

"  I  am,  Sir,  your's  respectfully, 

"  C.  Wilkinson." 
**  Hackney,  IMiddlesex,  June  16." 
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"  CARABOO. 

'*  By  a  letter  from  .Dr.  Wilkinson,  of  Bath,  respecting  an 
.  int:se')ting  wiknown  female,  designated  as  above,  who  was 
kindc;  and  must  humanely  sheltered  and  treated,  by  a  lady  in 
this  neighbourhood,  we  are  sorry  to  learn,  that  the  object  ha» 
proved  unworthy  the  kindness  she  received,  being  found  to  be 
an  impostor:  a  number  of  particulars  have  been  mentioned, 
which  we  forbear  detailing,  till  they  are  laid  before  the  public 
in  an  authentic  shape.  Her  real  name  is  said  to  be  Mary 
Baker,  of  Witherage,  Devon.  She  has  been  to  India  as  ser- 
vant, and  has4:d  a  singularly  wandering  life :  some  time  since, 
she  associated  with  gipsies,  with  whom  she  picked  up  their 
gibberish,  which  she  details  very  tluenlly. — Dr.  Wilkinson  is 
not  the  first  of  the  cognoscenti  who  have  been  puzzled  by  ^ 
young  woman  with  "  eyes  and  hair  black,  eye-brows  finely 
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■rcbecl,  a  pleasing  colour  on  her  cheeks,  a  t^i'eet  smile,  in(i 
teeth  beautifully  white  and  regular lli^—BrMfo/  Paper, 


To  tlie  history  of  "  Caraboo"  may  properly  be  subjoined 
the  following  extract  from  Baker's  Chronicle  of  the  Reign  of 
King  Stephen,  from  iivhich  it  will  appear,  that  an  imposture, 
somewhat  similar,  was  practised,  once  before,  in  England,  at 
the  ancient  date  referred  to  :•—  . 

"  In  this  king's  time  also,  there  appeared  two  children,  ft 
boy  and  a  girl,  clad  in  green,  in  a  stuffe  unknown,  of  a  Strang* 
language,  and  of  a  strange  diet ;  whereof  the  boy  being,  bap^ 
tized,  dyed  shortly  after,  but  the  girl  lived  to  be  very  old ; 
and  being  asked  from  whence  they  were,  she  answered, '  They 
were  of  the  land  of  St,  Martin^  where  there  are  Christian 
churches  erected ;  but  thdt  no  sun  did  ever  shine  unto  them :' 
but.where  that  laud  is,  and  how  she  came  hither,  she  herself 
knew  not.  This  I  the  rather  write,  that  we  may  know  there 
are  other  parts  of  the  world,  than  those  which  to  us  are  known ; 
and  this  story  I  should  not  have  believed,  if  it  were  not  testi- 
fied by  so  many,  and  so  credible,  witnesses  as  it  is."— BaA'er't 
Chronicle  of  the  Reign  of  King  Stephen, 
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Page  47,  line  13  from  the  bottom,  for  1815,  read  1810. 


J,  Dennett,  Fzinter,  LeatherJaae,  HoltxHm, 
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